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other Acquaintanee with 
Bookſellers, than What is centtacted 
by Reading the News in their Shops, 
and perhaps now and then buying a 
Book of them; but he, that is ſo un- 
lortunate, as to have Buſineſs with 
them about Tranſlating, Printing, or 
Publiſhing any Thing to the World, 
has a Miſerable Time cf it, and/onght 
to be endewed with the Patience 
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Some Days after I had parted witf 
his Copy, my Bookſeller asked me 
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would go about the Prefacez - 


4 — 


4 the preface! ſaid 5 A what do | you 


N was all I had tO ſay to the Reader, 48 


for my 
to add for himſelf, he was at Liberty 
to do at he thought fit. I leave it to 
any Impartial Judge, if this v was not 
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mean Meanl-Jays k he, I mean the 
Preface; the Preſace to the Reader. 
I told him, that What he had bought 


rt; and if he had any Thing 


Fair between Man and Man: Yet 
the Bookſeller, farfrom being ſatisfy d 


x 


* with ſo Reaſonable an Anſwer, ſeem - 

15 ed to be very angry, and ſtrenuouſſy I © 

9 inſiſted upon a Preface; telling me o- of 
5 ver and over, that he never heard off fe 
* an Author that deny'd a Preface be- lot 
t fore; that it was a Folly to diſpute ir . 
1 ee bed not ſell the Book with It! 

| 4 dut; and that, in ſhort, a Preface ht 
1 . muſt. have Having no Mind to bi 
außff'd, and bubbl'd out of my LA Le. 
Wh; bour into the Bargain, I grew ang _ 

fl in my Turn, and told him plain! ls 

( Bs + he ſhould have none of me ; the Bod we 

Bs | 1 


was his own z if he would not ſell 


Ke gh lop O ns with it 5 5 1 
ſed; ar laſt, ſeeing. me thus fefofute, Ii 
nd mowing, that chere was no AE 


Jof Parliamęnt that obliged People ro 


: make Prefaces,in ſpight of er et ö 
he put on a more obliging ounte- „ 

> nance, and came to Perſwaſtons, which | 

, having more Influence upon me than 

his rougher I anguage, L bey an to be 

L more tractable; „ We Went to the Ta- 


vern, where calking's of Prefaces, grew 
ve ry good Humour ; and that Prefa- 
cing might not be wanting, "inſtead N 
of One, 1 promſſed him Two: The © 
next Day eonſideting u hat 1 Ridicu- 97 N 
lous Promiſe] had made, ade & 
villing to be as good as my Word) "20 
thought on this Expedicnr? Nane 3 
5 know what had happened! erween = 
; and as a Wheel within a i Wheel, | 
vf it to che Preface. es 06 


Bi it bolhble, Gf the ingeniehr Cpt | 
lick, that 2 Man of any Btains ſhould 3 
de ſuch a'Coxcomb, às to * don 
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ſuch, Balderdaſh, and play the Buſſoon 
without Wit or Senſe, in the very Be- 
ginning of a Book; thus People judge, 
when they are ignorant of a Man's 
Aim. I have a mortal  Attipathy a- 
gainſt Prefaces; this I had a Fancy to 
acquaint, my Reader with, which be- 
ing ſuppoſed, III juſtify to any Cri- 
tick's Face, that Ihave ſaid nothing but 
what is very much to the Purpoſe; 
that is, to my Purpoſe, en I con- 
ceive, chat the beſt Way a Man can 
ſhew the Reluctancy of his Mind to an 
Undertaking, is by being Impertinent 
in the Execution; but why, ſays ano- 
ther, - ſhould you hate Prefaces ? The 
| Reaſon is plain, becauſe l am Honeſt, 
and I never ſaw any, (thoſe of Saints 

_ excepted) but what were full of Hy po- 
criſy and Diſſimulation. Does ever 
People tell you in their Prefaces, that 
they write for Profit, or for Glory? And 
yer it is moſt certain, that they do it 
eicher for the one, or the other; but in- 
ſtead of that, W ich abundance of Im 
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no other Aim than che Reader's Good, 
which commonly is an abominable Lic. 
One would make you believe that he is 
more Learned and Knowing, than in 
his own Conſcience he knows himſelf 
to be; another points at ſome of che 
beſt Things in tie Bock” and Ge. 
ſes they are Faults, whilſt in profound 
Sience he paſſes by choſe Things 
Which he knows to be telly Wel. i 
was once with an Author, that wa$ 
about the ſame Buſineſs as I am now; 
he had an occaſion for Three or Four 
2 — 3 . een a0. Ges £ EY 2 
Latin Words, but not being very well 
acquainted Wich one of them, he an 
to his Dictionary to ſee what Gender 
it was of; 1 don't blame him for ta- 
king the Benefir of another Man's La- 
bour; but don't you think he would 
have been hang d before he d have 
put this in his Preface; therefore be- 
lieve me, good Reader, no Man of 
Integrity can love a ſort of Writing, 
in Which hicherto People have not 
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- Things to e Pwutes, which in Reali- 
ty are not: But now! have talk'd a- 
way my Time, to do it as 1 ſhould 
do. However, the Preface not bein 

long enough yet, as I fancy, to b 
the Bookſeller, give me lea 
niſh e a few Caurions, 1 
bete in PR as. is | pain: 


When in the! Ticſt D you 
meet with any Thing harſh, and, > 06 

haps, very diſagreeable to che La ies; 
ſuſpend your Judgement till you come 
tothe Second; for there you'll: find, 
that what Lucinda has ſaid to het Niece 


before, was onlyaSophiſticalWay ofAr-. » * 


guing, to put a Young Beaucifal Lady. 
out of Conceit. with herſelf, in hopes to 
make her neglectful of her Charms. 
Some People open a Book any where, 
and mis read a fe Lines, throw 


it by 5 there fore, if you ſhould ſtum- 1 


bn 150 the wicked Sophiſtry of Do- 
rante, I would deſire you to go oa 
little further t to ſee how his Notions 


Es are . 


e to fur- ” 
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are deteſted, both by the Aunt and the 


Woe. 
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_ My Deſign through the whole, is to 


let young Ladies know whatever is 


; dreadful in Marriage; and this could 
not be done, but by introducing ene 


tho? Lucinda ſpeaks altogether againſt 
Matrimony, don't think that I do fo 
too. N 


21 expect to be cenſured for lerrin 


Women talk of Politicks ; but fir 
mind, how little Antonia ſays to the 
Matter, and then examine Lucinda's 


Character. Eraſmus in his Ichthuopha- | 


Lia treats of more abſtruſe Matters, 
than I do in any Part of the Dialogues ; 
and yet the Perſons in all Probability 
are leſs accompliſh'd than mine; for 


bone is a Butcher, and the other à Fiſh- 
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The PREFACE. 
By leaving the Story of Leonora un- 
finiſhed, it might have been expected 
theſe Dialogues ſhould have been con- 
tinued, as tis hoped they will, when 
the Story of Leonora will be compleat= i 
ed, and the Character of Mincio will! 
a — 
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Ere, Niece, take my Ha ndker- 
chief, 1 now, if you 
can find nothing elſe to co- 
ver your Nakedneſs 

knew. what a Fulſome Sight it was, Fam ui 

you would not go ſo bare: Icann't abide your- 

Naked Breaſts: ORE up and down 3 it makes 
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423 4 
Antonia. Tin't clean, Aunt; beſides, tis ſo 
hot 1 cann't endure any Thing about my Neck; 
1 hate to be ſtifled up ſo. — 
Lu. Harkee, Antonia, thoſe little Pretences 
won't paſs upon your Aunt ; tin't the Heat of the 
Weather, *tis the Heat of your Blood, your 
Wantonneſs, and Laſcivious Thoughts, tis 
they that are the Cauſe of all your im- 
moderate Behaviour. Do 1 ever go fo? 
Or do ye think I han't Breaſts as well as 
Ou: = 
F Ant. When I am as Old as you, Aunt, per- 
haps I'll do as you do: Tho' you are pleaſed to 
find fault with my Behaviour, I don't know that 
ever I was guilty of any Immodeſty in my Life: 
I don't invent the Faſhions ; but indeed 1 don't 
love to be pointed at for affecting Singularity. 
I Dreſs my ſelf as l ſee other young Gentlewomen 
Ws my Stays are not cut lower than other Peo- 
8.5 EE ¾ Nd 
| 5 Luc. Don't make ſo many excuſes, Dear 
Child; what ſignifies the Faſhion ; What ſignify 
your Stays? Yeſterday twas as hot again as it is ® 
now, then all the while we were in the Garden, I h. 
rather than to have your White Skin Tand'd 
vou could endure your Handkerchief, and your 
Mask, both; then you” was cloſe muffled up, 
and | did not hear you once complain of being 
CO 8 
Ant. As long as I uſe no Art to make m 
Skin White, I hope' tis no Sin, Aunt, to keq 
onthifiag Sun-burnt. | 1 — ws 


*x Po t'5 2 9 r 4 i» OD 21 I Wa 
"Yes; and for what reaſon do 19 5 4 


it white? To raiſe up fitifu THoughts in others 


If your Breiſts were © Yetlow or Freckled ve 
know, they would not be ſo inviting to the Feliz. 
| * . | CE We 5 lows 


* / 


— 3 — —ů— 
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8 
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x tows; but 1 declare it, was I a Man Pd foit at 
3 em. | 5 | 4 EY, 1 oe 
Ant. Then if you was a Man, Aunt, you 
would not be counted a very civil onde. 
Luc. Oh! How I fhould loath the Creatures 
ur that ſhould ſhew ſuch monſtruous Impudence ! 
You talk of Dreſſing your ſelf, this is Undreſ- 
\ | fing ; you are half naked: As for your Stays, if 
it be the Faſhion to have em cut ſo, you might 
find out ſomething elſe to cover your Body; but 
you are ſo far from ſtriving to hide it, that the 
very Shift is put by, for fear it mould hinder the 
Eye : I cant call it taking up your Smock, but 
it is pulling it off, which is worſe; ſuppoſe yout 
Stays were cut as low as your Navel, pray 
would ye ſhew it? Nay, it does not want above 
Three 'or Four Inches of it now. Women, in 
ſtrianeſs, ſhould never appear in Publick but 
veiPd 5 at leaſt Young Women ſhonld never ſhew 
their Faces toany Men, buttheir neareſt Relati- 
gail - Ant. Indeed, Aunt, when *tis the Faſhion to 
1 ihe veil'd I won't ſtick out, but I ſhall hardly 
rden, begin firſt. „ „„ 
and Lac. I don't bid you be veil'd, Mrs. Pert, 
your but there is abundance of difference between 
a VP:Mveiling, and going bare-aſs'd. Faſhions and Cu- 
being toms, I know, have alter'd with the Times; 
ſometimes People have wore long Cloaths, ſome- 
times ſhort ones; but I never heard, or ever read 
T "Wot an Age before this, if the People were an 
--; vays Civilisd, but they had ſome Garment or 
| other (whatever they did to their Legs and 
-*> MArms) to cover the main Body, the Trunk it- 
elf; now-a-days, the very Virgins, that ſhould 
de the Temples OS 80 with their * 
| D 2 : ales 
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dies half medal; and not only ſo, but the Obſcene 


Ant. I never knew that one” 8 Neck was an 


Neck ends at the Collar-bone, this is your Cheſt, 


Theſe are your Breaſts; you make a ſtrange long 


the very Marks of your Body, by which ye are 


to Wickedneſs; but it is much more ſo, to pro- 


0 TY 
Part of their Body. 


obſcene Part. | 
Luc. What you call your Neck i is here,! your 


your Boſom, this. is the Pit of your Stomach, 


Neck of it; and are like the Sign-painters, who 
only call it a Head, tho they Paint a Man or 
a Woman. as far as the Waſte ; you may a8 well 
call it your Chin as your Neck. | 

Ant. Well, let it be call'd Boſom, or what 
Part you pleaſe, why is it obſcene? 

Luc. Why, I wonder you ſhould ask that 
Queſtion; can any Thing be more obſcene than 


known to be a Woman: All Vertuous People 
think it obſcene in either Man or Woman to 
ſhew any Thing naked that may tempt the other 


ſtitute thoſe Parts, by which the. SEXES are dis 
ſtinguiſh'd. 

Ant. If that be true, Aunt, a longfuſty Beard 
muſt be a very obſcene Sight, for there the Men 
differ from our Sex with a witneſs ;; and yet! 
declare | could ſee a Beard of a Yard and a ha 


without any manner of Temptation. h 
Luc. Now you think you have aid a mighty C 
Thing, I warrant ye. 0 
Ant. Indeed, Aunt, I wonder any Civil Go w 


vernment ſhould ſuffer People to draw o/c 

and Aaron, and all the Patriarchs with fo muck Ei 
Obſcenity about em. In the Picture of Abraham 
Offering, that hangs o'the top of our Stair 


Falſe, ane Old Gentleman has Hair enough "Be hi 
| ear 


„ Lo - 


Jp wa ” 
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which, if he had lived in this Age, no doubt, 
but Every body would have had adviſed him to, 


becauſe. he is ſo very Bald. ng 
Luc. How fain now would you be witty upon 


ſtinction of Sexes, but you only ſhew your Ig- 
norance. I deny that Beards diſtinguiſh the Sex; 


gf, we * LY ; p 2 
. Beard to make him a good handſome Perriwig, 


\ 


Beards, and ridicule what I ſaid about the Di- 


Beards are Hair, and for the generality, Men, 


i or when they arrive to their full Strength, are more 


well or leſs hairy all over; their Face, Arms, Legs, 
Breaſt, no place is free; and, ſtritly ſpeaking, 
hat Men differ from Women in every Thing; their 


Skin is not ſo plump as ours, nor the Grain of 


that I if ſo fine; their Muſcles and Sinews are more 
than Brawny and Conſpicuous than ours; we differ 
e are in the very Make of our Bodies; Men are broad- 
eople I er in the Shoulders, than the Hips, with us it is 
an to quite contrary, but by theſe Things our Sexes are 
other not diſtinguiſhed. I have known a Woman 
o pro- that had Hair between her Breaſts, and ſome 


forced to clip it every Week; nay, there are 
Women, that are conſtantly ſhaved as well as 


which is no diſtinguiſhing CharaQer. 


only in Jeſt, for I believe few Women are charm'd 
with *em. | | | > 3 8 3 
Luc. Not ſo neither, Child, this is another 


B 3 ; | plicity 


& 


have ſo much about their Face, that they are 


Men; therefore there can be noObſcenity in that, 


Ant, Indeed, Aunt, you need not have taken 
half the Painsto convince me, that Beards are not 
Obſcene, I never thought*'em ſo, what 1 ſaid was 


Error, but as I have ſhew'd you the Folly of 
your Compariſon of the Men's Beards with Wo- rr 
men's Breaſts, ſo now Iwill ſhew you your Sim- 


{ 


9 


4 


: (6) 
=. plisity, in thinking that there are no Allurements 
M geards forwithoutqueſtion they ane deſign'd 

1 28 great Ornaments to Men; but as not hi logks 


pes | 
$35 


EHandſome as is not in the Mode, ſo Beards being 
14 | not in Faſhion, vou ſee Nobody wear 'em, but 


133 here and there a poor old Creature, or ſome naſty 
: H | Novenly Fellow or other, that would never be very 
118 tempting, Beard, or. no Beard; and this is the 


*Reaſon why Women Uiſlike long Beards: Gen- 
tlemen now-a-days keep em cloſe Shaved, fo 
that there is no knowing a handſame Beard from 
k another; but when it was the Faſhion to let em 
+ 88 grow, no doubt but the Women of thoſe Ages il « 
* Preferr'd a thick, ſtrong, brown, curl'd, buſh I 
Beard, to a thin, lank, ſtraggling one, that had v 
all the Colours of the Rainbow in it: But be- + 
Ades, Beards are Graceful, even as they wear em t 
n. 
m 


Ae 2 
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8 now; for tho' they are cut never ſo cloſe, there 
1 are Signs enough remaining, by which tbey may 
1% be diſcovered; and conſult but your own 
Thoughts, which do you eſteem to be the hand- 
Jomeſt Chin? That on which the Marks of a  «r 
FRrong Manly Beard appears, or that of a milk- th 
chopp'd Fellow, that has not a Hair about wi 
bis Face, and looks like a Girl in Man's \y 
A. Truly, Aunt, I never ſtare ſo much in IM W 
| Men's Faces to mind the difference. 
Luc. The Jeſs the better, aſſure your (elf; I yo; 
but leaving the Beards to their Owners, bla 
J hope you are fatisfy'd after what I have ſaid, N wit 
that it is not modeſt. for Women to ſhew their I you 
naked Breaſts to all the World, _ noy 
Ant. I confeſs, Aunt, I am not of your Opi- wer 
nion, but think that nothing is immodeſt in Dreſ- 


bas, burwhen Prople meim thoſe'Farts, which 
o 8 . ; TY : 1 


Ie 5 


the Cuſtom of the Country bids em 155 In 
ſome Countries Women's Fetticoats re 


h* Ns a 
little lower than their Knees ; yet if hefe à 


man, walking along the Strect, ſhonld: 4 up 
her Coats above the Calf o ber Leg, Every- 
body would call her image 17 therefore if 
any Parts be Obſcene, they ſuch as 
are careful A. and not thoſe . re uſedt to 
be bare. = | 
Luc. O ſtrange! O Frange e What Age do we 
lire in? What Lotions are theſe ? That no part 
is Obſcene, when 'tis the Faſhion to ſnew it. 
Suppoſe once it ſhould be the Faſhion for Wo- 
men to be covered all over, except from the Na- 


vel to half way their Thi hs, which would be 
the Obſcene Parts, thoſe t at were covered, | 


thoſt e that. were in view 58 


1 

Ant. I don't believe there ever will be ach 1 
naſty Faſhion, and therefore I need not trouble 
my . about that Suppoſition. 

Luc. 9 auen dat a wilde Creature you 
are San It ieves ine to the very Soul to 
think, ho guch 905. are alter'd for the worſe, 
within we hires: or Foy r Years, that ye wrote 
Worian. T have given You a vittuons Education; 

y Conſcience i is diſcharged ; I can do no more: 
When. Fo Was between Fourteen and Fifreen, 1 
thought, I ſhould have had ſome Comfort of 
you; but flow I ſee that all my Hopes are 
blaſted; Oh! Then your Cheeks were not ſtained 
with thoſe guilty Bluſhes : How meek was then 
your Looks? How modeſt your Eyes? Which 
now rowl like Fire-Balls, and ſhoot, as if they 
were ready to fly out of Jour Head, 


— 


(8) 


Anti I am forry, Aunt, that you ſhould like 


my Looks worſe now I am in IHealth, Pay 


when I was eat up with the Green-Sickneſz, an 


my Eyes had no more Livelineſs in them, than 


the Eyes of a dead Whiting. 


Luc. Do not talk to me; every Thing abont 
you ſmells ſo ſtrong of the Harlot, I cann t abide 
you; what have you done to your Hair? What 


makes i it 0 bright and fo ſhining ? 


Ant, I don't know; I have 1 nothing to it; : 


I han't put 0 much as a little Powder in 


e. 
2 If it was Red, or Yellow, you would 


995 Wray put enough in it; what an odious Wa 


have you of Dreſſing your Head; all that Hair 
there, methinks, looks moſt abominably ; > Pri- 
Thee, Niece, cut off your Head of H air, ane [PI 
give you Five Guineas, 

Ant. Thank you, Aynt, I mig ht have above 
Ten for it, if I would ſell it; but f am not cove- 


tous; neither do I think it looks Handſome for a 


Gentlewoman to cut off her Has for yy Lucre 
of Money ;.I would do it with al Heart to 
pleaſe Jp if yon would ſtop 1 688 but y ou are 
leaſe to find ſo much fault with 1 my LAOS in 
Sara, Em afraid, ſhould I cut off Js Hair to 


Day, to Morrow you'd ask me, to put out-one of 


my Eyes, and 1 ſhould. not wilihgty doſe 
either of them, becauſe they are Fellows. 

Luc. If yon knew, Antonia, how little your 
Jeſting and Joking becomes ye, when 1 Would 
give ye Good and W holeſomg Advice, you would 
not be ſo fond of it. It is, as you ſay, not only 
your Hair that dif pleaſes me, but your Forehead, 

your Eyes, your Lips, y Year Me and Dreſs, 


j ex 


ead, 
Dreſs, 


they 


we are known to be Women; if 


{pak © 


"they are all _ offenſive to a Chaſte and 
Vertuous Eye: But above all, that large Tract 


of Clear, een Skin, which you are 


only pleas'd to call your Neck, though i it reaches 


- above half Way your Body. 


Ant. You ſay, Aunt, that ſheming, our Boſom. 

is indecent, becauſe of our Breaſts, by which 

the Miſchief. 

lyes here, L wonder you never. ſpoke to our 

* who ſhews Three times as much Breaſt 
as I. 

Luc. What, "Betty, Poor Greaf 7 Wenchlz 
that with a huge Pair of Dugs ſtands ſweating 
and broiling over the Fire! She would hide N 
if ſne could; you ſee her Bodice are cramm d that 
they are ready to burſt. What ſhauld ſhe doe, 
pray? If. you would. not have her leave the re- 
mater Open. the muſt be choaked..; She does, 

not do it out fl Pride, becauſe ſhe thinks it looks 
Handſome. Where could be the. eee 
pray, in ſeeing thoſe Tawny Bags, lye quaking; . 
before her like 3 Tub of Size, thangh. they axe. 
penn'd up ſo cloſe, that ſhe can hardly ſqueeze. 
the Key 4 4 K the Pantrey | erween them. Von 
1 made 4 Fine Compar Hon :. What you, — 
with a Wicked Deſi; ign 3% ſhew.your Beeaſ 
Mane WF hinkth em a trackive and enſna 79 4 

They. t 15 call Sun but 9 

are nothing our Hig'pand Rroad (Cheſt... 8 

w filthily WE boldly they ſtand Pos BYE aur, 
Kh hid defiance to your Slay 53,008 would 
think that any Thing made of Fleſh could be = 
hard 15 80 as they are: Na you are 2 Lof 
a Piece; do but mind once; wit Ag how much Im- 
modeſty that Orange, and them e are e ſtuck, 
0 ch. ep N * ye 
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Op pinion, that it 


have 


(10 Y 
Ant. Ha, ha, ba! 3 | 
Luc. Do you haugh, Hu'Nyfe Youhare more 
Reaſon to cry, to fee yourſelf made an loftry- 
ment of the Devil to ruin Souls wWithal. 
"Ant. Indeed, Aunt, I could not forbear laugh- 
ing; when I heard you talk of the immodeſty of 


the 8 e. 
Wet, doy you wonder at that ? Don t ye | 


think” a Bawd is immodeſt ? 

Ant. 1 ſuppoſe ſo; thou hl never was ac- 
quainted with any, as | know of. 

Luc. Would you not think her to he aBawd; 
that ſhould turn up a Handſome You Crea 


and Goers? 
"Ant. Such a one would be a Jade indeed; bot 
what relation has this to the Orange? 


Perhaps you think it much worſe: to me 
the Under. part, than the Upper - part of a 


| Woman, but that's à Grand Miſtake | : That Parts 
which is the moſt handſome, and conſequently, 


the moſt tempting to Sin, is without. doubt the 
— Abominable Shew. Now which do you 


ture, and ſhew all what ſhe hind to all omers : 


* moſt agreeable Part 4 Woman? 


hout Diſpute the Uppe 
— * Women are 17 177 ch e A 


r as nom 
Naked; 


never be N 7 
the Lower parts, for there W en are U 
= ape, Naſty Creatures, or elſe der 17 0 
ro 


4 No, they are only afraid Men will deſpiſe 
and hate them for it. Bo you not think in 5 5 


oyn Conſcience, that if the Under parts of Wo- 


7 vou 
. 
"ag hat makes me of your . 


. 


ugkt vp the Faſhion of ſhewing 190 | 
long ago. Don't think tis let alone out 90 Mo- 


men were ſet in as full View, as now the Upper, E 


28 
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they would in a ſhort Time become very loath- 
ſome to the Spectators? I remember what juſt 
now you ridiculed the Pictures of the Old 
E z and pray what do think of 
Ant. I do not underſtand what you mean, nei- 
ther do I defire to know any Thing of it : I can 
only tell ye, that 1 never thought all this de- 
pended upon a poor Orange; I promiſe ye, that 
to Morrow P11 put in a Lemon. 
Tuc. Then you'll mend the Matter much; 
Oranges, Lemons, jJeſlemin, and all manner 
Noſegays, or Breaſt-knots, have the ſame Effect, 


_— 
E 


and are put there for the ſame Purpoſe. e. 
Ant. I always thought ſo too, and cann't ima» 
Nuss fince You are ſuch an Implacable Enemy to 
Nakedneſs, you ſhould not approve of Breaſt» 
Knots and ee for I am ſure one's Stays 
Took very bare without ſomething, or other qpon 
them. 3 fe J 
Tuc. Would you have me believe, they are 
there to hide any Thing, or to ſmell to? Poor 
Girl? They are not placed there on ſo fooliſh an 
Errand; your Aunt knows better; their Buſineſs 
there is to gather the Rays of the Eye, on that 
White Vale there betwixt your Breaſts, and fix 
it on your Boſom; andas a Spot ina White Cloth 
draws the Sight to it whether we wil or no, 
ſo that Orange is ſet there to engage the Standers- 
by, and for fear it might be over Iook d, points at 
the Shew, with which you are ſo generouſly 
pleas'd, at the Expence of your Modeſty, to 
treat the Publick. And you that love to be Wits 
ty, Antonia, Hall 1 tell you in a Word how if 
looks in regard to your Skin?n 5 a 
Aut. What you pleaſe, Aunt, 


Luc. Fot 
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Tac. For all the World like a to an Ad- 

vertiſement of what you would diſpoſe of 
Ant. All this cann't put me out of Humour 
Luc. What are you muttering between your 
"Teeth * You uſed to be ſo quick at Repartee, An- 
rg : How do you like my Simile ? Haye I gal- 
you Jay, tis to be hop'd I ſhan't be Iong without 
a Chapman; and depend upon it, ifI can meet 


with a good one to my Mind, I'll part with the 
Cargoe ations] tone 


© Luc. It's eaſy to be ſeen, you are weary of 
it.; but you talk of a good one; I believe an in- 
different one would ſerve your Turn. 
At. Icann't help your Cenſures, Aunt 3 but 
I am not ſo weary of it, as you imagine: It ſhall 
meyer go but on very good Term. 
Luc. Perhaps you don't know, Antonia, that 
it is a Notion among Merchants, that when 
_ . Goods have been much expoſed and blown upon, 
and the Owners ſeem very deſirous to be rid of 
zem, Creditable Dealers won't meddle with 
dem, unleſs they can get them for a Song. 
Ant. For a Song, Aunt! The beſt He that 
wears a Head ſhall never boaſt of Favours from 


* 


n, x 
Luc. What, Niece, do yon leave the Meta- 
Phor ? I thought, that was your Beloved Way of 
Speaking. Airy Ladies ſhould notexpreſsthem- 
Lelves, as the Vulgar do. I am afraid you can go 
on with it no furtger. 5 
Ant. I am not to be accountable for other 
Lady's Actions; as to my ſelf, I love to make 
uſe of my Words according to the Common Ac- 
ceptation; and I never gave any Reaſon for cy 

| Im⸗ 


Imputaticn; more than 4 Wantonnels and Ia | 
fear that: Or, was it only an excuſe, to ſtudy the 
_ whilſt ? Pray, Niece, let me heap what it is you 


like the Goods, the Euer but little what Spight⸗ 


III Name to New Beginners for no other Reaſon 
their Commodities 2197 to on a nou: Bar- 


yon can ſay a great deal; but if by Old Traders 


Fo 3) 


modeſty you are pleas d to charge me with : Not, 
Aunt, but I could anſwer you in your own. bm yen 
if J hada Mind to make ye angry. 85 

Luc. Make me angry!“ I dare a you don't | 


would ſay? 
Ant. 1 could ſay, that when Pobpbe of Skill 


ful Neighbours ſpeak againſt them ; that Old 
Traders commonly envy Young Ones ; ; that in- 
ſtead of aſſiſting of them, and wiſhing them 
well, they endeavour to undermine their Cre- 
dit, and blow em up, if they can: That, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, it vexes them to the Heart, to ſee 
the other thrive, becauſe they unjuſtly look up- 
on them, as ſo many Intruders into their Buſineſs. 
I could ſay, that they often maliciouſly give an 


than to blaſt their Reputation, and undervalue 


gain. 1 5 
Luc. So, Niece, I hear that right or wro eng 


you mean me, you are mightily Ferrous» we | 
I never dealt that Way. 


Ant. You never was Marry'd indeed. <6 
Luc. Your Spleen don't offend me, Niece zout 
with it; you would ſay I did worſe. 


Ant. I don't ſay ſo: I am not ſo Cenſorious as 
others, 
Luc. But youdeſerve more tobe cenſured chan 
thoſe others; for I can never think, if any Thing 
offer'd, you would be ſo difficult, or ſtand upon. 
thoſe dd 7 you talk off; and I am apt to 
N believes 


— 


- "hs; S oa” * 


e andy than kee the ( 


-would do. well in a T ragedy, 


£599). 


= your Hands, you'd give: Truft by! Retail. 
Ant. Pray Aunt ſpeak plain, and tell me, 

yon believe Im a Common Whore. 

Luc. Could the Courteous Antonia be ever 


Ornel ? No ſure; you have no denying Face, 


Child: And when People 4 are ſo obliging in ſhew- 


_ ing their Goods, who would not think, but that 
Any one might have a Sample for asking? 
How ! In Tears, Niece ! 98 12 with Remorſe ? 


wow you plead guilty? ? 
Ast. You ſhall think as you pleaſe, Aunt; tis 
my Comfort, that all your Foul Aſperſions cann't 
make me ſo: I don't Cry, becauſe I am Conſei- 
ous of any Crime; it is my Wrong'd Innocence 
that bleeds through my Eyes. 
Luc. That was an Heroick Fl ie Niece, and 
it ben t in one 


. 

An. Lid rather be bury d alive, than be thus tors 
mented every Day : And pray for what ? For 
not being Lame, Blind, or Crooked: If I was 
as frightful as the Devil, perhaps I ſhould lead 


a better Life; for whenever I have an er 


about me that looks tolerably well of late, 1 
am ſure to be abuſed for it. If my Mother 
might have lived to ſee me grown up, ſhe would 
have taken delight in it, Poor Woman! But I 
have neither Father nor Mother, my Siſter's but 
a Child; would it not make a Stone weep, to ſee 


tze only Relation, that ſhould take my Part, ſet all 


her Wit to work to render me odious, and blaſt 
my Reputation, for nothing elſe, but becauſe I 


won't be ſingular, and dreſs my ſelf as other 


Young Ladies do; My Father was a Baronet; tis 


true, he liv'd to ſpend all he had; but then my 
| Aunt 


unt that's dead has handſomely. proved ſot᷑ us: 
Five Thouſand Pound is no deſpicable Fortune 
for a Young Woman that's of a Good Family 
I don't go above it, nor covet Rich Cloaths.; I 
love to be Clean, and have my Things made Fa- 
ſhionable: You gave me Education, I own it, 
and thank ye for it; but then on my Side, have 
I not always paid ye the ſame Reſpect, as if you 
had been my own Mother? What have I done to 
deſerve your IIl- will? Do Iconverſe withany Bo- 
dy, that is not ſuitable to my Quality? What In- 
diſcretion have I been guilty of? Who is more 
reſery'd in Men's Company than I? I never was 
alone with one in my Life, unleſs it was inſeeing 
me Home from ſome Ball,Publick Entertainment, 
or other Solemnity, where it would have been 
1 | Rudeneſs to deny em; and yet had I been the | 
Strumpet to a Regiment of Foot Soldiers, you bl 
4 could not have talk'd to me worſe than you dos. i 
B I think my ſelf in Heaven, when Lenjoy but one | | | 
Hour without being rail'd at. | 128 "tf 
Luc. Indeed, Antonia, the Hardſhips you la. 
bour under are beyond Meaſure, at leaſt any Bo- - 1 
dy would think fo, to ſee ye in this Poſture, and | 
hear your Moan) for it is not to be believed 


that a Young Lady, towhom Nature has been ſo | | | 
laviſh, and Fortune no niggard; one that never _ 1 | 
ſhew'd a great Diſlike to the World, | ſhould M 
wiſh herſelf öury'd "ANVE,Yather thin bear her 4 


Torments any longer, unleſs they exceeded the 
Common Rate of Afflictions: However, I had ra- 
ther ſee ye in this Humour than when you are 
laughing at all Good Councel, and jeering every 
Thing that's Chaſte and Sober. „ | ; 40 
Aut. I ſuppoſe ſo ; becauſe now I look i 
A © 7] Fl 
e Luc. |! | 
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Luc. I. don't think you do: But it is not for 


' 
* 


that; z it is becauſe I love a Meek OY better 


than aStubborn one. . 
An. Your Servant, Aunt: : . 5 1 7775 
Zac. Whither would ye * 

Ant. Up into my Chamber, ualcſs you hove 


an Thing to command me, 
1 E E 


ED: Manat EG Bea 


THE SECOND 


DIALOGUE 


"BETWEEN, 


Lucinda. and Antonia. . 


Antonia” 


HAT i is Four Pleaſure with me, 
. Aunt ? Grace told me JM 


wanted me + 

Luc. What, Crying ſtill! Come wipe your Eyes, 
and lay by that Calls Look: I believe we 
talk*d till we were both too hot. I ſent for you 
to take a Walk with me up the Orchard; there 


is no Sun: I have ſomething to ſay to 125 that. 


I know won't diſpleaſe ye. 
Ant. | Vl wait on ye Aunt. 


Luc. Don't you know, Antonia, what an An- 
tipathy I have againſt Men? How mortallyI de- 


teſt the whole Sex ? And how carefully I have al- 


ways endeavour d to infuſe the lame Principles | 


into you ? 


Ant. Yes, Aunt, I do; and _ often won- 


der'd, what Reaſon you could have to hate them 


ſo much; becauſe l have heard you ſay, that my 
Grandfather was ſuch a Good Man; and as to o- 


ther Men, 14 4 always ſhunn'd their Converſ. tion, 
and woul 


ſeldom admit of any in your Com. 
My -- C | Luc. D © 
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| By the Hatred I thought you had conceivec 


8 4 
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Luc. Tho' I have not experienc'd them to my 


own Coſt, I have done that which is more ad- 
viſeable, taken Warning from the Miſeries I ſaw 


em bring upon. others ; but of that hereafter; 
Firſt, I would let ye know, that having that A- 
verſion to Marriage, when your Mother was dead 
I look'd upon yoù and your Siſter, as the only 
Heirs I was to have; and from that Time treated 
you both in every Reſpect, as if you had been my 
own Children. When your Aunt Clarinda dyed, 
you was between Eleven and Twelve Years Old, 
and began to ſhew ſo much Wit and Good Hu- 
mour, ſo Eaſy and Obliging a Temper, that I 
will freely own it, Antonia, I thought no Body's 
Company ſo agreeable as yours: And what 
leas'd me moſt, was, that though we differ'd 

fo much in Years, you ſeem'd as fond of me, as 


dec you; was I in the Garden, you'd 


ſoon be there; if ſometimes 1 had lock d my 
ſelf up in my Cloſet, twould not be long hut [ 
ſhould have ye knock at the Door upon ſome 
'Pretence or other; either to ſhew me your Work, 


or your Writing, or ele to ask me ſome Pretty 


"Queſtion about what you had ſeen or read: 
Every Thing you did was delightful to me; but 
above all, nothing raviſhd me more than that 
I ſaw ye have that ill Opinion of Men which 
they deſerve : Whenever there was an Op- 
pPortunity to rail at the Sex, you would exclaim 
againſt them with lndignation, and ſeem to have 
a Horror for the very Name. ns > 


Ant. I was but a Child then, Aunt. 
Luc. No Matter what you was; I am ſure 
you was in the right; and I wiſh, I could ſay the 
fame of you now: But pray don't interrupt me 


agaiaſt 


: (g)) 

againſt Men, my Wiſhes were compleat, and I 
thought nothing but Death ſhould ever part us. 
This Golden Age laſted till ye was paſt Fifteen 3 
but then you alter'd. viſibly every Day: All on 
a ſudden yon grew very Neat, not the leaſt Spot 
muſt be ſeen in your Cloaths; no Body could 

get up your Linnen, or ſtarch your Lace or Muſ- 
lin, to pleaſe ye; and you hardly ever appear d 
my in an Undreſs:: The Faſhion was all your Diſ- 
ed, courſe; and whatever Money you could get was 
id, laid out in Plays and Romances ; a little after 
Hu- you grewea great Admirer of Country Dances; 
at I and though yon had learn'd to ſing, and to play 
ly's on the Harpſicord, yet there were ſome very 
er d InfſtraQion, and a Muſick-maſter you muſt have; 
„ a3 you know [allowed whatever you deſir'd, for in 
ou d all that I thought there was no great Harm. 
my The Firſt Time I ſuſpected the Cauſe of your 
but ! Change was one Evening in the Walks; I bad 
ſome often before obſerved, with Pleaſure, that when 
For we met any Men your Looks were ſo free and 
unconcern'd, that every one might ſee you nei- 
ther fear d, nor defir'd, to meet their Eyes; but 
that Evening I ſpeak. of, meeting a Gentleman, 
that was very well dreſs'd, I happen' d to take par- 


tering your Gate, aſſume a certain Firmnęſs in 
your Steps, that was not uſual; when he came 
near, the Stretching out of your Neck had pulF& 
up your Bubbies, which were then but-juſt bud- 

ding out; he look'd upon you very hard, you 
bluſh'd, and your Eyes, that look'd as if they 
had been newly varniſh'd, were very ſtedfaſtly 
hxd on the Gone. be oo ia” 


hd 


ticular Notice of you; when he was yet a good 
Way off I ſaw you raiſe your Body, and by al- 


2 Ant, What 
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An. What could be a greater Si — 
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. Thing Pray hear me out. hen we were 
took you home, and was more concern'd at what 
I had ſeen, than ever I had been at any Thing 
"mace my Father dye. den ug 


| | Act. You thought perhaps it was a Gallant. 


thought, that Nature had been playing her Tricks, 


the Preſence of Men makes an Impreſſion upon 
Women, it renders them uneaſy, and ſets their 
Imagination to work; it is a certain Sign, that 
their Averſion to Men is not long liv'd: After 
that Day, the more I examir'd into your Actions 
the more I found my Suſpicion true: It was then 
that I ſtrove with all my Power to divert 


I often perſwaded you to Faſting to prevent 
the Roving of your Fancy; I adviſed you to fre- 
quent Prayers, and the Reading of Pious Books. 

1 foreſaw Two Evils that were equally dreadful 

to me, whenever you marry'd : The Firſt was, 
That you ſhould become a Prey to Man, and 
conſequently be made miſerable by that Sex which 

1 ſo much abhorr'd. The Second, That I ſhould 

| loſe the Company of what in all the World I va- 
lud moſt- But in ſpight of all my Endeavours, as 
Four Wit and Beauty encreas'd, ſo did your Care 
4 nin ſetting every Thing off to the beſt Ad vantage; 
Wo you grew. Cunning enough at laſt to find out, 
tdthat every Charm I perceived in ye ſtabb'd me to 
hit the Heart : This made you ſhun, and hate me ; 
but the Real Cauſe, of what I ſaid or did, was 
my Fear of loſing you, and not my Envy, as you 
Fe | 1magia'd. 


» 


"Luc, I don't ſay it to upbraid you with any 


paſs d him, I aid nothing to him, but preſently 


Lut. No Child, I thought the Truth; I 


and told you what Mould you was made of; when 


* your Thoughts, to allay the Heat of your Blood; 
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the Room, it was with as much Faintneſs, as 


imagin'd. 1 ſtudy'd a Thouſand Arguments to 
prove the Happineſs of a Single Life; but very 
often, in the midſt of 'em, your Stretching. your 


Short Sighs, your Seeming Wearineſs, the Lan- 
iſhing of your Wiſhing Eyes, your Abrupt 
otions and ſudden Starts, would fo maniteſtly- 


4 


declare your Thoughts, as if you had'openly told 


me, Your: Reaſons are falſe, for what I long for i 
not ro be found in my ſelf. About Seventeen you 
was at the Worſt ; then you- never kept Two 
Minutes in one Poſture : If you walk'd through 


— 


if your Back had been broke; and if you ſtood 


ſtill, it was always leaning againſt ſomething 


or other, and ſeldom on both Legs, whilſt the 
Small of the one would be continually hitting, 
the Calf of the other: A Hundred Pranks) 
you would, play with your Legs; when you; 
ſat: down, the. Heel of one Foot would always 


be rubbing and preſſing the other's in Step 2 


Sometimes when you thought you was not ob-: 
ſerv'd, h 
ſelf backward, and clapping your Legs alter- 


natively over one another, ſqueeze your Thighs: 


together with all the Strength you had, and 
in a Quarter of an Hour repeat the fame to- 


all the Chairs in | the Room ? Many Times, 0 
Antonia, have I ſeen you fit in that Careleſfs 


Manner, and halt ſhutting your Eyes, whilſt your 
Head would ſlowly drop down from one Sboul- 


der, bite on your Lip with ſo Craving, and ſo 


Begging a Look, that I have pity'd you my ſelf, 
and ſpoke, to make you think on ſomethingelle : : 
Every Action, and every Limb, betray'd your 


Deſires, your Tongue only excepted ; nay, I have _ 
0.ten fear'd that that likewiſe would have been 
Fad ET. 8 5 drawn 


paſſionately would you throw your- 


= 


» 
= 
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drawninto the Plot; and asF'd for Man asloud as: 
they. The only thing that kept ſome up Hopes in 


me was to ſee your Shyneſs: for Men continue ſo 


long; by that I gueſs'd at your Diſcretion, be- 
cauſe it ſhewed me that you knew the Danger; 
and to uphold it in you, I, told ye Five Hundred 
Stories about Rapes of my own Invention: Your 
Virtue and Modeſty I was perſwaded of, hut 


: they could do me no good; I never fear d any 
Thing baſe, I knew you had Pride enough to 
| ſecure your Honour. Foe? . 11 7 * * 


Fy 


Ant. Dear Aunt, I can hold no longer; 1 nes 
ver was more agreeably ſurpriz d in all my Liſe 
than now: May I think you never ſuſpected my 


Conduct? And that all the Faults you found 


were only an Artifice to keep my Undeſerving 
Company to your ſelf? The ſmall Gifts then, 
which Nature hath beſtow'd upon me, were ne- 
ver odious to you, and: you never diſliked-them, 
but as you fear'd they would be a Means to draw 
me from you: Is it poſlible that all that Pafſ- 
ſion, which't took for Spleen and Envy, was ſo 
much generous Love thrown away upon an Un- 
Thinking Gir!? e 
Luc. Can you doubt of it, Antonia? By Nature 
ou are my Niece, by Adoption my Daughter: 
155 but back, and call to mind how tenderly 
I have brought ye up from your Infancy; how I 
hugg'd and cheriſh'd ye when you was aChild, and 
what Delight I tock in ye? I ſhall never for- 
get it, when you was about Eight Years Old, 
Somebody told ye one Day that it was vul- | 
gar to ſay Aunt, and Father and Mother; 
you ſhould call me Madam: At which you 
jeemed very angry, and ſaid you would ne- 


ver call meſo; And when they asked the 


Reaſon, 


Reaſon, you anſiver'd; 
that Madam was not ſo loving a Word as Aunt. 


(„ 


ecauſe you was: ſures. 


Don't ye remember, Antonia, how I took ye 
up in my Arms and kiſs'd ye for it? Howl. 
told ye, you ſhould always ſay, Aunt; and af- 
terwards ſeveral Times enjoin'd ye never to call 
| Ant, I do remember it, and am aſham'< of 


my Stupidity.  _ 


Luc. Can you think Iſhould look upon. ye as 
my own and diſlike your Charms, if it was- not 


for that Reaſon I mention'd ? I have Eyes as 


well as others: You have your Share of Wit, 
and the Beauty of an Angel, Antonia; and allthat 
have ſeen, or heard ye, have wonder d, that ſo 
much Diſcretion ſhould: be join'd: with either. 
You don't know the Stratagems I have uſed to 
ſtifle the Addreſſes that have been made to me 
on your behalf: But when after all my Care 
I ſaw, that skilfully you began to manage wilde 
Nature, and grew dextrous at covering your eat 
ger Wiſhes with Art and Diſſimulation, I found 
your fear of Man was vaniſn'd; you could ſpeax 
to them without bluſhing, and look em in the - | 
Face with ſeemingly no more Concern, than in 
your Primitive Innocence: Then Hoſt: all my 
Hopes, and grew outrageous; I knew nothing 


would rouze you more, than to queſtion youf 


Vertue; I would leave nothing untry'd 3 and 
this has been the Way, that of late, I haye . 


attacked ye, in hopes to work ſome Change. 


When to Day, I had provoked ye ſo far, that 
found ye ſhedding Tears, I was ſorry that 1 f 
had ſaĩd ſo much: At firſt 1 ſtrove by Banter to 
recover ye; but when | ſaw you had left me, 


and was gone up to your Chamber, I could bear 


: 
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it, for I have watch'd you narrowly. 


(24 > 


it no longer, had you called, and was reſolved to 
reveal my Heart, and own every Thing, which 
I have told you ſince : Dear Niece, this is my 
Love's laſt Shift, I know I ſhall not keep you 


long. 


Ant. Obliging Aunt, your Love is ſo uncom- 
mon, I can neverrepayit; what muſt I do to ſhew 
my Gratitude? - » 


* 


Luc. You know, my Child; let me enjoy 


5 your Company, ſtay with me, and never 
Marry 0 | ; 


Ant. Don't urge me to make a Promiſe, I 
would not be raſh, I might repent it, tho' 1 
declare I never was in Love with any Man 


Tuc. If you had, T ſhould ſoon have known 


Ant. Indeed you have unmask'd my Soul, 


and trac'd my Thoughts through every Chink 


and Cranny of my Heart: I own, all what you 
have faid is true, but you ſhall not need any 
more take ſuch Pains to ſearch my Inclinations; 
henceforth I'll keep no Secret from you. 1 
would not queſtion your Wiſdom, Aunt, but! 
wonder at one Thing ; you ſay, I now look;up- 


on Man with as little Concern as before, then 
why ſhould you think me further gone, ſince it 


was the Loſs of that Unconcernedneſs, by which 
you firſt diſcovered, that Man had wrought up- 
on my Imagination ? I am certain, that I find 
not half that Diſturbance in my Heart, when a 
Man comes near me, that I felt before; I can 
govern my Looks, bridle my Actions much bet- 
ter, and methinks I have almoſt regain'd the 
Empire of my ſelf: Pray then, why do you 


judge that lam worſe ? 1 felt much greater Com- 


buſtion 


d  e e a 


buſtion within, than I do now, and 1 really be⸗ 


lieve the Danger is over. 


Luc. Youare miſtaken, Niece, the greateſt 
Danger lyes there, that you think it paſt : You . 
| muſt in this Caſe act, as a skilful Phyſician, ' 
and not always judge alike of the ſame Symp- 
toms, tho? in the ſame Diſtemper 3; for, as the 


State of it differs, ſo they may portend either 


Good or Evil; when you was a Child, you was 


not concerned at the Sight of Man; becauſe - 


you was ignorant, and innocent; and then itwas - 


a Sign, that your Fancy was clear and free ; but 
ſince that, every time you have ſeen or heard a 


Man, Nature has whiſpered to you, that you 


was a Woman: So that the Unconcernedneſs 


which now you. ſnew, proceeds from quite ano-— 


ther Cauſe. What diſorders young Women ſo 


much at the Sight of Man, is the Conflict be- 
tween their Natural Wiſhes, and the Inborn 
Modeſty of Virgins : ThisConfli& being become 


Habitual to you, diſturbs your Body not fo viſi- 
bly as it did. The Sailor in a Storm ſhews leſs 


Concern, and ſeems to be braver than the Soldier; 


not becauſe he has more Courage, or fears Death 


you” - 


leſs than the other, but becauſe the Dangers of 


the Sea are more familiar to him. When the 
Difference that is between the Two Sexes, firſt 


begins to run in the Minds of Virgins, all Men 


are repreſented aaked to their Imagination: This 


* 


makes 'em ſo uneaſy all over, that by every 


Action they betray what they equally wiſh and: 


fear, till by often being in Man's Company, 


4 
1 


without receiving any Harm, at laſt they grow 


bolder. If a Cat would leave off killing, and 
walk quietly ahout the Hou'e, without hurting 


= 


— 


by 


* 
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any Creature, the very Mice would come and 


play with her. | e 
Ant. 1 underſtand very well, whence. this 


Concern, which upon the Account of Man, we 


ſhew. at our firſt coming to Maturity, proceeds, 
and how by Degrees it wears off, but I cannot 

erceive, why it ſhould: be bad to loſe it. For 
Pluſing and being out of Countenanee, are no 


great Accompliſhments, and thoſe that are guil- 


ty of it, upon every ſlight Occaſion, are counted 
very raw and fooliſn. 1 25,610, 1 
Luc. I never ſaid it was bad to loſe it, Iwiſh 
you had loſt it with all my Heart: I did not ſay 
you could now look on Man. with no more Con- 
cern, than when you was a Child; but, ſeeming- 
ly with no more Concern. Whatever you like 
about Man, moves you perhaps more than ever, 
but that your Concern is leſs ſeen, is, becauſe 
you have learn'd Cunning enough to hide 
Ant, I confeſs, that every Thing Handſome 
affects me with more Thought than before; but 
then I am capable of examining, and taking eve- 
ry Thing to pieces; I can give my ſelf time of 
conſidering, whether it be worth my liking or not; 
and I remember, that formerly, if my Eyes but 
glanced upon a Gentleman, it would put my 
Soul into ſuch a Confuſion, I could not rally my 
Thoughts for a good while after: I would not be 
in that Condition again for the World; and I 
cannot imagine, why you think, that now I have 
ſo, much Government over my ſelf, 1 am in 
greater Danger, than I was,when 1 could contain 
neither Looks nor Limbs, and every Action be- 
tray d my inward Wiſſes. 


Luc * II 
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Luc. I'll tell you: As long as Maids cannot 
forbear ſhewing that Concern we ſpeak of, 
when Men are near, thecontinual Alarm keeps 
'em ſo much upon their Guard, there is no 
Miſchief to be fear d; their Fright is their Keep- 
er; the leaſt Touch of a Man puts em into ſuch a 
Conſternation, as if Raviſhing was the leaſt 
Thing to be expected; a Man cannot ſpeak to 
'em but it throws their Senſes in ſuch a Hurry, 
and makes em think on ſo many Things at once, 
that they either hear em not at all, or ſo con- 
fuſedly, that their Words can make but little 
Impreſſion upon em. But when Women have 
acquired that Government over themſelves, that 
you ſo much admire, then they are loſt and gone, 
for then they can be calm, and hear a Man 
ſedately ; then they'll fit down and hearken ta 
ſe Reaſon. „„ | e 
de Ant. And ſhould they not W Lo 8” 
. Luc. No, by no Means, never, if they would 
keep their Virginity unſpotted : No, Niece, ſhe 
that liſtens to them, is ruined, and her Liberty is 
loft. In Reaſoning, Women can never cope with- 
Men, they have a Thouſand Advantages beyond 
us; our Wit may be equal with theirs, but in eve- 
ry Thing elſe they exceed us, as well as in 
Strength of Body; it is thought ſufficient, if a 
Woman can but Read and Write, we receive no 
other Education, as to Learning: But where we 
leave off, they ſet out; they are not truſted to 
manage their own Affairs, before they are ſent to 
Schools, and Univerſities, to have their Intellectu- 


d 
* 


by ordinary Men, but by ſeveral, that are picked | 
and culled out of Thouſands, for excelling every 


og | | 4 


als mended and ſharpen'd:; not by ane Maſter, or 


1 
one in his own Profeſſion; here they have the 
Quinteſſence of Arts and Sciences, Politicks, and 
Worldly Cunning infuſed into them; and for 
Seven or Eight Years, all manner of Knowledge, 
as it were, beat into their Brain, with all the 
Application imaginable, whilſt we are pricking a 
Clout. Why ſhould we venture then (their 
Head pieces being ſo much better furniſhed than 
ours) to hold Arguments, or to Parley with 
them What is ſhort and plain we underſtand 
perhaps as well as they; but when Buſineſs is 
too Intricate or of too long a Coherence, tis 
beyond our Reach: Women are ſhallow Crea- 
tures, we may boaſt of Prattling, and be quick 
at a Jeſt, or Repartee, but a ſound and penetra- 
ting Judgement only belongs to Men, as the Ma- 
ſters of Reafon and ſolid Senſe- 08 
Ant. lam amazed to hear you ſpeak ſo well of 
them, I never knew you ſay any Thing in their 
Praiſe before. 6 $3003 1 
Luc. But, Niece, tho'I give the Devil his 
Due, I-ſtill defy him. I tell you this, becauſe 
you ſhould not ſlight your Enemy, but knowing 
his Strength, and your own Weakneſs, always be 


vpon your Guard and never truſt them. What 


muſt become of a Beſteged Town, if the Garriſon 
ſhould Mutiny, for want of what the Beſiegers 
court 'em to accept of? What ſignifies the Wil- 
dom,or the Bravery of the Governour ? He muſt 
either Surrender, or be knock'd down: Thus it 
is witha Maid, that a Man lays Siege to; what 
Confidence can ſhe have in her Reafon, when ſhe 
feels that her own Wiſhes within betray and o- 
yerpower it? | 


| Ant. Con- 


8 4 Ta _ \ , 


An. Conſidering the Hatred you have con- 
ceived againſt the Sex, I can't expect you ſhould 
talk otherwiſe, than you do: I own that there is 
fomething in my Heart, that pleads for Man in 


general, but 1 am well ſatis fyd it is not ſo 
ſtrong as to hinder me from duly weighing, 
what is ſaid to me, and examining every Cir- 


cumſtance: Had 1 been attacked Two Years 
ago, I was then of ſo little Defence, and I 


had ſo many Mutinies within, tho? never a Foe 
appear'd; that I could have made but a weak 
Reſiſtance ; but I am much Fortify*d ſince, and 
the Garriſon is kept in ſo good a Diſcipline, that 


I don't queſtion but I ſhould be able to hold out a 
whole Seaſon, againſt the boldeſt and ſubrilleft 
Warrior of em all, and never yield, but on ſuch 


Terms, as the generality of the World ſhould 


. approve of; as well as my ſelf. ?Tis true, I never 
had an Inclination hitherto to be a Nun, yet, as 
I told you, my Heart is free, and Il am no wiere 


engaged: I am but Nineteen Years Old, and to 
ſhow you that I am in no haſte, for the Sake 
of your extraordinary Love of my Company, fo 
much beyond my Deferts, and the Eſteem with 
which you are pleaſed to Honour me, 1 promiſe 


you, Aunt, that whenever Iiutend to enter upon 
Matrimony, as long as you are alive, I ſhall 
give you a whole Twelvemonth's Warning be- 


orehand,  _ 


Luc. Dear Niece, I thank you; but will all 
this be for my Sake only? Would you not do it 


as well, becauſe you ſhould love to be Courted 3 80 


great while? 


have both time enough to prepare our ſelves for 


Ant. No, indeed, I do it, Firſt, that we may 
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Farting; and, Secondly, that you may have Lei- 
ſure, when we ſhall. both know the Bart, R 
amine his Circumſtances, pry into his C —.—2 
and inform me of thoſe Faults and Inconvenien- 
cCies, which I perhaps might overlook ; tho! 

believe, that among the reſt of the Vanities, of 
the World, it is none of the moſt diſagreeable, 
to ſee one of thoſe Noble Creatures, as you have 


deſcribed juſt now, that are endew'd with ſo much 


"Wiſdom, ayd Knowledge, make their Addreſ- 
ſes to us with ſo much Submiſſion, and humble 
hemſehes at eur Feet... fe 
Luc. What your Opinion of Wooing may be, 
I cann't tell, but I always thought it very ridi- 
culous; tell me, pray, Antonia, which is more 
unaccountable, the Pride of the Woman, or the 
Humility of the Man? She is reſolved to be very 
.croſs,and with abundance of Coyneſs ſits in State, 
inſults over the Man, and treats him with as 
much Scorn, as if he was not worthy to wipe her 
Shoes ; and why does ſhe do all this? For no 
other Reaſon, but becauſe ſhe defigns to make 
him her Maſter, and give him all ſhe has in the 
World. The Man, on his Side, takes all theſe 
Indignities in good Part, ſeems to be fond of be- 
ing ill treated, and with the moſt profound Ve- 


neration to his Idol, begs on his Knees, that a 


certain modeſt Petition may be granted him; 
the Upſhot of which is, that the Perſon, to 
whom he pays his Devotion, would be ſo kind, 
as to oblige herſelf ſolemnly, before Witneſſes,up- 
on the Penalty of being damn'd, to be his Slave 
as long as ſhe lives, unleſs he ſhould happen to 


/ a We 


Ant. We may diſcant on theſe Things as we 
| Peaſe 3 but as that Longing and Fondneſs, which 
the Males and Females of all other Creatures, are 
obſerved to have for one another at certain Times, 
were, without doubt, defign'd as a Means, by 
which, to their Mutual Satisfaction, they ſhould 
perpetuate their Kind: So it would be very 
ftrange, that Nature ſhould have given the fame _ 
Deſire to Men and Women for no other Reaſon, 
than to try their Cunning and Diſcretion in ſti- 

fling and hiding of them before each other, _ 
Luc. No Body ever ſaid ſo : The ſame Ap- 
petites were given to all for the ſame Purpoſe 
nay, the Rational Ones ſeem rather more Influ- 
enced by them than others: For though the 
Women. have, beſides the Uſe of their Reaſon, 
an Innate Reſervedneſs, and a Kind of Horror, 
againſt loſing their. Virginity more than the Fe- 
males of any other Creature; yet there is hard- 
ly one in Fifty, unleſs they dye in the Prime of 
5 6 Age, but what complies before ſhe is 
Forty. 5 e 12 7 
4s Then what can be more reaſonable, than + 
to ſtrike in with fo great a Majority, as Nine and 

Forty AAA ö 

it, it is a Good Excuſe; but you'll 


= 


Luc. I on i 
find it far from being an Argument, that it is 
the Wiſeſt Courſe: For granting, that among 
Fifty Women in Tears, there is but One, that has 
withſtood this Provocation of Nature, and has 
kept her Virginity, we can conclude nothing, un- 
leſs firſt we examine the Old Maids, how they 
have throve, and how they like their being Single 
at Long-run; and afterwards look into the vaſt 
Numbers of thoſe that would not be that 
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Trouble, and have try'd the Experiment as well 


age has agreed with them. : | 
Ant. With all my Heart, Aunt; andifIdon't 


produce more Married Women, that ſhall ſpeak 


In Praiſe of it in this ſmall Town, than there 
are Old Maids in all the County, Pll be bound 


te keep my Maidenhead till I wear Spefta- 


cles. : 4 
Luc. Not ſo faſt, Niece, what! You would 
bring me ſome giddy-brain'd Things, that knew 
nothing of the World, before they Married, and 
ha ve not had Leiſure yet to reflect on any Thing, 
but which Way to gratify their Appetites, 
which firſt enſlaved them. If you would come 
to a fair Tryal, you muſt take your Married 
Women ot the ſame Age with the Maids, and, 
if you do ſo, you will not find One in Five Hun- 
dred, but what has repented a Thouſand Times, 


that ever ſheſubmitted to the Yoak: Whilſt all 


the Old Maids, as ſoon as that troubleſome Itch 


is over, rejoice at war kept their Liberty, and 


.agree unanimouſly int 
Ant. TothisI have Two Things to fay, the 
Firſt is, that ſome People have preſerved their 
Virginity, becauſe they never had an Opportu- 
nity, handſomely, to diſpoſe, of it ; and that 


e Comforts of a Single 


_ conſequently they ought not to boaſt of 


It. 


— 


Luc. There are no Women ſo ordinary, or 


ill ſhaped, but there are Men as ugly, and de- 
formed; dirty Puddings for dirty Dogs; none 
can be troubled with the Burden long, if they 


for 


i 


as their Mothers; and ſee likewiſe, how Marri- 


,,,, 


rs es on 


t. 


| man can boaſt Ofen 1 58 


conſtancy and 


Fug 


1 3 at you ſpeak of, that would 
rather "th than 5 fomely 6 iſpoſe of by r! it 


alane, they deſerye abundance A Pro a 
have as s vey F our AS a0 1, 


ed. a Diſt cretion, w. y 


Wd How,! Are ther, 29h) omen a non 
after having re fn Matches, 
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HT they ond have been, Fer wards 1 if they 


d not the hey did. 
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Aut. These is, That conſidering thalg- 
5008 is That's is of Humane Na- 
ture, .whichalways make us repine and g rumble 
at our preſent Condition, it is very likely, that 
Thopſands of Women, who have gften raſhly re- 
pented that ever they were Marry d, would, upon 
a. more ſerious Reflection upon the Paſſages of 
their Lives, the Fruits ot Wedlock, and other 
Circumſtances that have attended it, change 
their Note at laſt; and inſtead of bewailing the 
Loſs of their Virginity, nat wh for the World, 


hay that. chen had ren with it, as they 
ids: ; 


Luc. This indeed i is very true, and as well ob- 
S{crved : Therefore, leaving them to the Fickle- 


neſs of their own Minds, let us not trouble our 

Heads with what they ſay, or think of them- 

ſelves, and MHeFLEr their Repentance be real 
D 


. 


> 


Fd 


ſtand upon a Yearor Two, or à Thonſand Pound 


ly 


as ſhe has, and to fee her ſo well diſpoſed 


at bottom, or whether their Fondneſs to their 
Brats, makes em forget all Miſeries, only 
ſteadfaſtly look into the Merits of the Cauſe, 
and jee, what a Rational and Unconcerned 
Stander- by ought to judge of them, as to their 
bappy or unhappy state, Name me a Woman 
of Fifty or Threeſcore, that was in your Cir- 
cumſtances, and about your Age when ſhe Mar- 
ry'd, in whoſe Condition you would deſire to 
be, if you ſhould live to be ſo old: I won't 


more or leſs. 3 ye aa iba cc 
Ant. 1 am too Young, to know what Ladies, 
that are now of that Age, were, when Unmar- 
ry'd; but'l can tell you, in whoſe Place P could 
wiſh to be, if I was-ſo-Old.- OO © © 
Luc. Take Care you are well acquainted 
with the Hiſtory of her Life, or elſe, how ſhall 
we judge of the Comforts and Diſgraces that 
have attended it ? 7,4 * — a 5 T3948 0 | ö 
Ant. What do youthink of Aurelia? 
Luc. Think of her! She is à very good Hu- 


— 


Ant. But | mean as to her Living happi- 
| . GF S989 T1. IS” 


Luc. She lives extraordinary well in⸗ 
deed. eee 

Ant. Don't you think it is almoſt an uncon- 
ceivable Pleaſure for a Woman, to have ſo 
Charming a Creature for an only Daughter, 


at, 
Luc. How well, Child ? | 
Ant. How well! To a Baronet, a Gentleman 
of Three Thouſand a Year ; that has ſettled 


ly * Thouſand Pound A; Year upon benz is that 
e, not well diſpoſed of? At leaſt it is more than 
d Hanſwerable to her Fortune; for ſhe gave bur 
ir Fire Thouſand Pound with her: Now, Aunt, 
an Aber Virginity nevgy, could. en help'd. her ta 
ir- Irhis, no more than» thoſe. Four delicate Babes, 
her Grand-children ; the eldeſt Boy, 1 think is 
the fineſt Child that ever | beheld with my 


wi Eyes: Theſe are no fading Fopperies, or fooliſh 
nd NVanities, but real and ſubſtantial Bleſſings of the 
 Wirkt rate. | | EEE 

es, | Luc. How long have you known Aur es 
ar- | 


uld Ant. 1 remember her ever ſince her Daughter 

| {Was about ſuch another as our Camilla, I believe 
ted could not be__aboye Five or Six Years Old; 
nat Nhe always kept a Coach, and a Footman, the 
chat as a Gardener, and Three or Four Maid Ser- 
* ants; her Houſe in Town is very well 'Fur- 
N iſhed, and ſo is this here: She keeps a good 
Hu- Table, her Servants ſeem to live very eaſy un- 
ler her, and yet you ſhall not name a better or- 


ppi cred Family. , | 
Luc. Have you ever heard any thing of her 


Ant. Nothing, but that he dy'd many Years 
go: To do what ſhe does, there is no doubt, 
ut that he left her very well; and ſhe won't 
ak ill of Matrimony ſure. | 
Luc. I would never have you talk of more than 
o know, Antonia. I remember Aurelia when 
& was yet in Hanging ſleeves, and I a Wo- 
nn grown: And fince you have named her for 
fled ur Pattern, if you'll give me leave, to begin 
: em the bottom, and enlarge upon it a lit- _ + 
5 „„ | tle, 
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ge, YI tell you what I have known of her 
nce. 
Ant. I ſnall think it ve diverting. 
Luc. Then we muſt defer' it till to Morton, 
for it will take up ſome Time. 
Ant. * hat you pleaſe, mt. 


her 


row, 
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THE THIRD. 


DIALOGUE | 


ETWEEN 


Lucinda and Antonia, 


Zacinda. Vo U are up very early; Niece. 

Antonia. 1 Gow l it was a fine Mor- 
ning, and hearing you cough in the Garden, I be- 
gan to think on your Promiſe. | 
Lie. Do you mean the Hiſtory of Aure- 


Ant. Ves, Aunt. 

Luc. Then ſit down; Iam aa : Aurelia's 
Father was a Welchman, but had — ſent up to 
London very young; after having ſerved his Time 
with a Shoemaker, and been a Journeyman ſome 
Years, he Marry'd a Widow of the ſame Trade; 
how long they lived 10 ether I cann't well tell; 
but by Saving * Induſtry theyhad proſper'd 0 
well, that when ſhe dy'd, he left off his Shoe ma- 


ker's Shop by degrees, and turned Leatherſeller: 


Two or Three Vears after the Death of his Wife, 
by whom he had no Children, he Marry'd a Se- 
cond, the only Child of a Tanner, who, tho” he 
had bred her but meanly, had left her above a 
Thong Pound, when he'dy'd. This was the 

: D 3 | 1 n | 


ring about, happen'd to throw his Eyes that Way 


ia her Countenance, that, having a good Opinio 


formed of her Name, and Circumſtances, wril 


: &. RB 
Mother of Aurelia, whoſe Father was now 
| [FLA Daughter, of 
-whom they were extraordinary fond, came to be 


Eight or Nine Years Old, the Husband and Wie 
often quarrell'd about her Education; till at laſt 
the Father; ſeeing that neither of'em could make 


: Agreat Hand of it, carry'd her to a Boarding 
IC 


ool, and told the Miſtreſs of it, that tho” he 


looked Plain, he was a Rich Man, and would 


value no Money, ſo he could but have his 
Daughter made as Fine a Lady as any was in the 
Lagd. So Aurelia received all the Learning a 
good Boarding · School could help her too; and, 
.whilſt ſhe was there, in a few Years, her Father 
throve ſo well, that, before ſhe was Sixteen, he 


deſign'd her a Portion of Ten Thouſand Pound, 
if be liked the Man. The Noiſe of ſuch a For- 
tune to a Genteel, Handſome, Voung Woman, 


| 
whoſe Father and Mother were. both yet alive, | 
and never had had, and conſequently were not 
likely now to have any other Children, could not, 
but draw abundance of Suiters. The Father whoW. 
never had minded any Thing but getting oft 
Money, as ſoon as Aurelia was come to live at? 
Home, began to take Notice of the World, ct; 
up his Coach, and was very proud in carrying 
his Daughter about for a Shew. One Day com- In 
ing from Hide-Park,” Aurelia fell in Love with f 
Gentleman ſhe ſaw on Horſeback : Dorante, tori}, 
that was his Name, as he was prancing and ſta, 


and meeting with hers, found ſo much Diſorde 


of himſelt, he preſently ſuſpected the Cauſe, be 
fent a Porter to follow the Coach, and being 10 


10 
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to her very paſſionately the next Day; ſhe an- 


ſwered preſently, and thus a Love Intrigue 
began: Mean while the old Man, having no o- 


therNotion of making hisDaughter Happy, than 


by making her Rich, had piteh'd upon a Son in- 
Law, that had a vaſt Eſa but was very de- 
formed, and lighring the 
Acceſs to Nobody but him. nte not being 
Baſhful, as ſoon as he was ſure of his Miſtreſs's 
N went directly — — Father, and 
told him his Errand: He was à Tall, Well made, 
Proper, Man, and Aurelia's Father ſeeing a Gen- 
tleman of his Mein, well Dreſs'd, with a Couple 
of Footmen in good Liveries to attend him, re- 
ceived him very civilly. Dorante, being a xd the 


neceſſary Queſtions, told him with a great Aſſu- 
rance, that hewas a Gentleman of only a Thou- 


ſand a Year yet, but that he had greater Expe- 
ations : As for his Country, that it was Ireland; 


perſwaded him, as the firſt Step to Preferment, 
to accept of a Company in a Reigement of Foot. 
The Old Man, very uneaſy at the Words, Jre- 
land, and Company, ga ve him a ſhort Anſwer, 
aid, his Daughter was too Young to think of a- 
ny ſuch Thing vet, and deſired the Captain to 
forbear his Addreſſes. Dorante would not be put 
by ſo; he knew Aurelia's Mind, and, by means 
of Bribing her Maid, often ſaw the Miſtreſs - 
Whilſt the Father, bearing no great Love to Do- 


ug ndthing but Paſſive Obedience and Non Re- 


ing \Wftance to his Daughter, preſs'd her hard to think 
27 * zell of his Choice: She defending herſelf with 


D 4 the 


Averſion which he 
perceived his Daughter had him, granted 


where he was of a great Family; ſome of which 


rante's Profeſſion, was alarm'd at his Triſh Pro- 
poſal thought all Delays dangerous, and 3 | 
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told her he would be obey'd, and being very co- 


her by Violence, than miſs of ſo rich a Prize: He 


—— — PP 2 2 
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Daughter's Paſſion : Being a Cholerick Man, he 


been always over-fond, reſolved to try a more 


and, unknown to her Husband,procur'd him ſeve- 
ral Viſits: Whether the Diſtemper was at the 


Cure, ſhe mended viſibly after; But when bot 
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nfed to the Captain, made a 1 8 Oppoſition, 
and was ſo conſtant in her Refuſal, that ber Fa- 
ther, who was of an ohſtinate, wilful Temper, 
ſeeing her ſo reſolute; began to be rough with her, 


vetous, reſolved to make uſe of all his Autho- 
rity, to force her Inclinations, and rather Marry 


look'd upon Dorante as a Man, not to be daſh'd by 
the firſt Denial, and fearing he might make ſome 
other Attempt, was very watchful, and in a little 
Time diſcovered, by any intercepted Letter, his 


ran up where ſhe was, in a great Rage, and beat 
her moſt unmercifully: When Night came, be 
Jock'd her up, and treated her with ſo much ri- 
gour for ſeveral Months, that at laſt ſne fell Sick; 
and when Nobody expected ſhe would live, the 
Father, repenting of his Severity, only ſhew'd 
abundance of Sorrow; but the Mother, who bad 


effectual Remedy; and know ing Dorante to be 
the Canſe, ſends for him to her Daughter: She 
obſerv'd, the Sight of him had reviv d Aurelia, 
higheſt, or that Dorante's Preſence wrought the 


the Father and Mother thought her recoyer'd 


| ſhe was loſt at once: For one Morning, the Maid 


not finding her in her Chamber, went to look for 
her in that of her Mother's, but not being there 


neither, the Houſe was ſoon in an Uproar ; ſearc 


was made every where, but no Daughter heard 
of: Six Days aſter there came a Letter; Sign 
| LE Doran, 
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Dorame and Aurelia, that acquainted them with 


their being Marry'd at Cheſter, from hence they 


were to go the next Morning to Neſſon, in order 
to embark for Ireland. %. Ns 


2 This News, you muſt think, ſurpriz d Me = 
much. The Father was ſo terrible angry, that, 


without examining any further, be wiſh'd a 
Thouſand Curſes might light on Doranre's Head, 
and made as Horrid Imprecations againſt his 
Daughter: The Mother cry'd bitterly; and in be- 
wailing of her Loſs, ſne was ſo imprudent, that, 


among many Lamentations. more loud than co- 


herent, ſne dropp'd ſome Words, by which her 


Husband underſtood, that during his Daughter's 


Sickneſs, Dorante had often ſeen her by the Mo- 


ther's Conſent: This provok'd him worſe than 
the reſt, and diſcharging all his Fury upon the 


Poor Woman, he kick'd her about the Houſe 


like a Foot-ball, and with all the Biling/pare of 
Old Bawds, and Salt Bitches, damning 4 
and ſinking his Daughter, raved like a Mad> 


is Wiſe, 


man; till at laſt being wearied with this, he 


made a Solemn Vow, and wiſh'd for Damnation, 
if ever he ſhould own again, either the one, or 
the other. He was as good as his Word; for 
that ſame Night he turn'd his Wife out of Doors: 
As for Aurelia, he would never ſo much as 


hearken to Anybody that pretended to ſpeak in 
her Behalf. The Mother was taken in by a 


Kind Relation; but ſhe troubled him not long, 
for, overwhelm'd with Grief, what with the 
Rynning away of her Daughter, and what with ©- 
the Brutality of her Husband, ſhe was immedi- 
ately ſeiz d with a Fever, and, without ever 
hearing any more of either, dead, and bury'd, 
in Jeſs than a Fortnight, Her Husband having 


-made 
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made a Will, by which he wholl excluded his 
Daughter, outliv'd her not much above Three 
Years; at the end of which he ran diſtracted, 
dy'd quickly after, and left above Fitty Thou- 
ſand Pounds to a Stranger. 1know you are a 
Critick, Antonia, don t you think ny” FOR te- 
dious? % 

Ant. No indeed, Aunt; far from it. 
Tuc. I was afraid vou thought me bags ; be- 
cauſe one ſhould not ꝓe ſo particular in Circum- 
ſtances that are immaterial to the Plot, and fo- 
Teign from the End to which a Story is told. 

Ant. I have heard nothing but what was very 
material: Others, perhaps; would have thought 
it ſufficient, in regard to what befel Aurelia, 
if they had only ſaid, That ſhe fell in Love 
with an Jriſh Captain, with whom, after having 
been Marry'd againſt her Parents Conſent, ſhe 
ſtole away into his own Country: But by this 
Aurelia would bave been much wrong'd ; for 
though ſhe was guilty of great Folly and Indiſ- 
cretion at firſt, yet her latter Conduct has been 
much juſtify d by the Mechanick Spirit, and 
Brutiſh Nature of the Father, as well as the 
little Prudence of the Mother; of both which I 
could not have had ſo full and fo clear a Notion, 
if you had omitted or left out the leaſt Circum- 
ſtance; As to the End for which a Story is told, 
1 think you have purſu'd yours very artfully ; 
for I ſuppoſe your Meaning is firſt to ſhew that 
Aarelia had not been lo happy as I thought 
for ; and then that Marriage was the Cauſe of 

her Misfortunes, in order for me to avoid it: 
And which way could this be done better than 
by being diffuſive an the Ill Ms aa of 
Love in general ; 2 
| 1 | 5 Luc. You 


People ſhould hear ns, they 90 uld thin nk, Imade 


nough of it. 
Luc. I'll pleaſe you, if [ can; The Contents 
of the Letter, which was ſent to Aurelia's Fa- 


they could for Ireland, and after a ſhort and ea- 


When he was Young, his Father dy'd worth 
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Luc. You have made it out ſo. well, that if 


Blunders on purpoſe, that vou "might ſhew your 
Vit in bringing me off. 
Ant. I rather believe, Aunt, they would ſay, 

You banter'd you poor Niece, and pretended 

thoſe Things to be Errors, which in reality you 
knew to be 3 on purpoſe to try whether 
me would be Fool enou oh; to ſay ſo too. 

Luc. You are an 2 ky Baggage. © 
Ant. But I am impatient᷑ to know what Treat- 
ment Aurelia receiv'd from Dorante afterwards : - 
May I deſire you to go on? 

Luc. With all my Heart. : 

Ant. But pray © 7 t be more wade FR it 
is ſo entertaining, 1 am afraid 1 ſha'n't have e- 


ther, were very true: They made what haſte 


ſy Paſſage, arriv'd ſafely at Dublin, where they 
ſtay'd in Expectation of hearing from London. 
But before | proceed any further, I am to ac- 
quaint you with ſeveral Things concerning Do- 
rant e. He was a Man well Born, and well Bred, 
he had ſtudy'd tolerably well; and altho' his 
Parents always liy'd in the Country. had been 
chiefly brought up in Dublin. He had a Gentle- 
man like Skill in moſt Exerciſes, of which his 
Maſter piece was that of riding the Great Horſe. 


Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds a Year, of 
which, Fifty were his Wife's Joynture: He ne- 
ver had more than Two Children, Dorante and 
his Siſter 3 and that his Son' 5 Eſtate might not be 

9 incum- 
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ncumber'd, by his Frugality he had ſav'd Five 
Hundred Pounds, which were carefully lay'd up 
for his Daughter. On his Death-bed he left e- 
very Thing under the Tuition of his Wife, with 
a great Charge, that Dorante ſhould have all the 
Education beſto vd upon him, that he ſhould be 
capable of receiving; which ſhe faithfully per- 
form'd. About half a Year after Dorante had 

been of Age, and poſſeſſed of bis Eſtate, he 
came for England: He was Generous and Bold, 
more Cunning than Witty, and ſet out with very 
tew Faults, and of them a little Conceit, and - 
an Itch to Romancing, were the worſt, though. 
not very conſpicuous ; but coming to Court, 
Which was then very debauch'd, he quickly be- 
ca me as thoſe he convers'd with. From the ye- 
ry firſt he never had an Inclination for any Com- 
. pany but what liv d above him; and ſeeing that, 
at the Rate he began his Expences, Two Hundred 
à Year, would go but a very little Way, he pre- 
ſently took up ſome Money, and mortgaged Part 
of his Eſtate : He was a great Lover of Tennis; 
and being no bad Player, won a pretty deal at 
it, not ſo much by his Skill, as his Dexterity in 
hiding it, and covering his Play: From this he 
was brought to other Gaming; and being for- 
Tunate, in a little Time ſaw himſeltMaſter of 
à Conſiderable Sum. Puffed up with Succeſs, he 
look'd upon his Eſtate as a Trifle and not trou- 
bling his Head with paying off what he owed 
u pon it, raiſedabis Hopes very high, and with 
them his Expences. As Gaming occaſions the 
keeping of lll Hours, and that abundance of Vices, 
ſo, being flaſh in the Pocket, he ſoon fell in 
with Whoring and Drinking, and began to be, 
what that hateful Sex calls a good Ce: 6 
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It was an Age in which nothing went down hut 


Paſtime and Pleaſure, and JEW... Vertues Were 


allowed of, but Valour and Good Humour, De- 
zante had not been long in Town, but found an 


Opportunity to let the World ſee that he want» 


ed neither; for happening to meet with Two 
Quarrels, the firſt with one that was Famons for 
Fighting, the ſecond with a Man of a great E- 
ſtate, but a noted Coward, he behay'd himſelf 
with as much Bravery and Evenneſs of Temper 
in the one, as he ſhew'd Knowledge, in point of 


Honour and good Breeding, in the other; and 
as there is not any thing that makes a Man more 


known than a Duel, eſpecially if it be with one 


of Diſtinction, and procures him greater Ap» 


plauſe than the managing of it with Diſcretion ag 


well as Courage, ſo theſe Two Rencounters fall- 


ing out not-long from one auother, gain'd him 
no ſmall Reputation, and in leſs than a Twelye- 
month Dorame bad a general Acquaintance at 


_Whireball, and was every where eſteem' d, and as 


well receiv'd. Thus far the Proſpect is Fair 


enough, but now we have ſeen the. beſt Part of 


him; for Fortune not fayonring always alike, 
and, himſelf being extravagant. he firſt ran out 


hat he had in ready Caſh, then; ſelling the beſt 


Part of his Eſtate, whilſt the Remainder. was 
deeply engaged, before he was Five and Twenty 
he was reduced to a ver dow Ebb. If he could 


have lived upon TWO ar Three Hundred a Year, 

the Tennis Court might have maintain d him; 
dut not being able to be without Horſes, and 
Two or Three Servants, and being expenſive in 


his Pleaſures, when all his Subſtance was gone, 


he was forc'd to betake himſelf to ſeveral 


Shifts ; He ran ift Everybody's Debt, he bor- 


| ; row'd 
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fow'd Money of all he knew, and being no more 
ſhamefaced than any of his Country, never 
went without any Thing, that was to be had 
for asking. Notwithſtanding all' this, he was 
generally bare; till conſidering at laſt that Ga. 
ming had been the chief Cauſe af his Ruin, 
and more than ſupecting that he had not always 
loſt upon the Square, he reſoly'd to try if Luck 
could not be fore'd, and begun with great Ap- 
plication to ſtudy the Cunning Part of Play; 
that is, to be more plain, turn Sharper. . This 
prov'd a very Profitable Trade the Firſt Year, 
and brought him a good Revenue. To keep up 
his Credit, as Money came in, he paid off moſt 
of his Debts, always keeping to the ſame Rule 
which -I have been told they follow at the Nas 
vy, the ſmall Ships firſt. Dorante was very in- 
duſtrious, and pick'd up new Bubbles every 
Day ; among others, that had the Misfortune 
to fall into his Hands, it was reported that 
a'Perſon of Quality, whom he had got to. him- 
ſelf, Joſt a larger Sum of Money than ſuited 
with his Conveniency to pay preſently. The 
Nobleman ask'd Time; in the granting of 
which, after a very courteous Manner, Dorante 
ſhew'd himſelf fo obliging, that the other, 
about a Fortnight after, to let him ſee that he 
had taken Notice of his Civility, and thought 
himſelf.-beholden to him, came one Morning to 
Dorante, and told him, that he had a Company 
of Foot to diſpoſe of; if it was worth his, While, 
2t ſhould be at his Service. Never was any Prof- 
fer more acceptable to Dorante than this: With 
a Thouſand Proteſtations, as we may ſuppoſe, 
of being his Lordſhip's moſt Humble and 
Devoted Servant for ever, he ſtruck the mw 
WA 
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whilſt it was hot; and with -Gratitude in his 
Countenance, laying hold of the Opportunity he 
had his Commiſſion fign'd the next Day. 
Ant. 1 wonder, ſince Dorante had found out 
ſo beneficial a Calling, he ſhould” be ſo over- 
joy d at this: Methinks, he might have been 
afraid, that one Day or orher it would draw 
bim from Court, where his Pleaſure as well as 
his Livelihood Ia. 1ꝶũ?⸗ũ²õoꝙ6ou» 22) 
Luc. It was in Time of Peace; and Officers 
did what they pleas'd: Beſides, it was an Ad- 
mirable Cloak to ſhelter under. Dorante under- 
ſtood the World entirely well; he knew that a 
Man of no Employ, or any Viſible Income, that 
appears and lives like à Gentleman and makes 
Gaming his Conſtant Buſineſs, is always ſuſpect- 
ed of not playing for Diverſion only ; and in 
mort, of knowing and practiſing more. than he 
ſnould do. He likewiſe forefaw, that his Gains 
would not be always the ſame; it was poſſible he 


might be found oũt, 6r if not, by fleecing great 


Numbers every Body would ſhun him in Time. 
He was very glad of having this Certainty to 
truſt te; and Money coming in — as he had a 
Thought ot recovering that Part of his Eſtate, that 
was not quite gone: He was now grown more 
ſedate, and leaving off ſeveral Extravagant and 
Idle Ways of ſpending, became very provident 
to what he us'd to be. He was a great Lover of 
Women, and as he was reſolved to leave nothing 
unattempted, that might turn to Profit, Knowing 
himſelf to be a Handſome, Clean Fellow, fell to In- 
triguing, and by this Means often made a Penny of 
the Pleaſures which before he uſed to pay for. But 
wtwithſtanding,that he had fo many ways of get- 
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ting and ſaving, nothing ever proſper'd with 


him: Sharping was very advantagious to him 

the Firſt Year, as | told ye, but after that ir fell 
by degrees; fo 

in any Fact, yet by ſtriping ſo many, ſeveral that 

had been under his Clutches began to have an III 

Opinion of him; and it was not long, but Capt. 


r though he had never been taken 


Dorante had a very bad Reputation. But the 


Chief Thing that always kept him Poor was, that 
he had ſuch. a. Prodigious Itch to Gaming, and 


Fortune was ſo little his Friend, that whenever 
he had got any Thing by Foul Play, he could 
ſeldom. reſt before he loſt it again fairly at the 


* 


Groom Porters, or other Places, where he knew 


his Tricks would not paſs. This was the Cha- 
racter, and theſe were the Circumſtances of Do- 


rant e, When Aurelia ſaw him firſt, and fell fo 


ſuddenly in that Fond and Unruly Paſſion, which 
nothing could excuſe her in, but her Youth, and 
little Experience. „„ nds RIC 


Am. No; nor they neither, I think e 


Luc. What you ſay is true, Niece : But it is no 
more than what liave often obſerved of a Board- 


| ing School Education; there they may be taught 
to Sing and Dance, to Work and Dreſs, and if you 


will, receive good Inſtructions for a Genteel Car- 
riage, and how to be Mannerly; but theſe Things 


chieflyconcern the Body, the Mind remains unin- 
ſtructed: They lead Eaſy and Lazy Lives, and 


have abundance of Time upon their Hands, eſpe- 
cially thoſe whoſe Relations are rich, and fooliſh 
enough to furniſh them with as much Money as 


may enable them to bribe their Teachers to ne- 


glect their Duty, and wink at their Faults, and 

by cramming themſelves with Cuſtards and 
Cheeſecakes all Day long, oblige their 1 
HE EE | Wit 
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h | with having no Stomach to their Dinner. I have 
motten taken Notice, how they have run together 
* in Shoals, whiſpering and hugging one another, 


en and ſtanding ſtill between whiles, all at once ſet 
al up a Laughter with ſo much Loudneſs, and (6 


Hi many Grimaces, as if they were tickl'd to Death; 


pL, and all this occaſioned by ſome filly,- navghty 
he Word, theyhave got by the end; perhaps a bau- 


dat dy Monoſyllable, ſuch as Boys write upon Walls, 


nd which they have ſeen in coming from Church, 


ver and is often all they bring Home: It is incredi- 


ble to unthinking People, how the tender Fan- 
cies of thoſe young Chits are wounded: and real - 
ly debauch'd, where there is ſuch a Parcel of em 
together; you may ſec by their Actieus, when 
they begin to know what they are made of- 
The bigger Miſles ſeparate from the reſt, and 
treat the ſmaller Fry either with ſo much Seorn 


and affected Motherly Care, before your Face, as 
ſhews, they think themſelves very knowing and 
experienc'd Ladies. in regard to the other: All 
the Week long they are commonly barr'd from 
the Sight of Te Sundays excepted ; ſome are 
Arch, moſt of em Wanton, and when they grow 
up, all fill one another's Heads with ſo much Rub- 
biſh of Courtſhip, and Love, that it is a wonder 
they don't run away with the firſt Man they ſee. 


hinder'd from converſing with Men. 

Luc. 1 wpuld not, if either the ſame Reſerved» 
neſs was to continue, or elſe, that their Friends 
bad Husbands ready for them at the Gates, whey 


luring their Childhond, till they are ripe, and 
_ $08 | „„ 


out of Sight, or elſe with ſo much Womanlineſs, 


Aut. You don't take it ill, I hope, that they are 


tiey take 'em away : But I think it very dange- 
tous, to have em kept from the Sight of Man, 
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'em in Awe. : 
Tuc. This only takes Place in ſuch Parents 
as Aurelia had, that being Ill-bred People 
themſelves, and unable to rule their own Paſ. 
ſions, could never be fit to govern others: 
I would have Girls bred under the Government 
of a Prudent Mother, or other near Relation 
that's vertuons, has ſeen the World, and been 
brovght up well herſelf : From ſuch a one it is 
to be hop'd, that by frequently exhorting them 
to their Duty, and early-arming them againſt 
Temptation, ſhe ſhall warn them againſt the 
Snares and artful Aſſaults of treacherous Man; 
till by ſeaſonable Ad monitions, and ſerious Diſ- 
ctourſes, their wilde Deſires ſhall be curb'd, and 
their Minds render'd as cautious and diſcreet, as 
their Behaviour is genteel and agreeable? Tis not 
to be thought that a Stranger, who, only for : 
Livelihood, ſtudies which Way to pleaſe young 
Miſſes, and their Friends, at the cheapeſt Rate, 
ſhould take ſo much Pains ; neither can that Cart 
be expected from a Woman, tho? never ſo wil 
ling, that having all Day long Forty or Fiſt 
of them about her Ears, and tired with 
the Noiſe, is glad to be rid of W a 
| : 2 : 00 j 


ff 
don as Teaching-time is over, muſt mind her 
own Buſineſs. 1 hope you'll pardon this long 
J. 3 
Anm. I ſhall always heat with Pleaſure any 
Thing that puts me in mind of the Obligation 
JJ... ĩ 8 og 
Tuc. Having told you before what befel Au- 
relia from her firſt ſeeing Dorante, till her co- 
ming to. Ireland, PII ſtep back to Dublin, where 
we left 'em both, Dorante judging, by the Pro- 
bability of Things, did not queſtion, but they 
ſhould have Letters within a Fortnight from A 
relia's Parents, in Anſwer to what they writ 
| from Cheſter ; but, not hearing one SyNable from 
i 'em, he grew uneaſfy; for tho' Aurelia was a 
charming young Creature, that loved him to 
Diſtraction, Dorante could never be happy, un- 
lefs he enjoy d that, for which he had courted her; 
it was not a Wife, but Money, he wanted: When 
Six Months were expired, and yet no News 
come, his Fears would often, when he was re- 
flecting on the Stubbornneſs and Brutality ofthe 
Father, ſuſpect that which was the real Cauſe 
but when again he conſider'd Aurelia's being 
an only Child, the great Wealth of the Father 
and the Fondneſs of the Mother, he could not 
but think, that tho” their Anger might laſt for 


o Nine or Ten Months, ſince what was done could 
. not be revoked, they would be reconciled at the 


end, and conſequently, that his Fortune was eſta- 
bliſn'd for ever. From the firſt Day he was come 
to Ireland, he took up with the ſame Trade he 
had followed before, aud being yet unknown as 
to his Character, it turn'd to better Account 
than it had done of late in England. As to Au- 
relia, Dorants had 1 oy winning Ways, where 
es | 5 | he 
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he:deſign'd to pleaſe, and had ſo entirely. gain'd 


her Heart, that all her Joys and Wiſhes. only 
centring in her Husband, and herſelf wanting 
for nothing, ſhe lived very contentedly for ſome 
Time. Many People had been employed about 
her Father, every Thing had been try'd to ſof- 


ten his Heart, and nothing had been neglected 
that was moving: But when Dorante ſaw, that 


after a Tryal of Two Years, neither Letters nor 


Friends could get any Acceſs to him, and that, 


as I have told you, he would never ſo much as 


hear any Thing in his Daughter's Behalf, then 
he began to deſpair, and repent of his Bargain. 
Hitherto they had lived tolerably well, and Do- 
rant e had play'd the kind Husband, at Ieaſt in 
outward Shew ; but now he began to be ſurley, 


every Thing offended him at Home, and all the 
fond Love, and Submiſfiveneſs of Aurelia, could 
hardly keep him from being miſchievous; he 
2 not have been ſo bad, if his Harveſt had 
continued; but after he had been a Vear and a 


half in Ireland, he began to be ſuſpected; and 


an ill Report being once ſpread of him, as the 
Place was ſmaller, ſo he became in a little time 
more notorious where he was, than ever he had 
been whence he came. They had one Child, 
and Aurelia was ready to Lye- in of another, the 
Charges encreaſed, and his Pay as Captain could 


not maintain himſelf, and his Family, tho' he 


forgot nothing, of what by falſe Mufters, or 
robbing of his Men, could be fqucez'd out of the 


Company. Dorante, whoever ſince he had fol- 


lowed his Infamous Courſes, had loved nothing, 
but for his own Sake, nor valu'd any Thing at a 
higher Price than the Money he could make ot 
it would come to; as ſdon as his Wife, who 
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had been brought to Beb of a Girl, got up again, 
threw his Eyes on her Beauty, and was reſolved, 

If one Way he could not get Money with her, 

be would have it another: When Caſh grew 

low at firſt, he had, the better to ſupport his Ex- 
travagancies abroad, pinched his Wife's uſual 

Allowance, and ſtinted the Family at Bome ; but 

no ſooner was this Helliſh Proje& fram'd, but 

to carry on his Deſign, he preſently, not only al- 
low'd her more, but likewiſe alter' d his Humour, 
bought her new Cloaths, and treated her again 
as civilly as ever. The poor Woman, raviſn'd 
to ſee this Change, ſhew'd her Joy and Satisfa- 
ction with all the endearing Exprefſions that 

Love or Gratitude could invent, One Day 

talking by themſelves, after a diverting Diſ- 

courſe, he ſmilingly look'd upon her with great 

Attention, commended her Face, and in a Lover's. 

Phraſe, taking notice of every particular Grace 

and Feature that was handſome in it, he kits'd 

her, and putting her in mind of ſeveral Plea- 
ſures paſt, repeated with a great deal of Mirth, 
ſome agreeable Paſſages, at the Remembrance of. 
which ſhe could not forbear bluſhing; when tl.e 

Blood had tainted her Chceks, and he thought: 

her moved, lay ink hold of her Neck, and ſtaring 

in her Eyes, Ay Dear Aurelia, ſays he, thou haſt. 

Charms enough to be the Miſtreſs of a King; and in 

the ſame Breath, extolling the Generoſity of a 

Perſon of the firſt Quality, that was noted for. 
Lewdneſs and Inconſtancy, told her, his Fortune 

was made if ſhe would not oppoſe it. Aureliæ, 

who never had one Single Thought that had ro- 
ved from Dorante, {ince ſhe had ſeen him firſt, 
being as much in Love with him as ever, neither 
minded what Man he prais'd, nor the Infernal 
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| Plot he was contriving againſt her Honour | ; and 


thinking nothing was couch'd under his Words, 


but ſome Kind Pretty Turn of Vertuous Love, 
remain'd in the ſame Poſture, and reply'd, look» 


ing with all the Kindneſs ſhe was capable of: 


Can my Dorante doubt of being happy, when e- 
ver it ſhall be in his Aurelias Power to make 
him fo ? He bid her be as good as her Promiſe, 
and after few Words more went out, and left 


her extraordinary well pleas d with having ſeen 
her Husband in ſo Contented and Loving a Hu- 
mour. In the Evening he came back, and carry- 


he ſpoke of, he dwelled a long while on his Wit, 


and other good Qualities. For Three 'or Four 


Days he hardly left her an Hour, and continued 

iving her all the Pleaſure he conld think of; 
Pot the Subſtance of all the Diſcourſe he enter- 
tain'd her with, was a Panegyrick upon all Man- 
ner of Vice and Profaneneſs, ridiculing the Sin- 
fulneſs of Adultery and unlawful Love; preach- 


ing up for all Obſcenity, and making uſe of the 


fame Arguments, as if he had been debauching 


another Man's Wife: He told her, how little 


he could ever be guilty of Jealouſy ; and that 
Friends might be communicative in eyery Thing, 


that ir muſt be a great Churl, or a Fool, that 


mould like his own Garden the worſe, becauſe 
another had been there, tho? he had robb'd it of 
nothing, nor left ſo much as a Footſtep behind 

him: As for his Part, he thought no more Harm 

in it, than in drinking with a Man out of the 

Tame Cup. Aurelia was but Young, for tho? by 
this Time ſhe had Two Children, ſhe was not 
— yet; and being thus prepared, was 

GW 
2 . l a 3 her 


(55 9; 


ed her not to be ſtarch'd, hut merry and free, 


and appear as gay as ſhe conld; and after having 
ſtay d a little while, pretending*he was ſent for 
upon an extraordinary Occaſion, he withdrew 


and left her, promiſing to come agath x 


if 


eſently; 


Time the- Gallant had often had the ſame Op- 
portunity of Aurelia's Converſation by her Hus- 
band's. procuring - She had a Good Voice, and 
Danced very well, and his Lordſhip, who had 


liked her more than any he knew when he had 


only ſeen her, now charm'd likewiſe with her 
Company, began really to love her. His Court- 
ſlip was very troubleſome to Aurelia; ſhe ſhew'd 
her Husband that it was not without Reluctancy 


whenever the was forc'd to ſee him; Dorante © 


telling her that he would not for the World diſ- 


blige.him, ſhe ſuffer'd him 8 ſay what he plea- 


ſed, and gave it a Hearing: But both the Spark, 
and the N us band, ſeeing they could gain no Ground 
pon her, the latter one Day reſoly'd to try more 
kffectual Means, and promiſing his Lordſhip, 


0 his. Houſe the next Morning early. Now, 


roper for Virgins to hear, 
Ant. Why not, Aunt, as long as there is 
obody here but you and? 


% 


re I go on any further. 
Aut. Pray, Aunt, let us taſte of that Fine Cho- 
„„ E 4 5 : colate 


oy o) I M A 
— . : 


her to. Dorante, who was with her, hatl'6rder- 


but return'd not till it was late, and Time tb gp 
home. The Company parted, and in a Month's 


hat he ſhould be fatisfy'd, deſir'd him to come 


'ntonia, ſomething follows that is not ſo very 


Luc. Then I'll ſtudy to wrap it up as well as 
can, but I would rather drink Coffee firſt, be- 
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colate that was ſent you Yeſterday. 
Luc. That is not good for you, 


Ant. Vou told me often, that 3 which 
is wholeſome is bad for People in Health? and I 


am very well. 


Luc. You may do it for yourſelf then; 3 for [ 
will drink Coffee. 


THE 
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THE FOURTH m | 
Dr WII 
Lucinda and Antonia. 


Lucinda. Deu be ſo eager, let me empty my 


Mouth firſt. i 
Antonia, I ſayd when you have done, 
Aunt. _ „ 
Aue. Well, you know where I left off. That 
ſame Night Dorante came Home drunk; and 
being then always very abuſive, he upraided his 
Wife with her running away from a Father, kille 
ing a Mother, and ruining a Husband; railing 
at her as long as his Tongue could wag, till nge 
dropp'd aſleep. Next Morning as ſoon as he 
open'd his Eyes, looking on her with a Stern 
Countenance, he told her, Laſt Night, Aurelia, 
I ſuppoſe I. rav'd, but now I'll be very ſerious; 
There is nothing in this World more ſcandalous + 
| Zo : 
than to be without Money? if [ had thoughs 
that I ſhould have had none with you, I Would 
neyer haye Marry'd yay, This has been a great 
7D __ Diſappointment, 
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Diſappointment to me, yet I have not valu'd 


it as long as I could procure a Plenty by my own 


Induſtry : It has coft me above Three Thouſand 
Pound ſince I have had you; as you have had 
your Share in the Spending, what can be more 


reaſonable, ſincethe Getting any more my Way 


is impracticable, than that you ſhould likewiſe 
_ endeavour to do ſomething for your Living, 
when I ſhew you that the Method is as ſafe $8 it 


is eaſy ? A Nobleman, from whom J expect every 
Thing. ſighs for you, and adores you, a Hus- 
band deſires you to be yielding and complaiſant ; 


yet you remain Obftinate and IN-natur'd to hin- 
der the Felicity of both. I have giyen you Hints 
enough, by which you might have underſtood 


— - 


my. Pleaſure : Would you have me to be more © 

plain! Let him lye with yon, and you'll oblige 
me: If not, 1 can keep you no longer; turn out 
with your Brats. The Pretences 1 hear, under 
which you cover your Il-Manners,  are- Vertue, - 
Ought you not 
to Bluſh at ſuch Frivolous Excuſes ?. How often 
have I told you, that there is no Ihtrinfick 


and your Love to your Husband: 


Worth in any Thing but Money? This is the 


Standard, without which no Value can be ſee 
ppon any Thing, it is in the World, what a 


igure is in Arithmetick, the only thing that 
ſtanding by itſelf has any Signification; to which 


all the Vertues and Good Q alities are meet Cy: 


phers, that are never to he ufed but to advance 


(3 


ifyon would make him feryiceable, and ther - 
fore if you are pofſeſs'd of any Virtue, that will 


the Figure, *lways taking care to poſtpone £0» | 
| bs. 


get us Money, ſhew it ; but as for bare Vittoe, 
rhe yery Motaliſts, that in extolling it, have. 
| ? | A 66-4 J wro | ot. 
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ak 


wrong'd their Judgement to ſhew their Wit, 
muſt own, that it's worth nothing, for telling us 
that it is its own reward, is as much as if they 
would ſay be Virtuous as long as you live, and 
you'll get nothing but your Labour for your Pais, 
The next, that your Love to me ſhonld be the 
reaſon of your denial, is a Contradiction, for it 
is impoſſible that any one asked to doa Kindneſs, 
ſhould refuſe it for the love of him that deſires 
to have it done, and to whom it will prove be- 
neficial: Your Youth, and want of Conſiderati- 
on, may miſtake it for Loye, Aurelia, but it is 
only your being beſotted to a thing you have 
been uſed too; as ſome Babes being fond of 
their own Bubby, tho! it be never ſo good for 
em to change their Milk: Have yon never ſeen 
'em, when they are put to a ſtrange Breaft, how 
they'll ſcratch and tear, cry their little Hearts 
out, and rather Starve, than draw it? This is 
your Caſe exactly, and there is as much Wit in 
the one as there is in the other. You are juſt 
like the Children, that can play a hundred pret- 
ty Tricks, if they pleaſe; when, you are alone 
with them, they l act them over and over again, 
till you are tired; but to oblige and divert your 
Friend you ſhan t make 'em ſhew one, tho you 
kiſs'd their Breech; and inſtead of doing as yon . 
bid *em, they'll run into a Corner to hide their 
faces, and pray what is the reaſon ? the ſame. 

as yours, forfooth they are aſhamed ; prithee 
leave being ſo Childiſh, and conſider you are a 
Woman, and have two Children of your own. 

Whilſt this damnable DoRyine was broaching, 
a Servant open'd the Door, and told him my 
* "45 + +5 wb . e 3 5 
re him ' walk up, an ſhew him into the 

e n Drefling- 


rer Hagds, with all che Signs of a profound and 


5 
Dreſſing- Room, and when ſhe was gone, ſqueez- 
ing his Wife by the Hand, he told her, you once 
ſay d, I needed not doubt of being happy, if you 
could make me ſo, now is the time, ſhew it, 
adding theſe Words, while he ſlipt on his Night- 
Gown ; and if your Conſcience be ſo. fooliſhly 
ſcrupulous, as to boggle at Sin, there is no oc- 
caſion of committing any, unleſs you have a mind 
to it; for it being an Act of the Soul, it is in 
your Power to prevent it, by having no Luſtſul 
Thoughts: Let him do'what he pleaſes, and 
you think what you will: At the latter end of 


4 this Sentence, he jump'd out of Bed, and after 
be had let the Nobleman into the Chamber, 


pointing to his Wife, ſay'd „there lyes a Fooliſh 
Car rien, that has been crying this half Hour, 
and I can't tell you for what; ſhe's very tick- 
liſh under the ſhort Ribs, I wiſh your Lordſhip 
would try if you can't make her laugh; then with- 
out ſtaying for any Anſwer, went out at the fame 
Door the Nobleman was come in at, and imme- 
diately lock'd it after hig. 
Ant. Execrable Villain I dare not ask wha 


| befel Aurelia; for I can gueſs too well. 


Luc. You may be miſtaken; Aurelia, when 


her Husband began to talk to her firſt,hearken'd 


to him very attentively, till becoming, as he call d 
it, more plain with her, ſhe. ſaw that there was 


no Room left to doubt of his Damnable meaning; 


end then ſhe was fo overwhelm'd with Grief at 


the Thoughts of the unheard of Treachery of 


the Man ſhe lov'd with ſuch a violent Paſſion, ſhe 
was not able to utter a Word; but the Tears, 
not dropping, but flowing from her. Eyes in 
Streams, wept ſo bitterly ſobbing and wringing 


real 


Hand | erſelf and the Sheet, ſhe made a 
d very vigorous Defence * Fo 


r tho? ſhe could Not 
of WM hinder him from often Kiſſing, 


I Wettain to the Libe 


p be neither made great Noiſe, Bit or Scratch'd, 
„but appear'd > reſolute, and her R 
oe nade with ſo much 


| Amorous Spark, ſeeing there 
nas nothing to be done without breaking her 


it lands, and comin to downright Brutiſh Force, 

ing Pretty well tir'd, ler 80 his hold, and 
n Mine to Perſwaſious: Aurelie not ſlipping this 
d PPortunity, got with one Hand a betticoat over 
d ead whi 1 ſnatchꝰd up her on with 
e other; and + rowing it about er, flun 
 Wielfwich all the Strength (he had, to the other 
de of the Bed, and fro 


t and from thence upon the Floor. 
is Lordſhip either not willing to come to a 

eater Extremity, or perhaps not finding him- 

l in a Condition of oing through the Fatigues 
fa Rape, offer'd no * Violence; but told 

er, he was ſorry to 


ſee her in ſuch a Fright; 
ut the might aſſure herſelf, he had only been 


2 
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in Jeſt, and would never pretend to do any 
thing againſt her Will, with abundance more of 
ſuch ſtuff, which ſhe neither beliey'd, nor re- 
ply'd ta; and having had time enough to put 
on as much of her Cloaths, as was neceflary to 
cover her, ſhe got up and went to the Door; 
but finding it lock'd, and hearing her Husband 
Singing in the other Room, ſhe threw herſelf 
into the next Chair, fell again into ſuch an Ago- 


PET COTE” RS 


ny of Crying, and lamented her miſerable forlorn il : 
Condition, with ſuch Monrnfut and Heart break- , 
ing Expreſſions, that the Nobleman began to be!] 
moved himſelf ; and wiping off her Tears, did * 
what he could to appeaſe her, not without Con. 
renn Aurelia looking upon him as he ſtood. * 
before her, and hoping ſhe had found ſome Signs © 

of Pity in his Face; Caſt herſelf at his Feet, and], 
imploring his Mercy with ſo much fervency, £ 
putting him in mind of his Birth, and conjuring 7? 
him as he was a Generous Man; not to make nil * 

of an Advantage gain'd by the Baſeneſs of ad \ 
unnatural Husband'; that what ſhe did, fonnd ſ H 
much Impreſſion, that he raiſed her from: th t 
Ground and ſay'd, Pardon the Injuries, Madam, i P 
bave done ye, and YI offend no more: In tha In 
mean time he knocked with his Foot againſt ti M 
Door, which was almoſt as foon oped, the! he 
bidding her adieu, he kits her Cheek, and told] th 
her ſhe deſerved a better Fate; and going dow *. 
Stairs, without ſo much as looking upon her Hu, <a 
band, went away. Dorante, amazed at his Ba an 
haviour, and the Words he ſpoke, could not te for 
what Conſtruction to put on their parting . ©2! 
good Friends: But his Wife falling down at H chi 
Feet, and in pitiful moan complaining of i Ho 


Cruelty in proſtituting her Honour, which 


Strange 


* 
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8 that, his Plot had miſcarry'd, and not being in a 
* amour of giving hen an Anſwer, or hearing any 


more, as ſhe was holding one of his Knees, he 
ſhook . her off in, Anger, and, went out. After 
this findingher altogether uſeleſs for his purpoſe, 
he ſeldom ſpoke to ; when he was Sober, but 
when he came home otherwiſe, ſhe as ſeldom 
ſcaped being beaten; he would have turn'd her 
out of Doors, but knowing. his. Character to be 
very bad, and fearing to make it worſe, he let 
her alone; contenting himſelfwith ſelling every 
thing ſhe had that.wasof Value. Whilſt Dorante 
was leading this Life, his Mother, to whom he 
never, had writ ſince he left her, came to Towny © 
on purpoſe to ſee him: She had been told fome 
_ Years before, that her Son liv'd very Great in En- 
gland, and now hearing by chance, that he was 
in Dublin, ſhe did not queſtion, but that he did 
the ſame, The Son received her very Coldly, 
which the old Woman perceiving, wiſhed ſhe 
had ſaved herſelfa Journey. But as Dorante wait 
then daily contriving, which way he ſnhould diſ- 
poſe of his Wife and Children, ſo after being 
informed that his Mother. could ſpare bim nao 
Money. which I think was the ſecond Queſtion 
he ask'd her, he thought fit to conſult her about 
that Affair: When the Mother was acquainted 
with his Circumſtances, and had heard how he 
came by his Wife, that her Father was alive yet, 
and ſo very Rich ſhe blamed her Son mightily: 
for treating herilll. which every Body in the Houſe 
could not but tee: Having conſider'd every 
thing, her Advice was, if he could be contented 
to live in the Country, that having fold his 
Houſhold Goods, he ſhould carry his Wife and 


Children 


9 
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Children to her Houſe ; and a Captain's Pay with a 
what ſhe had would maintain em all very plen- I 4 
| Lifully. Dorante, who had a mortal Averſion to ah 
a Country Life, being always uſed to Noiſe and . 
_ Great Company, thought it Death to be in a ob 
Place where there ſhould be no Gaming, and 
could by no means reſolve at firſt: But conſider- ah 
ing how much he was in Debt, and that to live 
much longer as he had done was an utter impoſſi- r 
bility 3 at laſt made a Virtne of Neceſſity. He 
was a Man of Diſpatch, and quickly found a 
Chapman that took his Goods as they ſtood, dei 
which being Appraiſed, he turned all into ready v1 
Money ; and he and his Mother, his Wife and the 
Children, with a Servant or two, weat all into foe 


the Country together. why 
Ant. Whilſt they are upon the Road, I muſt tor 
beg leave, Aunt, to ask ye a Queſtion or two. 7 


Luc. Half a Dozen if you pleaſe. 
Ant. I am much Charm'd with Aurelia's thi 
Fidelity to fo undeſerving a Wretch ; but how Raf 
. ſhe became to be Miſtreſs of fo much Goodneſs ſh ; 
methinks is fomething Myſterions : She was very 75 
voainly brought up, her Father was an Ignorant 
Mecha nick, Paſſionate Miſer; her Mother a filly 
Imprudent Woman; and ſhe wanted that Grave 
Conncel, and wholſome Advice, which, as you 
ſay, is much oftener, and more Effectually given 
by an Underſtanding Sober Relation at home, 
than by a Miſtreſs at a Boarding School among 
Fiddlers and Dancers. For how little Skill ſhe 
had in Governing of herſelf, and what Notions 
of the Duty ſhe owed her Parents, is very ma- 
nifeſt from what ſhe did. She falls in Love with 
a Man at firſt Sight, which for onght ſhe woe 
| 5 | 5 might 
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mi tires Dumb, 2 Aſad firſt ge 
ni oe einen, . Her Fa 
hy 1 e eh 4 19 
vit eve rg of on 

+ 6th x He tn Gone an 
aon 5 d be -withd6tir” the 
Knowledgeofa Pſt and 7 1 ne Morffefzlrüßt 
away with him; Leaves bet Frfehdg and CGügkr 
and follows hi fortune fh Ver. 07 Pleaſesg 
without He ping che lealt CetHdry of wübtor 
what he Was. This was the fall Stock 8PPrus. 

WU fence with Whien ie ſet out! Aſter this ne ig 
delivered 1 ec Soul, Aito the Hands of 


Wheedling elſtical Husbahc that withid 
1 Hab eee ddes His utmöſt ta nz 
fuse his Wicked Abomihable P. 
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Lac. You-are'itt 4 aſoti Neb! 10 19,9994 
Ant. I bet y out pardoi for my heat; rst 5 
think calmly on the” Diab icaPDoRring bf at. 
Raſcal, the Sollicitor General of Sata! 0 


xiples into Ber; 
and Tins 15 own'C 1 ce 
1. 


ſay, Aunt, conſidering firſt rhe Weakneſs" 
ant of Diſcretion of the Woman, and 8 55 
wards the Tutor ſhe had, 110 01 Löbeſhe 


ly im, Is it not range, that ſhe fhould not i] g 
'C Wot ſwallow his Notzons, but likewiſe ſo bravaly. 
's vithſtand all the Temptations 6f'a * 


Courtſhip, ap rov'd of, and Selk Uy 5 
Husband 7 ad in mort, be ſo edem (Ha 
us, as rather to incur the utmoſt DIIſedſrs 
fa Husband ſhe lov'd to Madneſs, be Poor, 4. 
buſed and ftrip'd, than by being Vicious to pleaſe 
im, and Une high in the World? Fray how 
ame Aurelia to be ſuch a Saint? | 

* Tuc 
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i .Lucre, and ſee: 
meaning, to the very” 


ö 95 am very 1! 


are praiſed for 17 NN Za 
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coulg 0 44 er a Ein ode i hae de: 


ſo much a Stranger to his 
Moment he explain d! it to 
h manner. 1 
lve both your, Doubts a at once, 
that 11 have given me this 
pportunity of. telling ye ſomething, that may 
inſtructive to ye. All is 150 Sold that al 
ers; many thin are done 44075 for. w 1 50 
epple are extoll to the Skies, that at e 
time, ho the Actions are good, would; 
as, bighly, if the Principle from anch they 
acted, and the Motive that ares, kee c'd them, 
were throu hly- known. When e are * 
Pgzy- or ſearful to undertake 0 i, 2 they 


ler int at rou 
Lac. I. ſhall? 
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pre 


arice are often called dee 
| brit. by, I know PA Re ner hat 1 (0 hay 
very Lov: Ving, and never dit ES with one ON 
another, and indeed they live io well, that cheyſ' 1 N 
ave thought a very happy Couple: : But you woul l I. 
hardly.g ſs at the Reaſon. of all- this. 145 
Ant. Without doubt they ; are both very Good ty 
bumaur d. | WY 
= TI bos the Reverſe, for their, reſent I * 


* PLD. How can that be? oy 

Luc. When they came firſt tler the 
Fell out, and Fought every Day like Dogs. an 
Cats, and * one another abundance * nien, 


„N ab evefy one fools his pwn! Hurt beſt, fo 
bath perceiving the i} Conveniencies they, got by 
every Quarrel,; beibgiequally :Match'l, they de- 
e. | came terrible one] ta another, æhat at laſt they 
n lived Pekceably;; aH Dread only of provoking on 
% andebef's Anger.:0 hs: L told: e, becauſe Lfttfs 
to peed you would make the ſame miſtake. here, 
as you have done in the Actions of Aurelia where 
eo | you aſcribe that bor her Virtue wihichi proceeded 
ais from nothing, Bus ber. Sy perlsciye- Love te. No- 
ar duese Hie was Quality, Riches; Honour, he ws 
ri every thing to = her ne doated upon him ſo 
iel exceffiyely; that ſnhe thought chere: was. na Bliſs 
without him; and! neither defired; nor knew, 
nel a dblier Felicity; than what ſhe;enjoy'd ig his 
hey Company: Do but mind, what the Conſcquenge 
em moſt ide ot mehr an ctraordinary Paſſion,jand 
tool Jon 'In Hd, bat he might have withſtood mugh 
1 28 Temptations, than evet ſhe lay under, 
vichout> being a San, as yon call cher: It it ha 
deen a Principle oß Virtue ſhe acted by, ſhe would 
hdve let him know, that ſhe diſſik d the borxid 
- M-Dbarinewhichi/be;Preach'd-tolher 4 hut ſhe nexer 
he do much as ſhewed- her ſelf of anather Opiaiog: 
All vhat came fromhim was Aiuerting and plea- 
ſing to her without ever conſulting the Mora- 
lity or Immoraſity bfi what he ſaid or did, if he 
appeard* :but:Gay and Good Humour d. As to 
Uni wur other Doubt, how ſſe came not to find out 
En his Deſign before he told it her ſo, openly, the 
ame Exceſs of bove anſwers all 3 ſhe knew bow. 
little ſhE could have parted with him to any 
other Woman, and meaſuring his Love by.hec 
oon, how ſhould ſne think that he intended to 
je nake a Whore of her? That he carry'd her into 
his Noblemag's Company, often left em LOgerhers 
„„ „„ and 


: ((-68)) 
And order'd her to be merry, and not diſoblige 
him by being Starch'd, was always conſtri u an 
MPorante s Favour : She call id it the great Confi- 
dence her Husband put in her to truſt her With 
a Man ot ill Repute among Women: She ſuffer d 
- his Gallantry, becauſe ſhe thought her Husband Ill | 
had ſome end in it; which ſhe never examĩinꝭd into; 

and really Dorant had ſuch an aſcendant over ! 
her, he might have made her do any thing, and 
i ee as Sinfvl as that, as long as it was not t 
inconſiſtent with her Love: Nobody commits f 
(a Sin for the ſake of its heinga sink h 
An. thought that when People were once f 
debauch'd in: their Principles of Good and Evil, N. b 
— would ſoon fall into all manner of Wicked- g 
V VVV ny. 
Luc. That's true, if it bea Wickednefs that te 
'ſuits with their Inclinations, but not elſe lt wont rc 
make a Coward kill a Man in a Duel, or one that D 
is of a Jovial Temper, and has the World at Wil, 8 
if he meets with a croſs Accident, hang himſelf; 


and yet they are both very great Sins. So that m 
upon the whole, I ſee nothing that can be tall'd hi 
: a Vertue unleſs you think that a great one, D 
"that a Woman in the greateſt A fflict iom that can co 
be deſcribed; refuſes a Man that comes toch aviſu te: 
her, whilſt her Husband is in the next Room. W 
Ant. No, I believe tô act that latter parti do! 
there was no great Occaſion fon Vertue, mor for lig 
Love neither. 321 n eee 110 me 
Tuc. Then Antonia, your Queſtions being an- lin 
ſwer'd, let me give ye warning/againſt:ſo unac{M ru: 
countable a Paſſion, from your own Obſeryation of 


Take care, and never harbour it within Jeu not 


I Breaſt; for how can any thing be truſted to 
that makes People ſeem to be virtnous, and pet 
85 ry commit 


5 
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„ e . 
commit thoſe Faults "3nd Extravagancies which, 
Aurtlia was guilty of; and your Nef has ſo cots, 
„ „ PO FO 
Ast. I thank ye, Aunt, and In take all the care 
I can, at leaſt of not making my ſelf Ridiculous : 
But if you Pleaſe, 1 ſhall be glad. now to hear, 
175 Aurelia was treated at her Mother. in- 

Tut. At their firſt coming down, they agreed 
tollerably well; Dorante by his Mother's Per- 
ſwaſiogs ſhew'd her a better Countenance; but 
having none of his Diverſions left him, but 
Racing and Hunting, he was always on Horſe= 
back; and not being able to ſtay long near home, 
where he had Nobody to converſe with but the 
Family, he had not been there a Month, but he 
took''a Man, and a couple of Horſes, and went 
roving from one Town to another, without any. 
Deſign. And whilft thus in queſt of Good Com- 
pany, he ſpent his Money about the Country, 
eldom neglecting to take any Pleaſure he could. 
that meet with; his Wife having nothing, but What 
dall his Mother thought fit to give her, took all her 
one, Delight in her Children: She had a Boy that 
t can could run alone, and a Girl, which is the Daugh- 
aviſu ter ſhe has, and was then a Child in Arms. 
m. When Dorante was weary of Rambling up and 
part, down, he came home again with the Purſe much 
rr for lighter than when he went: In his Travels he had 
met with an Ancient Gentleman, that was wil 
ling to lend Money upon Land Security; this 
run much in his Head, he had nothing more 
of bis ewn” that could be mortgaged, but could 
not forbear thinking of his Mother's Jointore. 
Having framed a formal Story, he accoſts the Old 
Woman, and told her how unpleaſant it was to 

7 „ — 

* Wl 


+ 


4 him b be Idle at {47 Pl, nen 
i ren W a come to w 9 8 an dy Ye; 
that he was but a Young By. indeed, and in ;the 


Flower of his, but that therefore it was a 
N Game that he Nan d cad 155 Youth ig d 1 5 
Bothing, when at che me time, "Kobod 1740 
how to get Money week chan himſelf; 
 fiiddenly throwing all the Fault upon his Mar 
ing, he rail d at his Wife. The A er: 12 
: Knowing bis. Deſign, reply: that th 5 
thonght it great Piry he eyer left, Eng 1 
cauſe'ſhe had heard he had fared ſo wall ez 


he told her, that if he Was there yet, ich only | 
Five Hundred Pounds in his Pocket, he would 
not. queſtion but to make it Ten Thouſand in 
Two or Three Years Time. The Old Weman 
anſwering, that ſhe wiſh'd he had it with WU her 
Heart, he ſaid it was in her Power to help him to 
it, if he wonld but conſent that he might take.it 
upon the Eſtate where they lived: If ſhe es ed 
to do that, he Would go only by ite, ene 
his Wife and Children with har? and order it 10 
that ſhe ſhould have his Pay ſeat her Quartrely; 
and if ſhe took Pleaſure in ſpending more gh 
in a few Months he ſhould beable to Furniſh her 
Vith what ſhe pleaſed; He was ſo great a Maſter 
in the Art of Wheedling, that at laſt he-perſwa: 
| ded the Old Woman, and having her Conſent, 
he took what he could get upon the ERate: Which 
perhaps was 50 or 60/1. above the Sum he had 
mentioned. And his Pockets being lined, which 
always made him Gaod-hnmour'd, he took his 
Ieavg of his Wife as civilly, as of the reſt, 1 
went for England ; Ang being come there, b 
had ſeveral gopd Hits! in a little time; trom which 
being taught ah a Hee züge. ngy and ten 
** 


COD} 
is i was very beneficial toa Man of his BuGinefs,, he 
: reſolved never to ſtay above Four or Five (IRS 
ze NN ina Place From London he went to York, thence 
a to Cheſter, and fo back to Dublin, then after 3. 
of or 4 Months, to England again, and ſo continu- 
Wing the ſoms-Courte over and over, he ran his 
I vicked Race; ſometimes with much, ſometimes 
y- Wb vith little Money; but was always as laviſh in 
of n he was Covetous in Getting 457 
yu at laſt, about Five Years after he had cari d . 
his Family to his Mother's, he was ſtopt in his 
Villainous Career. Ho SAFE > 5 
An. Hut yon have told me nothing of what 
Aurelia did ail that Five Vears time: Did ſhe, 
neyer ſee Dorante fince he went away, with. 
the Money: he: had rajſed on his Mother's Join- 
Luc. Ves, ſeveral times; for he never came 
to Ireland, but he ſpent a Fortnight or three, 
Veeks' at her Honſe 3 diverting himſelf. with. | 
Hunting in the Day time, and Drinkingat Night. 
\s for Aurelia, when her Husband was gone, 
is Mother led her a weary Life; for ſeeing ſne 
derſtood alt manner of Needle -Work very 
ſell, ſhe plagued: her about ſomething or other 
very Day, and kept her fo continually employ - 
war I, that the had hardly time to do any thing for 
it, er Children, or herſelf. Doranre's Siſter, wha ' 
ich ad been marry'd before ever he was of Age, had 
een a Widow above Two Years, and left yery 
oor: with one Child, that was about Three 
ſears Old when Aurelia came there; the Mo- 
der had been forc'd to take her and her Boy in 
gain, or ſhe muſt have ſtarved.” She was a great 
attern, and as Lazy as any Jriſi Woman at- 
fer; the Mother allowed her more than her 
15 Daughter 


Davphter-in-Law' yet tho? ſhe had but one 
Child, and the other two, Aurelia's Children 
Were always kept Cleaner, and look'd Tighter 
than ber one: The Old Woman would ſometimes 
take fibrice of it tö her own Daughter, who, 
| beſides that ſhe always had been brought up in 
the Country, and fearn'd but litele, had ſuch an 
Antipathy againſt all manner of Work, that the 
very Name of it would throw her into a Sweat: 
Sdbe was fo Malicious, and ill contrived a Piece, 
that when her Mother found fault witk any 
thing about herſelf or her Child, and bid her 
mind how Aurelia did ſuch a thing; ſhe never 
faiPd of being revenged upon her Siſter, or her 
Children for it. The firſt commonly that ſhe 
vented her Spleen againſt, was Aurelia's little 
Son, which was the Mother's Darling; ſhe would: 
either puſh him down, give hima private Pinch, 
or ſet her own Boy on to take away his Play- 
things; and if that would not make him Cry, as 
he was a very good Humour'd Child, ' ſpill half a 
Pot of Reer upon him, under pretence of giving 
him to drink; throw Water in his Face, cram 
ſome Naſtineſs, or Cheeſe in his Mouth, which 
ne hated; and never leave Teazing the poor Boy, 
till ſhe ſet hima roaring. If ſometimes Aurelia 
ſpoke/the leaſt Word againſt either the Siſter, 
or her Son, then preſently the Mother was fetch'd 
who would give her a handred for it, call her 
Proud Minx, young Sawcy Slut; what had ſhe 
to meddle with her Daughter and with her Grand- 
Child? Why did ſhe not go to England, and fetch 
her great Portion withia Murratn to her? And 
the whole Family being all Jriſh, all envy'd Aurelia 
tor ber Cleanlineſs, and always being Neater than 
they: Ifatany time ſne was lroning or Starching 
1 * aup 
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Aurelia s Father was Dead, and that by his Will 
the Daughter, nor her Children, were ever to be 
a Farthing the better for him; which Porante 
brought the firſt time he came back, then the 
Old Woman was Raving Mad: Sbe had always 


hoped, that, early or late, ſome Good would“ 


come from the Old Gentleman, if not to the 
Daughter, at leaſt to the Gra1d-Children. She 
had always hated Aureliz in her Heart, and that 
ſhe deſired at firſt, her Son to treat his Wife not 
ſo Inhumanly, and had yet been fo little rude to 
her herſelf, was only in eonſideration of what ſhe 
expected; but when this fail'd, and the found” 
herſelf baulk'd beyond redreſs, ſhe was a conti-: - 
nual Plague to her, and made it her Buſineſs to 
ſtudy which way to torment her. Aurelias Daugh- 
ter, Who was now above a Vear Old, had been 
ill for a great while; they had continued to let 
her Suck, becauſe they were afraid that taking 
the Breaſt from her, would have kill'd her; ſhe 
was the very Picture of her Father and the Grand- 
Mother lou d her very well tor his Sake: ; yet 1 0 


tw) 


the. Child was: ſo weak ſtill, æhat it could not 


walk a Step, upon theſe Tydings the Nurſe was 


ſent away the next Day, and the Mother fore d 


to wean it, and tend it herſelf- No Servant in 


the Houſe was allowed to do any thing for A. 


relia ; what ſhe would have done, ſhe was obli- 
ged to do herſelf 5; which often ſhe world 
have been glad of, if they would but have let her 
alone: But ſhe was thwarted and croſſed in every 
thing ſhe took in hand : If ever ſhe had occaſion 


i 15 e a Bowl, a Skillet, or any thing elſe, her 
te 


r was ſure to want it at the fame timo; and 
if ſhe pretended to Contend about the matter, the 


* 


who ſhould have it. 


Ant. A very miſerable Life indeed f But L 


Mother was called, and ſhe would foon decide 


would beg of yon to acquaint me with Anrelis's 
Sentiments concerning. Dorante z did her Love 


{till continue after that Undeniable, as well as 


Villainous Proof he had giyen her of his Con- 


tempt, a little before they parted from Dul- 
n | 


Tuc. This Antonia, is one of the moſt remark» | 


able Parts ot her Hiſtory, and therefore l would 


haye kept it for the laſt; but ſince ye ask me for 


it, Iwill ſatisfy ye. The deep Sorrow in which 
we left her, when her Husband ſhook her off, la- 
ſted no longer than that Day ; for the ſucceeding 
Night open d her Eyes, and ſhe was rouſed from 
her Lethargy of Love. Dorante was vex'd-at- his 


being diſappointed, and flying to the uſual Re- 


medy of Drowning his Cares in Claret, he came 
Home in ſuch a Terrible Humour, that having 
Knock'd down the Servant that open'd him the 
Door, he went up to his Wife, and the firſt thing 
he did, was taking the Candle, and holding it 


Very 


Lad 


1 xy near her, under Pretence ace of 100k 45 whe: 
Foul ie vet till a Crying, he 5 pare of 
air, and-all her Head: Noa s on Fire; 
ſt ſhe was buſy ing uenching the Flame. he 
ker her touching the 1 8 Ten üng her 
8 the Morning, ſome very unpleaſant Queſti- 
ons, after a Brutiſi manner, and in as Naſty Lan- 
pg Wage 7 he could 1 1 not an- 
WET don eno to plcaſe him, he wrapt 
0 11 oy W ſaid, he believed ſhe was 
ble d to keep her Tongue as cloſe as her Tail; 
bar if ſhe did, he could open her Mouth, and at 
the ſame time doubling his Fiſt, he gave her ſuch 
an unmerciful Blow. on the Face, as knock'd ber 
down backward, and made her Bloody all over; 
then e ber out of the Room by one of her 
the way Swearing, ſhe. ſhould. not lig 


875 L nc 
there, he kick d her down Stairs, ſhut, his Ch 


ber Door, and went to Sleep. 28 being 
come to the bottom, was very much TW 
but had the goad.Fartune.not to break a any io? 
and having light a Candle, went to Bed in ano- 
ther Chamber; where conſidering. what, way 
aſt, very. Serioufly, the firſt thing that awaked, 
erfrom her, Grief, was her Fear, ſhe dreadedrto, 
ſee Dorante again, and thought herſelf in Dangeg 
of her Life: What could be expected from a le 
8 that haying told her how weary, he was 195 
her, did his utmoſt to have her raviſh'd in th 
Morning, and that not ſucceeding, auc dene | 


at Night, firſt to burn. her alive, and then ta 
Fr 5 Neck? She could hardly prog ber = 
ſelf any, better, but that the laſt means 
cd of her, heing likewiſe; faild, he would Fora 
ber age FRE: a : But Fra, things, of oi 
| ITE 


ſerent Natures, preſenting themſelves to her 


Mind, Fear was not the only Paſſion that diſturb- 
ed her, being very Sore every where, and full of 
Pain, when ſne thought of the Hurt ſhe had re- 
ceiv'd, ſhe forgot her Fear and grew Angry: 

But if ſhe reflected on what it was for, and by 
whom ſhe was ſo ill treated, then ſhe was ſo a- 
mazed, that ſhe could never remember what ſhe 
thought: When the diſmal Proſpect of her pre- 
ſent Circumſtances came to her Fancy, her Sor- 
rows return'd, and ſhe was ſeized with a deep 
Melancholly ; which would laft, till looking 
back on her own Conduct, which had been the 
Occaſion of all, ſhe ſtartled from it, and fell in- 
to Deſpair, She would be revenged of herſelf, 
_ thought on Death in ſeyeral Shapes; bur 
all appearing equally Frightful to her, ſhe ran 
diſtracted to ſee that ſhe was forced to live. She 
. Complain'd, ſhe Curs'd, ſhe Cry'd, ſhe Rav'd ; 

and in this Confuſion of ſo many Paſſions, ſha- 
king her at once, ſhe continu'd till late in the 
Morning, Dorante was dreſs'd and gone Abroad, 
before the Maid that waited on his Wife, knew 
that her Miſtreſs had not lay in her own Bed 


that Night; but ſeeing ſhe was not there, ſhe | 


went to look for her in the other Room, where 
_ the found her fitting vpright in the Bed, employ- 
ed as | told ye. The Preſence of the Maid 
wrought a very 5 Effect upon the Miſtreſs; for 
Aurelia being diſpleas'd at being ſurpris'd in 
that Poſture by a Servant, rally'd all the Reaſon 
ſhe had to compoſe her Senſes: She lay down and 
told the Maid, that ſhe had been troubled with 

2 yxiolent Pain in her Head all Night long; whe- 
ther the Servant beliey'd what her Miſtreſs ſaid, 
or thought ſomething elſe to be the Laune 

| 5 er 
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| her Diſorder, Aureiia could not tel; if ſne had 

; heard her Maſter's Quarrellingthe Night before, 
f ſhe was diſcreet enough not to ſay any thing of 
| 


. 
- 


it z but adviſing her Miſtreſs to reſt,” never left 
her- till ſhe was faſt a Sleep; being very much 
Tired, ſhe did not open her Eyes again before 
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LMMighez when her Maid having provided ſomes | 
e thihg for her, againſt ſhe ſhould Wake, perſwa- 

* ded her to take ſome Food; having eat alittle 

- ſhe: found herſelf: much refreſh'd; and almoſt 

p Calm within; her Face was Swell'd, and her 
8 Bruiſes pained her ſadly; but as the Soreneſs t 
'& ber Body increasd, ſo her Mind grew more Se. 

u date: And having quite recover'd the uſe of her 

If, WM Reaſon by the next Day, ſhe was very glad- to 
uk 
all 
he 
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fee herſelf ſaſe; for calling to Mind the horrid 
Thoughts that had run through her Brain, ſhe 
found that her Life was only o ing to her Natu- 
ral Fearfulneſs and the Maidꝰs coming into the 
Room as ſne did t ſince it "could. be nothing but 
Irreſolution, and want of Courage; that had hin- 
detꝭd her from laying Violent Hands upon her- 
ſelk. l 5 0 I men” Er Sic e FH of 
Ant. But ILibelieve, Aunt, you never intend 
to 1 me, whether ſhe ſtill loved him, or 
nat de if it fe: id nee Hernan 
Luc. Have Patience a little Antonia, Pm a 
going: Aurelil had ſo many different Agitation 
in her Soul that Night her Hüsband beat her for 
the ficſt time; that being all equally Mutinous, 
none could be predominant enough to make à 
great Impreſſion upon her; and this I take to be 
the Reaſon, that ſhe was ſo eaſily reſtored to het᷑ 
Senſes: As for her Love, ſhe telt no more of it 
within two Days after, as if ſhe had never ſeen 
| | Ant. = 
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Ave. T Nu Wl 
An. Then was it not ſucoeeded by a great 
Hatred againſt him? 4 E220 OY ry, cole 
Luc. Not at firſt of alls as ſbe told me; »fhe 
remain d the ſame, only that Folly was skimm'd 
off; which made me think, that in the: great 
Fermentation of her Paſſions as love had ſtirt d 
hem vp, ſo working through them, it maile all 
the Froth; and Swimming a great whileabove 
the reſt, was quite loſt when they had! dobe 
Boyling over. Aurelia not being ofa great Spirit, 
-behayed herielfeto cher; Husband, as an Hubble 
Faye to a Cruel, Maſter: When he hack Truck 
her the ſecond time, ſne began to ſtand in great 
Aweof him her Fear madeſher Obſequious g mid 
qe ſtud yd not ſo much haw to pleaſe him fs 
to avoid every thing that might offend him Se 
Was not ignorant of the miſdrable: Condition ſie 
was in, wouldi have willingly. parted and gone 
away from Doran with all; hen Heart ; but what 
could ſhe. do Wipbbiher Children, whom ſnhe do- 
ted on? ThezJhoughts of her Circumſtancas 
would often male er Weep, bitifhetrefolved to 
bear with any thing, rather than leave her Dear 
Babes; Being a tender ſmall Bondd;Cteatnre, of 
all her Sufferings, nothing was more irkſome td 
her than Dorante's Blows; and tho' ſhe was far 
from! Striking again, the Sinart of em. would 
make her Angry, and wiſh him ill; but when be» 
ing ſo Cautious as I told you, and doing not the 
Jeaſt thing that might be taken amifs, ſhe faw 
that he was ſtill the ſame; and he fell upon her 
the third time without any Provocation at all; 
then the Sight of him began to be very Odious to 
her, which by the little regard Dorante ſhew'd 
for her, and the continuance of his Abuſing _ 
1 | 5 without 
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Y es. As ſoon as Dorante 

4 1 hes” 585 1 and dechred him ime wit 
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we muſt I thingy as the en. Aurelae 
was not a Bold B np aothey AL i 4 
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the rſt Pa n ĩt ra 


not hi 


her afterward 3, fo 
M he ated him ſo m 10 110 


uch, but it was the 


uch irregular Motions in her Brain, as to make 
ter Mad, was, that then her Love was ſtil] mix'd 
mth the other Paſſions; but when that was 
brown off, you ſee, the ſecond Beating only 
nade her Careful, how to prevent if for the fu- 


bus Reflections on things paſt 3 the Wretched- 

ieſs of her preſent State took up all her Thoughts; 

e could not keep her Eye from what was imme- 

lately before her; Dorante's Cruelty, and his 

POR were equally Frightful to her; for he 
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which ſhew'd that her Love et remain 'd I 1 - 
"wh i ould not hare. been ſuch Al, ho to 
ns 


beating that rouſed her Thos, and made her 
bok back : The Reaſon why at firſt it produced 


ture : She was not at leiſure yet, to make Seri - 
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1 the one scared her with Death, 60 the 0 
a Tkbreaten'd her with Want. Theſe Diſmal dhe 
ſpects employed her wholly; the could not ive 
her ſelf leave to examine, whether ſhe Hated im 
or not: But when Time had taken off great part 
of her Concern, and ſhe Was Struck agalh the 
| third time, which ſhe had dreaded bef re, th 
the Pain made her Angry, and think "on the 
Caufe, which brought in all the reſt; for "being 
nom grown (acquainted with her Miſery; -it was 
not ſo preſſing ;as to take up every Moment of 
der Time; "ihe had more leiſure'to' call to Mind, 
And ſedately reyiew what was paſt : She non 
made uſe of her Reaſon, Examin'd the vaſt ex: 
cent of her former Loves and, meaſuring by 
That, the prodigions height. of his Ingratitude, 
buil t her Hatred on a Solid Foundation. A 
Ant. I confeſs, Aunt, what Aurelis did, ſeems © 
10 to me more Natural, than, what! thovgt 
At firſt, ſhe ſhould have doe, =. 
Luc. 1am weary of I alking, Amonigy's and 
inſt leave the r till ack time. 
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THE FIFTH 


DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN. 


Lucinda and Antonia: 


Arid 


OU have informed me PIE a 

Dorante's Mother and Siſter ſtood 
affected to Warte after they: knew the Old Gen- 
tleman's Will: But, pray, what Face did he put 
upon the matter, I mean the Husband himſelf, 
that loved nothing but Money, and treated ber 
ſo barbarouſly, before all his Hopes were quite 
extinct? How did he behave himſelf towards her, 
when he was aſſured, that ſhe never would be 
worth any thing to him. 

Luc. Much as he uſed to do; but if there was 
any alteration, rather better than worſe, when 
he was not in Drink. 5 
Ant. What could make his Eumour change 
for the better? 
Luc. Tho' Dorante's Mother had always en- 
ertained ſome Hopes, that Aurelia's Father 
ould one Day or other relent, or at leaſt not 
1holly forget his Grand- Children, as well as his 
Daughter when he ſhould dye 3 yer. he himſelf 


G8 was 


＋ 


183 

was Wiſer; when once two Vears was paſt, and 
Aurelia's Father had taken no more Notice of 
her, than if ſhe had been a Dog, and had ſo often 
refuſed to hear them, that would ſpeak in her 
behalf, confidering his Stubborn emper, he 


thought no more of him. So Dorante was* not 


_ diſappointed as to that; and his Wife, who was 
was not Twenty yet, when her Father dy'd, be- 
zug a pretty Woman, whom he had not ſeen in 
Nine or Ten Months, was a Novelty to him: 
He was ſo Debauch'd, that he could never be with- 
outWomen,where-ever he ſtay' d; and as I cold ye, 
how he divided his Vears, whenever he was in 
the Country at his Mother's, where he could get 
Nobody elſe, he was glad to have her, not that 
he ever treated her with the Tenderneſs and 
Affection he counterfeited at firſt; but only made 
uſe of her to ſerve his Incontinence, giving her 
ſometimes a Piece of Money, as being Laviſh, 
he did on the ſame Account to any Strumpet when 

he thought her Poor. „ 
Ant. But ſuch Uſage would have been more 
Areadful to me, than all his Anger when once! 

hated him. : „ 

Luc. It was the ſame to Aurelia: For as hel , 
Hatred to her Husband, which, when ſhe cam h. 
to live with her Mother, was not yet of long 
ſtanding, in time grew more inveterate ; ſo yo 
may well imagine, that his Brutiſh Kindneſs al 
laſt was e = fs Als tr? 8 Wal 
one, every harſh Word, and every diſobliging 
Raion, of either his Mother or his Siſter, — 
all placed on his Account; and having ſo man 
Months to reflect on all the Paſſages betwee 
them, her Averſion to him increaſed daily; an 
was, before he came back, fully as N e 
7 +. 
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her former Love. She knew her Mother-in- 
Law had parted with all; that Dorante's Pay 
was the only Dependance of the whole Family; 


and that without ſhe was to ſeek Bread for her- 


ſelf, and Children; yet ſuch was her Hate, ſhe 
could not forbear every time ſhe ſaw him, to 
wifh it might be the laſt: She could have been 
contented to hear that he had been Stabb'd, 
Hang'd, or Drown'd, or that ſome unruly Horſe 


had broke his Neck, ſo ſhe had been troubled 


no more with his Company: She trembled when- 
ever he came near her; his Breath was ſo Nau- 


ſeous to her, that ſhe thought his Kiſſes Bane- 


fal; and the Touch of Toads and Adders could 
be no more unwelcome, than his Embraces. 
Then judge, Antonia, what a Horror his Pre- 
ſence was to her; ſince the mildeſt part of his 
Behaviour was no leſs diſpleaſing to her, than the 
rougheſt Uſage. Vet her Fear forced her to ſub- 
mit to all; for if ever ſhe ſeemed Tardy in com- 
plying with any thing he ask'd her, ſhe was ſure 
that the firſt time he ſhould be in his Cups, he 
would moſt inhumanly reſent it. When Aure- 
lia, of whom | have all what happen'd to her in 
Ireland, had thus far related what had befallen 
her, I thought that her Hatred and Indignation 
to Dorante, were arrived to the higheſt Pitch, 
and nothing could make 'em greater ; but was 
amazed, when, after having paus'd a while, I 
heard her ſay, had this been all, Lucinda, Dor an- 
te's Injuries might have been bury'd in Oblivion; 
the Tears I then ſo often ſhed, in time would 
have waſh'd away my Sorrows; and laying the 
Fault of all the Indignities 1 bore, upon the 
Youthful Folly of my own Love, I could now 
think on Dorante without diſturbance in my * 

23 : but 
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Remembrance! Lucinda, no Conſolations of any 
Orator could ever be more obligingly eloquent, 
than were the Dumb Signs of his Pity and Grief, 


their Love. with a juſt and equal Hand among 


ter through neſs was very Froward, and after 


(84) 


but after this he was the Savage Occaſion of a 
Tragical Accident, which I cannot forget the 


{ 
| 
longeſt Day I live, and muſt lament for ever. ill ! 
When ſhe ſaid this, I ſaw her wipe her Eyes, < 
and after that ſhe told me the Sad, and Mourn- b 
ful Story in theſe very Words. Dorante, ſaid 
ſhe, was come Home to his Mother's for the fi 
fourth time, ſince he had firſt left us, when my M ® 
Son was about five Years Old; he was a very in 
Senſible Child, not indeed ſo Pert and Witty as It 


ſome are; neither was he ſo Bold, as I have ſeen M** 
a great many; but then he was likewiſe leſs MW © 
Wild than Boys commonly are, and ſo ſeldom La 
committed any Rudeneſs, that I never knew a MW?! 
Child of a Milder and Sweeter Temper : But MW" 
what was moſt admirable in him, was his great "be 
Solidity, beyond his Age. I confeſs that I doat- ea 
ed on the Child, and as Dorante's Mother loved fie 
my Daughter, becauſe ſhe was like her Son, fo * 
my little Boy fared the worſe, becauſe he reſem- 0 g 


bled me. He was ſuch charming Company to 
me, and would ſhew ſo much Sorrow in his Coun- 
tenance, when he ſaw any of the Family do 
ſomething to make me uneaſy : Oh! when | 
think on hisengaging Promiſes, what he would 
do for me when he ſhould be a 1 and how 
often he wiſh'd to be one for my Sake / Oh the 
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when he ſaw his Mother abus'd: I know *tis 
wrong, to make a Diſt inction in our Inclination 
between Children; Parents ſhould diſtribute 


them; but here l could not help it; my Daugh 


ward: 


v3 
8 
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wards the Grand-Mother giving her more Li- 
berty, than I would have allow'd her, grew a 
Ramping Girl; and having gain'd her by little 
Gifts, which, as I vas kept, I was not able to 
beſtow, the Old Woman took great Delight to 
ſee, that ſhe could draw her from me; and be- 
ſides, that the Girl wauld but ſeldom ſtay with 
me in the Day-time, they would always teaze me, 
in telling me I did not love her: Heaven knows 
it was falſe; but how could l ſhew ſo much Love. 
to her, who not contented to be where ſhe could 
get nothing, was always with my Mother in- 
Law, as I could to my dear Sober Boy, that deſ- 
piling their Bribes of Tarts and Sweet-Meats, 
with which they Coaxed his Siſter from me, 
would hardly ever leave me. Oh! He was a 
dear Lover of his Mother! On me he fix'd his 
Eye, and wore no other Looks, than ſuch, as 
he derived from mine: I never Wept, but that 
he Cry'd; and if at any time I ſeem'd to have 
forgot my Grief and ſmiled upon him, Oh ! 
how gloriouſly ſerene would his Innocent Angel's 
face appear! in ſaying this, ſhe would have 
withſtood her Tears; but when J ſaw ſeveral 
Irop from her unwilling Eyes, I would have in- 
terrupted her, but that, ſeeing what | was about, 
Ine hinder'd me by telling me, I know Lucinda, 
heſe things are tireſome to you; for tho? you're 
older than I, you never knew what it was to 
ra Mother, But pardon my Fondneſs, and Vil 
nanſgreſs no more; and then ſhe continu'd thus: 
oth my Children lay with me a Nights, but 
hen Dorante came, | was forc'd to contrive a 
tle Bed for one of em, upon ſome Chairs; the 
rIwould not lie by herſelf, but my Poor Con- 
ated Boy was willing to comply with any thing, 
x 3 5 Dorante 


ar 
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a 
Dorante had been with us 16. or 18 Days, and 
vas to go for Dublin the next Morning; when, 
having Carous'd all Day, he came home late at 
Night in an ugly Humour; coming into the 
Room, and finding me gone to Bed, he ſets 
himſelf down in a Chair, having ſcolded at me a 
little while, for not ſitting up for him; as he 
was undreſſing himſelf, he calls me to him; l 
dared not diſobey, and would have ſlipt on my 
Gown, but he bid me come as I was; and ſtand- 
ing in my Shift before him, he asked ſomething 
of me, which was ſo Laſcivious, and, as I thought 
at that time, ſo diſagreeable, that, tho' I ſtrove 
to hide it, I could not forbear diſcovering the 
 *ReluQancy of my Mind; this was a heinous 
Crime to Dorante; who, having upbraided me 
with ſeveral Inſtances of greater Wantonneſs; 
which, perhaps, I might have been guilty of in 
the height of my former inconſiderate Paſſion, 
at laſt Spurn'd me from him: 1 went to Bed a- 
gain, and he continu'd Railing and Grumbling 
as upon ſuch Occaſions he was uſed to do; he tol, 
me, that tho' I lov'd a thing never ſo well, I 
would rather deny it to myſelf, to vex him, than 


take the Pleaſure of it, if I thought it would oblige | 


him. He faid many other things, and among 
the reſt, as he was going away the next Day, he 


hada good Mind ro make me remember him till 


he came again. In every thing he ſaid or did, 
he ſhew'd himſelf angry and diſpleas'd ; and as 
he was coming to Bed, in turning up the Cloaths, 
not being us'd to ſtand much upon Compliments 
with me, he flung every Rag from me, and left 
me quite naked. My dear Boy, who was awake, 
but had not ſpoke a Word yer, ſeeing this; after 
kaving heard what his Father aid, me py 
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1 | doubt but he was going to execute his Threats 
nings 3 and making all the haſte to him, before 
the could get into Bed, took hold of his Leg, 
e with abundanee of Tears, entreating him not to 


ts hurt his Mother. Dorant e, who had already one 


a Foot upon the Bed, looking back upon the beg- 
ze ging Poſture of the Child, and diſſiking he ſhould 
1 i ſhew ſo much Concern for me, maliciouſly: reſol- 


y ved to frighten him thqroughly; then ſtaring up- 


d- Jon him with a ſtern Look, What! Sirrah; ſaid 
ng be, would you help your Mother againſt me? 
ht Come, Il make away with your Mother; and 
ve immediately getting from the Boy, he ran te his 


he Sword, and drawing it, he came to me ſeeming- 


us ly in a great Fury: I obſerv'd the Humour Do- 
me vente did it 1 and apprehending no Danger 


s ; Nat this time, I lay ſtill, and ſaid nothing to 


han MWicaring the Boy fay any thing to him, I look'd 
lige Nip, and ſaw my Child in Fits - I did what I could 
ong Mo recover him, but one was no ſooner off, but 
| he e fell into another: The next Day Dorante 
1 til Went his Journey, without taking any Notice, 
did, Hither of me or the Child. About the ſame time 
d as lat he was taken with his firſt Fit, they left 
ths, im the Night following; but then he fell iato 
ents Violent a Fever as carry'd him off the Seventh 
left ay after. Here Aurelia left off, and took her 
rake, ve. e OR a | 
after Aut. Theſe 1 confeſs are extraordinary Aſfli- - 
no{F925! But in the Relation of this laſt Accident, 


* 


1 
| 
It 
if 


ith 


bim: And the ſame Moment as he was turning 
from me, I ſuppoſe, to ſee how the Boy would 


a- take it, I heard Dorante ſay, what ails the Boy? 
ng, the Raſcal is making Mouths ; and at the end 

old of theſe Words, he ſtept into Bed, and lay down. 
1, 1 MWNot underſtanding what Dorante meaut, nor 
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1 wonder ſhe ſhould ſhew ſo much Concern 


whilſt ſhe dwell'd on the Child's Praiſe only, and 


none at all, when ſhe came to that Part, of which 


ſhe ought to have been moſt Senſible. 


"+ » 


Luc. I don't think that ſtrange at all; it dif- 


| fers much, who the Perſon is, that tells the Sto- 
ry: She was the Mother, and knowing all what 


had paſt, as ſoon as ſhe began it, nay, before 


| ſhe came to it, the Thoughts of that great Loſs 


forc'd the Tears from her; The Rehearſaliand 


Deſcription of his Endearing Temper and Actions, 


was only Indulging her Grief; for it did nothing 
to the Story. 7 E yt un, 5 

Ant. Yet it has given me a greater Senſe of 
her Loſs, and the Sorrow it muſt have caus'd 
Luc. I knew that, and therefore I aſſumed Au- 
relia's Perſon, and ſpoke her own Words. 

Ant, But what I would ask, is, Why ſhe ſhould 
diſcover ſo little Tenderneſs, when ſhe ſpoke 
of his falling in Fits, the Fever that ſucceeded 
them, and his Death, where I would have moſt 
expected ir? 1 Fo 

Luc. For the ſame Reaſon; when ſhe was tel- 


ling me the firſt Part, the latter was in her Mind; 


till ſhe thought I was weary of hearing ſo much 


it. | 


Ant. At which I believe ſhe was Nettled a 
little ; for her telling ye you knew not what it 
was to be a Mother, looks as if it was by way of 


Reflection, becauſe ſhe found you was going to 


interrupt her. 


Luc. It was ſo; then Arming herſelf with Re- 


ſolution, ſhe related the reſt ; and coming to 
the moſt diſmal Part, mention'd not one Circum- 


Kance 
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Ut 


the Mother : She tol 


\ 
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ſtance, but ran over it as faſt as ſhe could ; and 
for fear of ſhewing any more Weakneſs, left me 
preſently. 

Ant. My thinks I long to ſee her reliev'd ; 3 
How long was ſhe plagued with Dorante's Mo- 
ther, and all that rh Generation? 

Lur. From the Child's Death, the Old Wo- 
man took another Op pare, of Tormenting 

Aurelia, that her Son be- 
ing dead, whom only ſhe had minded, ſhe thought 
her very Superfluous i in the Family ; that ſhe was 
reſolved to keep her no longer idle; and if ſhe 
would have Bread there, ſhe ſhonld do ſome- 
thing to earn it: Then diſmiſſing one of the Two 
Maids they kept, the Daughter-in-Law was or- 
der'd to do her Work; and after this, ſhe not 
only did the Maid's Buſi neſs, but was in every 
reſpect dealt with as a Servant, ſet aſide that 
they gave her no Wages. 

Ant. But which way had ſhe Cloaths then ? 

Luc. She had none but what the Mother, or 
Siſter.in- Law. left off; and if ſhe diflik'd this way 
of HOG ſhe might mend herſelf as ſoon as ſne 
cou 

Ant. And o! auld have done, ifl had been 
in her place: One that was brought up a Gen- 
tlewoman, and underſtood her Needle fo well, 
might have made ſhift with one Child. | 

Luc. She would have gone ſeveral times, and 
had Words about it long before the Son dy'd: 
Nay, the Old Woman was willing to be rid of 
Aurelia and the Boy, but ſhe would never part 
with the Girl; and Aurelia, who really lov'd her 
Children, could never reſolve to leave one more 
than the other. There was a Gentlewoman 
lat . about Three Miles olf, near where 
bometimes, 


> 
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ſometimes, they went to hear Maſs, with 


whom Aurelia had been acquainted ever ſince 
ſhe had been Four or Five Months in the Coun- 
try: She would have often Furniſh'd her with 


Neceſſaries to carry her and her Children to 


Ant. But I heard ye you of Maſs, was Aure- 


lia brought up a Papilt ! RTE 

Lac. No, Her Father was a Presbyterian ; but 
ſhe was ſo little grounded in her Religion, that 
it was not difficult for Dorante to pervert 


b H er. d N 


Ant. But why Dorante? What was it to him 
what Religion ſhe was of? for ] am ſure he had 
none. TS | „ 

Luc. He was the fame as all Roman Catholicks 
are; for whether they be Vertuous or never ſo 
Debauch'd, they will all in general take abun- 
dance of Pains, and rather ſpend their Money 
than fail to bring People of other Perſwaſions 

over to their Church. PE „ 
Ant. That's very unaccountable; but yet, as 
they believe that their Religion is the bell, it is a 
great Sign of their Charity to others. 


Luc. What their real Principle is that makes 


'em do it, I don't pretend to determine, but no- 
thing can be ſaid of it with greater Truth, than 
what you did at firſt, by calling it unaccounta- 

ble. So Aurelia could not expect to be releas'd, 
4 ever was, during Dorante's Life ; but that 

aſted not long, ſhe only ſaw him once, whilſt 
ſhe remain'd in the Office we left her; and when 
he came, was heartily glad of her Station, be- 
cauſe keeping herſelf as dirty and ſluttiſn as it 


was poſſible, to eſcape his converſing with her, 


it proved a Fence àgainſt his Brutality, as well 
| Eh 235 
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as his Kindneſs, which were equally dreadful to 
her. He had not been gone Four Months, but 
Aurelia was reviv'd with the ſoyful Tidings of 
his Death. A Gentleman, of whom he had won 
ſome Money, hearing which way he loſt it, call'd 
him to an Account ; demanding either his Money 
back, or Satisfaction in the Field: Dorante ha- 
ving had always Courage enough to maintai 
what he did, choſe the latter; and the Event o 
the Battle, deciding the Juſtice of the Cauſe, 
was kill'd upon the Spot. This was terrible 
News to Dorante's Mother and Siſter, who ha- 
ving nothing to depend upon, were forc'd ſeve- 
rally to ſhift for themſelves. The firſt Pleaſure 
Aurelia had ſince ſhe came in the Country, was 


to ſee the Conſternation and Streights, her Mor- 


tal Enemies were in; and in few Days, ſhe and 
her Daughter, by the Aſſiſtance of the Gentle- 
woman I ſpoke of, were carry'd to Dublin. Au- 
relia intended to ſee ſeveral Ladies, that had 
deſir'd her Acquaintance at her-firft coming into 
Ireland; not queſtioning but they would put her 
in ſome way or other to live; and in this ſne 
was not miſtaken, for the ſecond ſhe went to, 
was fo touch'd with Compaſſion, at the relation 
of her Sufferings, that ſhe had not the Power to 
let her go; and entertaining her and her Daugh- 
ter at her own Houſe, was reſolv'd to try what 
could he done for her: This Charitable Gentle- 
woman, went among all her Relations, and all 
her Acquaintance, to ſerve Aurelia; and had al- 
ready made a handſome beginning: When co- 
ming tq an Fminent Merchant's Lady, as ſhe was 
telling her Errand, and the Misfortunes of the 
Perſon, in whoſe Behalf ſhe ſpoke, the Gentle- 
woman of the Houſe took Notice of Dorante's 
5 N ” Name; 


„„ 
Name; and having ask'd it twice over, ſaid, if 
ſhe was not miſtaken, ſhe had heard her Husband 
enquire after ſuch a Captain's Lady; then left 
the Room, and immediately came back with her 
Husband. The Merchant holding a Letter in 
his Hand, ask'd the Gentlewoman, if ſhe could 
inform him of the Widow of one Captain Doran- 
te, who had been kill'd in England ſome Months 
ago. The Gentlewoman ſurpriz d to hear him 
ask after Aurelia with ſo much earneſtneſs, and 
conſidering, whether it would not be a Diſſervice 
to her, was at a ſtand ; which the Merchant 
perceiving, he ſmiled upon her, and told her, 
1t was for no harm to her Friend : If ſhe knew 
ſuch a one, he was order'd by his Correſpondent 
to aſſiſt her in every thing ſhe might want; and 
to deſire her to go for England, where ſhe ſhould 
be very well receiv'd. Shen he was going to 
ſhew her the Letter, but the other overjoy'd at 
the Diſcovery, ran Home immediately, and 
fetch'd Aurelia. The Merchant having found 
by her anſwering to ſeveral Queſtions, that ſhe 
was the Perſon he wanted, proffer'd her his 
Houſe, and what Money ſhe might have occaſion 
for. I ſuppoſe I need not tell ye, that this was 
acceptable to Aurelia: The only thing that trou- 
bled her was, that not knowing the Perſon that 
writ the Letter, ſhe could no ways imagine who 
it ſhould be, that ſent for her to England: But 
as every one that conſider'd her Circumſtances, 
periwaded her to go, and the herſelf felt little 
Reluctancy in leaving a Country where ſhe had 
ſuffer'd ſo much, beſides the Inclination ſhe had 
for her own, took hold of the firſt Opportunity 
of Shipping, and came for England, — | 


Ant. 


W 
Ant. Then ſhe did not accept of what her kind 

Friend had gather'd for her. 

Tuc. She refus'd it at firſt, for being furniſh- 
ed by the Merchant with more Money than 
her preſent Occaſions requir'd, ſhe thought it a 
Crime not to decline the acceptance of it; but 
the good Natur'd Gentlewoman, preſſing it hard 
upon her, and uſing many Arguments, of her not 
knowing, what Home to go tv, who it was that 
writ for her, and what might yet happen, ſhe 
took it very gratefully, upon Condition, that 
when ſhe ſhonld come to England, if ſhe found 
that ſhe ſtood not in need of it, in purſuance of 
3 the End it was given for, ſhe ſhould diſpoſe of 
it to others that did. Aurelia having had a bad 
BM Paſlage, ſtay'd a Day at Chefter to reſt herſelf, 


and took Coach the next: When they came near 
0 London, ſhe began to think, what ſhe ſhould do 
8 firſt; ſhe wonder'd a Man, whom ſhe had never 
d WW known, ſhould not only ſend for her to England; 
d but likewiſe give ſuch large Orders to let her 
have what Money ſhe ask'd for. She knew of 
no Relations ſhe had in this City, and it being 
late already, was in great Doubt whether ſhe 
ſhould lye at the Inn, that Night, or go to the 
Gentleman, to whom ſhe had the Letter, which 
the Merchant had given her at Dublin Whilſt 
theſe things ran in her Head, the Coach drove 
into the Inn Aurelia was hardly got out and 
got into the light, but a handſome Young Gen- 
tleman, of Eight and Twenty, or Thirty Years 
of Age, made up to her, and without asking any 
Queſtions, ſaluting her, and calling her by her 
Name, bid her welcome to England. Aurelia 
was amaz'd, and bluſhing begg'd his Pardon for 


() 


not knowing him; the Gentleman reply'd ſini- 


lingly, that he hoped ſhortly to have the ho- 
Nour of being better acquainted with her: And 
having taken care of a Trunk ſne had, handed 
her and her Daughter into a Gentleman's Coach, 
that waited for him in the Yard, then got in him- 
ſelf, and bid the Fellow drive Home. 
Ant. And fo I ſuppoſe ſhe got a ſecond Hus- 
band. He found very little Oppoſition methinks, 
and certainly Nobody ever wanted leſs Court- 
| ſhip than Aurelia. . 3 0 
Luc. I thought you would cenſure her, but [ 
think you are in the wrong ; I can't ſee what 
Me has committed, that you can find fo much 
fault with. i = 
Ant. I don't blame her for committing any 
thing, but for omitting, what ſhe ought to have 
done, when ſhe had told him that he was a 
Stranger to her, and he ſeeing her in that in- 
\certiude, inſtead of telling her who he was, 
made her that familiar Complement, by which 
he ſhew'd himſelf Cock-ſure of her ; ſhe ought 
to have broke off all Converſation with him, 
but not ſuffer'd herſelf without ſpeaking a Word, 
like a Natural, to be led into a Coach, not 
knowing whoſe it was, or whither it was to 
20. 2 | 
Luc. I'm afraid you don't conſider her Cir- 
cumſtances as you ſhould do, ſince ſhe had taken 
Money from an unknown Friend, and was come 
to London at his Requeſt, ſhe might well have 
Patience, till ſhe was Houſed ſomewhere, to be 
better inform'd : She had no ' reaſon to doubt 
but that this was either the Man himſelf, or 
Somebody that belong'd to him, by whole Or- 
der ſhe had been ſo well taken Care of; ſhe was 
a ; | | come 
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eome where ſhe had 2 Promiſe ſhe ſhould be 
well receiv d, and hitherto found nothing to 
the contrary; as ſhe was in a Labyrinth, I 
think the beſt way to have this Matter clear'd 
up to her, was ſilently to accept of every thing 
that was civil. She had been marry'd once for 
Love, and far'd by it, as you know - If it was 
a Match going forward, I don't know what 
Reaſon ſhe had to complain, or take Notice 
w it, before ſhe had any further Propoſals made 
er. | | | | 

1 2 But ſtill ſne ought to have ſaid ſome- 
thing. 5 Ya. „ 

N Luc. If you had a mind to comply with him, 
pray what would you have ſaid that would have 
been to ther | 
Ant. But I did not take it for granted, that 
ſhe would comply. 7 | 
Luc. For a Widow with a Child and nothin 
elſe, it would have been fooliſh to refuſe an 
fer, before it was made to her, eſpecially where 
every thing look'd with ſo fair an Aſpe@ ; but 
whilſt Aurelia was thus taking, I think the wi- 
{eſt Courſe, if ſhe ſaid little, ſhe thought the 
more. She was of your Opinion, and conceiv'd 
ſhe ought to ſay ſomething, but not being able 
| to hammer out an Anſwer, ſhe lik'd, and having 
ir- beſides ſo many things to reflect on, the Gentle- 
ken man, the Coach, which was in all probability his 
\me own, his Care and his A ſſurance; ſhe was ſo con- 
ave founded, that ſhe could ſay nothing that was 
vorthany thing: It was ſo dark, or at leaſt ſhe 
vas ſo little acquainted with the City, that 
he could not tell what Streets they Grove | 
through; but at. laſt a pair of Gates beinen | 
| | FS, Lney 


her Father and him: Then he told her all what 


ken in her Mother, after ſhe was turn'd out of 


Inn was his own, and the Gentleman that had 


ſoon as he had heard that Doranre was kill'd. 


always diſſwaded her from the Match, but thay 


ey 


: they were ſet down at the Door; of what ſeem'd Ill 7 


to be à large Merchant's Houſe : The ſame he 
Gentleman Squir'd her in, and immediately ſhe di 
was welcom'd by an elderly Gentleman, who, Ill "* 
with Tears in his Eyes, calling her likewiſe b 


her Name, embrac'd her with all the tenderneis Ge 


of a Father. Aurelia, who knew the old Gentle- he 


man no more than the young one, ſeeing- every e. 


thing look handſome and well, began to think eu“ 
ſne was enchanted. But as there was Nobody 
there that had a mind to conceal himſelf, ſhe If: 
preſently underſtood the eldeſt was the Maſter Har 
of the Houſe, and a Relation of her's by the Mo- lt 
ther's ſide, whom ſhe had never ſeen, becauſe 
there had always been a great Enmity between 


I related before had happen'd at her Father's, 
and provꝰd to be the ſame Kinſman that had ta- 


Doors. The Coach that brought her from the 


walted on her his intimate Friend an Jriſh Mer- 
chant, whom he deſir'd to write about her, as 


She heard likewiſe that he had always ſnewn a 
very great Affection for her Mother when ſhe 
was a Maid, as the only Relation he had then 
alive, that knowing her Father's Humour, he 


having diſoblig'd him. by marrying was the 
reaſon there had not been any Correſpondence 
between 'em, *till after her falling out witt 
her Husband, he took her in out of Pity : H. 
told her that he had been glad to hear that Do 
rante and ſhe had lived ſo well as he was inform s; 
they did the firſt Year after they went mA 


.;. © 
That after ſhe was gone to live in the Country; 
he had been ſorry that he could hear no more Ti- 
dings of her, that whenever he heard Dorante 
was come to England, he had always ſent People 
to him to enquire after her Welfare. This old 
Gentleman was arich Batchelor, paſt Threeſcore, 
he had been a Trader, but had left off all man- 
ner of Buſineſs for ſome Years ; he was a Faceti- 
k {225 Generous Man, kept a very good Houſe, of 
y which he proffer'd the Government to Aurelia, 
ie if ne deſign'd to live ſingle ; otherwiſe he had a 
er Fortion for her, if ſhe would follow his Advice 
o- In the Matter. Aurelia's Teeth were too much 
ile Net on edge to bite again of that ſour Apple; he 

told him, that ſince he gave her the Choice, with 
his leave, ſhe deſign'd to keep as ſhe was, that 
he had been very inconſiderate in loving a Man, 
vithout examining into his Fortune; but that 
ir her Fathet had been leſs cruel, in forcing her 
to take a Man ſhe hated, ſhe would never have 
come to that Extremity, as ſhe had done. 
Ant. Ayd do you believe that?: 
Luc, You know Women willalways have ſome- 
hing to ſay for themſelves 3 however, ſhe was 


iſe enough not to marry again. 

Ant. Then I loſt.a Wedding by the Bargain; 
vas in great hopes of the Gentleman that re- 
av'd her at the Inn. a 

Luc. He was a marry'd Man, and had two or 
ree Children. „ 
Ant. By the manner you ſpoke in, any Body 

mw have believ'd, there would have been a 
Watch. „ „ . 
Luc. T confeſs, what I ſaid was a little ſuſpi- 
ms; but I did it to ſee how ſoon you would 
allow the Hook if it was cover'd with that 
r 8 | H ö Ra dat 
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Ant. Then I ſuppoſe, what Aurelia has got, 


came from this Kinſman. — + | 
Luc. Yes, ſhe liv'd with him Five or Six Years, A 


and was treated, as if ſhe had been his Daughter, 
or rather his Siſter. She did what ſhe pleas, 
invited whom ſhe would, and kept the beſt of 
Company; when he dy'd, which was about Fit- 
teen Years ago, he left her beſides the two Hou- 
ſes, ſhe has now, and what belong'd to then, 
above Twenty Thouſand Pounds. 1 
Ant. There is Variety enough in her Life, to 
make a Novel of. ES 
Tuc. Now, Antonia, let us come to the Point, 
do you think that what ſhe enjoys in her Davgh- 
825 can make amends for what ſhe has ſuffer- 
Ant. No indeed, I have done with her; and 


my Eyes begin to draw Straws. _ 

Luc. Nay 'tis high time, it wants but a fen 

Minutes of Eleven: Good Night, Niece. K 4 
ye 


Ant. Aunt your Servant, I wiſh ye a good 
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Luc. Ican 8 e i 


Ant, Then I'll call it Hir, Die, Nite Diana, 


Di. Im glad ir s a Bir] Aeg or roy Sit 
gans L Dog, that's juſt ſuch 2 0 hen Wel 


hall have, cl zarming Fupgics.)/ What d he laughy 


at, Aunt? .. 2 15½ 3 C3 At 300 


Luc. You | give Jour, Bitch. 2. very. Ghage , 


Name; and, the next itbing ou think of, is 
Leneration. 
| H 2 | Ant. 
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Ant. That's nothing in our Town, as long as 1 -, 
ſhe is Old enough; our Neighbour, what d'ye hop 
call him, the Anabaptiſt, Marry'd his Daughter WW diſe 
the ſame day ſhe was Chriſten d. 5 

Luc. Fie, Antonia, what a Compariſon you bout 
make; beſides, let People's Opinions be never wol 
ſo erroneous, 8 as it is a Religion, it ne- 
ver ought to be ubject of our Mirth. But 
what makes you ſo Wanton this Morning? 

Ant. 1 think I am far from it; theſe two or 
three Mornings;I haye had abundance of Wa- 
ter upon my Stomach; methinks I am very 
Maukiſh. | | | k 
Luc. Von will drink that Chocolate with Am- Wh... 
bergreeſe and Venellies; I told ye it was not 
good for ye; it makes your Blood too rich, and 
ou take no Exerciſe. I ſaw you hug Camila BW, mme 
jolt s as if you would have kiſs d her through 
CCT 
Aut. You make me Bluſh, Aunt, Is there any 
,, IRS 

Luc, It was not deſign d for your Siſter, and 
look'd to me, as if yoũ had been venting ſome 
other Thoughts; had you heen kifling all Man- 
kind in her, you could have expreſs'd no more 
eagerneſs. But have ye thought of Somebody 
elſe, for your Pattern, inſtead of Aurelia? Re- 
member that it muſt be a Woman of my Age, 
that is marry'd ſtill, or at leaſt was ſo the 
greateſt part of her Life - time, ſince ſhe was 
Twenty Lears old. As for Aurelia, if ſhe had 
been the happieſt Woman in the World, it was 
not fair to chuſe her, She was marry'd but Se- 
ven Fears, has been Single above Twenty fnce, 
and is hardly Forty four yet © 


Ant. 


610109 1 


hope you don't ſuppoſe I muſt have Aurelia s In- 
diſcretion; if ſhe had but enquir'd into Dorante's 
Character, it ſeems, he was known enough a- 


bout Town, ſhe could not have been impos'd 


upon, and I am too little acquainted with Peo- 


their Places; or elſe I could name ye a great 
many, that are happy, or might be ſo. if they 


le. 


know what the young ones may come to. 


2s ſhe is like to do? 


hat will be? Aurelia s Daughter is a celebrated 
eauty, and has a World of Wit : She is a Lady 
des in a Coach and Six: Her Husband is reali 

Gentleman, a Man of Senſe, that has had Uni- 
erſity Education, ſtudy d very well, and yet is 


le has two delicate Boys, and as many 
ne Girls: They have a fine Ancient Seat in 
ie Country, and a good Building in the nobleſt 
are in England; keep a ſplendid Houſe, and 


antain it. To this we'll add, that ſhe enjoys 
the Pleaſures that can be wiſh'd for on this 
de of the Grave. | 29 

Ant. You haus done her abundance of Juſtice 
deed, and if you can ſhew me in any ſingle ber- 


H 3 be 


aſnionable, without being a Fop, a Man that 
oves her, and I believe, is faithful to her: 


Aut. But then, Aunt, on the other ſide, 1 


ple of your Age, and perhaps of ſome I don't 
like the Humours ſo well, as to wiſh myſelf in 


_— 


would. But why muſt Ibe confin'd to aged Peo- 
Luc. That Reaſon is plain, becauſe you don't 


Ant. Why might not I hope to hve as well as : 
welia's Daughter; and end my Days as happily 


Luc. So you may; but pray tell me how happily | 


we an Income of Three Thonſand a Year to 


a, a happineſs that comes up to this, or can 


be thought an equivalent of what you mention d 
upon my Virginity, Aunt, Fit. be a Maid as 
ien ie to 9 bed alt 4 a0? 
Luc. This I fay is her:prefent Condition, and 
T believe ſhe is how about Twenty five Years Old; 
but would ye look no farther, and only mind 
the outſide of things? Three Thouſand a Year, 
is a great deal of Money, but yet People may 
live above it. 8 ets 
, _ But what Reaſon have you to think they 
Luc, He loves Horſe- racing, and ſhe loves 
Play; as for her Portion, I am ſatisfy d it is gone 
already; and between you and I, Antonia, if 
you'll go up with me in my Cloſet, I can ſhey 
you very good Land Security for a Thonſand 
Pound, lent to Somebody: I would not have ye 
take any Notice, but if ſuch things are done in 
the beginning, what muſt be expected hereafter 
They have hitherto had a Child every Year ſince 
they have been marry'd; ſhe. is Big again; this 
may go on to a Dozen-for ought you know: 
Suppoſe that all theſe Children ſhall be hand- 
ſome, well ſhap'd, ſenſible, good-humour'd, and 
obedient, what Care muſt not attend the bring- 
ing up of ſo many - But if any of 'em ſhould be 
crooked, blind, mark'd in the Face, or any other 
pray Deform'd, be Idiots, ſtubborn or undutiful, 
what a laſtisg Trouble would this be? Wel 
Jay, they ſhall have no Rickets, Kitig?s-Evil 
nor undergo the Miſeries of breaking a Leg, al 
Arm, a Rib; they ſhall be freefrom a Thouſand 
Accidents that are daily occa ſion'd by the Care 
leſsneſs'of Nurſes ; but ſhall they have no Me 
Hes, Small-Pox, and other great Fits of Sicknebs 
hat Watchings end Anxieries if they liyez an 


4 
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f they dye, what Heart-breaking Sorrow and | 


unfeign'd Tears are nat prepar'd for a tender 


Mother? but we'll grant they ſhall all grow up 


to be Men and Women, what a vaſt Charge 


will this be, if their Revenue be not ſufficient 


now, whilſt they have but Four, that being fo 
young yet, in a manner coſt nothing, to wha 


they will hereafter ? What will become of them, 


when they ſhall have a greater Number, and be 
at the unavoidable Expence of Cloaths and Edu; 
cation ? But this is not all, ſhall none of the Sons 


take to ill Courſes, be extravagant, unfortunate- 


ly draw a Quarrel upon him, kill, or be kill'd? 


Shall all the Daughters be well marry'd, and 


none of 'em commit a Folly ? Do but conſider, 
Antonia, it only One in Twelve ſhould miſcarr 
and fome way or other be made miſerable, that 
the Happineſs of Eleven, is not able to make 
amends for a Thouſandth part of the Affliction, 
which that one that . muſt of neceſſi- 
ty cauſe to loving Parents. 

by a miracle, they ſhall all be irreproachable, 
and do well; ſhew me a Fund for the large Sums 
which the Men ſhall require, hand ſomely to be- 
zin the World with; or tell me whence the Por- 
tions ſhall ariſe, that muſt get Husbands for the 
Women: What a Comfort muſt it be to a Lady, 
that herſelf has always been careſs'd and che- 
niſn'd by a Gentleman of an eaſy indulging Tem- 
per, a Man of Parts, of a Soul, and of a Family, 
when ſhe fees her Daughter, that ſhe has ſo care- 


fully and ſo ſweetly brought up, wait on the 


vile Humours of an imperious, ill bred, and ſor- 


did Mechanick: And what delight will it not 


give to her Husband, to throw away ſome Hun- 
dreds 9. Pounds to procure one of Eis Sons the 
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. fas was in ſtocking of his Empire, what Care 
7. ä = - 6 gs . COTE 


1 


Happineſs of being made a Slave for Seven Years; 


to a miſerly Villain of an Uſurer ; that in re- 


compence fhall ſpoil his Principles, debafe his 
Mind, and preach nothing to him but Avarice; 


that ſhall infuſe into him the abominable Rules 


8 
{ 
I 
i 
a 
of reaping the Benefit, and eſcaping the Puniſh- | 
ment of Over- reaching and Extortion. What i 
ſecret Joy will it not be to his Soul, when he : 
ſhall hear his own Fleſh and Blood fay Maſter, to I. 
one that from a Pariſh Boy, by being a Rogue, y 
is come to be Rich; one, that for oughthimſeif M 8 
knows, never had a Grandfather ? What a Plea- c 
ſure muſt it be to a Man, as Aurelia's Son- in- i 
Law, when for his Child's ſake, he ſhall be forc'd - 

Es 

VI 

V 
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to humour, and ſhew Reſpect to ſuch a Fellow, 


that with a great Paunch, and a Chain about his 


Neck, fhall ſtrut, ſwell to his Face, and bragging 


of his ill-got Pelf, impudently laugh at Pedi- 
grees, Politeneſs, Honour, and whatever is ya- 
table, and unknown to mean and abject Spirits 
All People wiſh, that every onè of their Children MW at 
may live as well as themſelves, and think ita MI to 


great Hardſhip, if at leaſt the eldeſt Son, ſhould MW 1y 


after their Deaths, not live in the ſame Splen- S 
dour, and inherit as great, and as clear an Eſtate, ¶ loc 
to ſupport the unavoidable Dignity, to which W on 
he ſucceeds by his Birth, as his Anceſtors left MW for 
to his Father: Can Aurelia's Daughter ever ima - N 
ine this of her Children? ls it probable ? nay, the 
is it poſſible? and do you think, ſhe'll ever name 251 
her Sor's Shop, without regret, when ſhe ſpeaks Hu 
that word? e 1 I vil 
Ast. Annt, you are enough to ruin and un- ihe 
people a Common Wealth: When Yeſterday I dun 
Was reading how ſollicitous the Emperor Aug Yo 
# $4 
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and Pains he took to perſwade all young People 
to Matrimony, and how he honour'd and encou- 
rag'd ſuch as would marry, I could not forbear 


thinking on you: If you had-liv'd in his Days, 


and ventilated this Doctrine, you would oertain- 
ly have come to ſame Untimely end or other: I 
muſt confeſs, your Diſcourſe has ſo touch'd me, 
that I cannot but admire the Wiſdom of Nature, 
in denying to Men and Women, that Foreſight, 
when they are Young, which they acquire at a 
greater Age: For without that, I verily believe 
the World could not ſubſiſt above Three or Four- 
ſcore Years; and a New Creation of Men ſhould 
be wanted once every Hundred Years at leaſt, 
Tho” as to Aurelia's Daughter, concerning Rich- 
es, 1 am ſtill af Opinion, ſhe can hardly fail of li- 
ving well; for beſides what ſhe is to have of her 
Mother, her Jointure, which Nobody can touch, 
will always ſecure her a Plentiful Maintenance. 

Luc. When People live above their Income, 
at their firſt ſetting out, it ſeldom ends well: As 
to her Jointure, it ſignifies nothing; they are on. 
ly of uſe in Matches that are ſtruck up like 
Smichfield Bargains, for deſigning Women, that 
look upon em as Annuities, which by their Porti- 
ons they have purchaſed ; ſuch, as take a Husband: 
for a Cloak, and a Conveniency of being wicked 
with Impunity, that are reſolv'd to part with 
them, if they won't allow them to be ſo Vicious 
as they pleaſe: But can a Woman that loves her 
Husband, reſerve any thing from him, if he like- 
wile loves her? Zet but the Example of your Mo- 
ther before your Eyes - She had twice your For- 
tune, and Fifteen Hundred a Year ſettled upon 
her, out at Two Thauland Five Hundred a 
Year, which your Father had when he marry'd 


her 


prevented his asking; they neither of them had 


1 
her; and yet ſhe had the Misfortune of ſeeing 
all that reduc'd to nothing, by a Husband, that 
was guilty of no Vice, but being too generous to 
his Friends, and too charitable to the Needy : 


What became of her Jointure, when his Debts 


made him uneaſy ? She gave upher right, and 


ercenary Souls, but ſo entertain'd and ply'd 
one another with Love and Pleaſvre : He being 
obliging, and ſhe being grateful, that Care 
could never enter either: If ſhe had been Miſtreſs 


of a Thouſand Jointures, they would have been 


ſacrifis'd, and all made away with, before ſhe 
would have ſeen him one Moment out of Hu- 
mour : I would not ſay any thing to reflect upon 
the Dead : Mark only the deplorable End of 
your Mother when ſhe dy'd, ſhe left the Ob- 
ject of her Love, your Father in a Priſon; and 


the Pledges of it, her two Daughters, of which, 
the eldeſt yourſelf, was but Six Years, and the 


youngeſt not a Month old, no otherwiſe provi- 
ded for, than as the Good Will of her Siſters 
mould think fit to diſpoſe of them. Could this 
happen to your Mother, that had no Charge of 
Children, and never more -living at once than 
two; how is Aurelia's Daughter inſur'd againſt 
it, that is likely to have ſo- many? If you will 
examine into the Hints that I have given ye, it 
is impoſſible, but you muſt ſee the black Cloud 
of Troubles, that is impending over her Head, 
and may, whenever it breaks, not affect only 


her, but likewiſe overtake Aurelia herſelf, whom 


you now think ſo happy, andalmoſt beyond the 
reach of Fortune: She is but a middle Aged 


Woman, and | can foreſee which way ſhe 2 * 


— »”u 
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/ feel Afflictions, that ſhall not be inferior to the 
Death of her Son, and go as near to her Heart ; 
ſuch as ſhall: ariſe from what you have call'd 

great and ſubſtantial Bleſſings, of the firſt Rate, 
What makes ye ſmile? — © © _ 

Ant. I was thinking, how little I muſt pre- 
tend, that 1 had no Caution given me, if ever 
1 ſhonld play, the Fool with my ſelf; but there's. 
no gteat Danger, for thus much you have gain'd 
upon me, that I am thoroughly ſatisfy'd, Mar- 
ry'd Women are infinitely more expos'd to Ac 
cidents, that may occaſion Trouble, Grief and 
Miſery than Maids, and if Any body comes to 
court me to Day, he has choſe his Time very 
ill: For I can aſſure ye, Aunt, that what you 
have ſaid, has made a great Impreſſion upon me, 
and I would not be Aurelia, nor her Daughter 


neither. 1 pe a Eres, 
Luc. And yet I have ſaid nothing of the Per- 
ſonal and Bodily Sufferings, that attend Matri- 
mony, and if Women are not Barren, are inſe- 
parable from it. I have not ſpoke ot the loſin 
of your Shape, the fading of your Beapty, which 
I know you value: When Aurelia's Daughter 
was a Maid, ſhe was talk'd of eyery where, for 
having an extraordinary fine Boſom, let her now- 
compare once her Breaſts to yours, and ſee which 
are the firmeſt. Don't ye obſerve what little 
Reſiſtance they make to her Stays, and how they 
begin to give way to them, when ſhe ſtoops, oc 
bows forward, to what they did four or five 
Years ago? Is it not a thouſand” Pities to ſee 
young brisk Woman, well made, and fine limb- 
ed ! As ſoon as ſhe is Poyſon'd by Man, reach, 
puke and be fick, ten or twelve times in a Day, 
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for a Month or Six Weeks; and after that, 
ſwell for Seven or Eight Months together, till 
like a Frog, ſhe is nothingelſe but Belly. Would 
you not think it hard, to have an Uneaſineſs, 
That ſhall laſt ye Nine Months, which in abun- 
dance of Women, is one continu'd Diſtemper. 
Ant. If theſe little Diſorders of Breeding were 
the worſt, I ſhould not think ſo much of it ; 
oh ſee Men and Women both, laugh at 'em 
=—_ :- a | 
Luc. So they'll do if any one ſcalds his 
Throat, to let him know, that it was his own 
Fault, by being ſo greedy in ſwallowing: They 
don't laugh at the thing itſelf, but the thinking 
on what has been the Occaſion tickles their 
Fancies. But what Reaſon has ſne that feels the 
Smart to laugh? You call them little Diſorders, 
but if it was your Caſe, you'd find *em perhaps 
great Ones. *Tis true, all are not bad alike, 
ſome are ſtronger than others, in reſiſting Poy- 
ſons ; But if Man was nota Venomous Creature, 
how would it be poſſible, that a Hail, Plump 
Girl, of a good CompleAaion, ſhould in ſo little 
timeafter Converſing with him,turn thinViſag'd, | 
Pale, Yellow, and look as if ſhe was bewitch'd? 
Not be able to endure the fight of Bread, 
loathe the beſt of Food, and in an Inſtant get an 
Averſion to twenty things, which ſhe us'd to 
admire before; whilſt ſhe'l] run raving mad for 
ſtrange naſty and unnatural Meſſes, that no Hu- 
man Stomach of People in their Senſes ever 
cCraved, with an Appetite ſo uncommon and un- 
- accountable, that if it be not ſatisfy'd, and ſhe 
is deny'd, or any ways hinder'd in her Frentick 
Luſts, ſhe'll ſwoon away, be thrown into Con- 
vulſions, and ſuch Agonies as have often * 
N 55 | ala 
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fatal: Are not theſe Signs, that the Venom 
flies up to the Head ? Does it not come up to 
Demonftration, that the Sting of Man comes up 
to that of the Tarantula? And that the Symp- 
toms of the firſt, are more dreadful, laſting, and 
pernicious, than they are of the latter ? Are 
there not Hundreds of Women, that from the 
time they have been three or four Months with 
Child, to the Minute they are deliver'd, in ſuch 
continual Torments, that, all that while, they 
enjoy not one half Night's Reſt, or one Hour's 
Eaſe, in which they can ſay, they are wholly 
free from Pain ? When they begin to feel this 
Miſery, what an uncomfortable Reflection muſt 
it not be, to think that without hope of Cure, 
it 1s to laſt ſo many Months; and that then 
they cannot get rid of it, but by undergoing an 
uncertain Set of Pains, each ofwhich is a greater 
Torture, than dying any other way. Mind what 
| tell ye, Antonia, tis not a Trifle, a Pain that 
racks, diſtorts, and-wrings at one and the ſame 
dee, every Nerve, nay every Fibre, from the 

rown of the Head, to the Sole of the Foot: A 
Torture ſo exquiſite, and ſo univerſal, that Art 
nor Cruelty, could ever imitate it; and Nature 
knows not ſuch another. When this is over, 
then begins the Danger: An unconceivable 
Wearineſs ſeizes the Body all over: The Strength 
of Muſcles and Sinews is ſpent, the Organs of 
hearing are become ſo tender, that the leaſt Noiſe 
diſturbs their Brain, and the loweſt Speech is of- 
fenfire; the very Eye-ftrings are ſtrain'd, the 
sight impair'd, and nothing but Darkneſs can 
ale them: And beſides, that the Stomach is 
veak, and for want of Spirits, unable to digeſt, 
the whole Maſs of Blood is diſorder'd: We 
ST R . may 


e 
maf well imagine, that miſſigg ſo many Parts; 
through which of late it us'd to circulate, it cane 
not eaſily again confine itſelf. to its ancient Li- 
mits: Being in this Confuſion, every ſmall Acci- | 
dent is able to inflame it, and be the Canſe ofa MW. 
fatal Fever. What Numbers have loſt their | 
Lives in Child-Bed, your own Mother for one, | 
a whole Fortnight ſhe was like to do well, an 
yet dy'd within the Month, _ 5 
Ant. Dear Aunt, let me hear no more of it. F 
Luc. Dear Niece, I am ſo full of it, methinks ſ 
1 have ſaid but little yet. I have not ſpoke of h 
the Faintings, Cramps, the intollerable Head- ! 
achs, and violent Cholicks, that are ſo familiar 
to them: I have not told ye what Multitudes, 2 
tho they ſurvive, are made miſerable, nor men- 1, 
tion'd the Unskilfulgefs and Negled of Mid. e 
wifes, or the many lingring Diſtempers and pe 
leſſer Ailments, that attend ſome Women as long | 
as they live: But if this they eſcape, the Skin will 
be wrinkled, the little Capillary. Veins, that 
are ſo ornamental to it, muſt be broke in many 
Places; the Fleſh be looſen'd, the Ligaments 
relax'd; the Joynts be ſtiffen'd, and made una · 
Qive : This perhaps you may ſlight, but be aſſu- 
red, that the Bearing, as well as Bringing forth 
of Children, waſtes Women, wears em, ſhakes, 
| ſpoils, and deſtroys the very Frame and Conſti- 
—. A ² ox cold 
Ant. I can but thank ye Anat, for your Aﬀe- 
Aion; the Zeal you ſpeak with, abundantly con- 
vinces me of the Concern you have for me, tho 
have not underſtood ſome hard Words, and ſeve- 
ral things yon have nam 0. which, I fancy you 
have learn'd to be a Midwife, and ſtudy'd Sur- 
gery. 1 
| Luc. 


Tuc. I have read ſeveral Books of Phy ſick, and 
abundance of things, that Women ſeldom tron- 
ble their Heads with; but I always was of Opi- 
nion, that in knowing the World, was cortipre- 
hended the -underſtanding. of one's ſelf; and 
think, that the Study of Anatomy, and the in- 


ward Government of our Bodies, is as diverting 


and fully of as much uſe, as the contriving, and 
making the beſt order'd, and moſt exact Piece of 
Fillegrew Work, that ever was ſeen; and I'm 
ſure, what Tknow of the firſt, has not coſt me 
half the Time, that I have known People, when 
I was young, beſtow upon the latter. | 
Ant. It is a wonder, that ſince you have been 
ſo curious, in examining all theſe things that be- 
longs to Men and Women, it never came into 
your Head, to confirm your Knowledge by Ex- 
perience. 5 5 
Luc. I underſtand ye very well, Niece, yon 
mean, why 1 did not marry ? 1 hate Experi- 
ments that are dangerous, and would rather be 


ignorant in ſome things, than run mad for know- 


ing too much. F 
Ant. I believe that the Pangs, and other Bo- 
dily Calamities, are very dreadful to Women, 
that have Children, and that the ill Conſequen- 
ces are many: All this, and whatever elſe you 
told me, bear a great Weight with me; = Þ 
don't doubt, but there are equivalents of Plea- 
ſure, and ſomething muſt be very inviting in 
Matrimony, or elſe, why ſhould all young Peo- 
ple have ſuch a mind to it? And why ſhould 
Nature, as ſoon as they are fit for it, ſo much 
prompt and ſet them on to it? 


. 


r. 


FFT 
Tuc. What prompted you five years ago, to 

eat Cinders and bits of Wall? 
Ant. 


'That was a depraved Appetite, 2 Di- 
ſtemper. | 1 OH 


Luc. Who told ye that this is not? May | 


not ſay of an Angler's Bait, what you ſay of 
Marriage? There muſt be ſomething very invi- 
ting in it, or elſe the Fiſhes would not catch at 
it ſo greedily. You and | may talk of this, till 
we loſe our ſelves; but Nobody ſhall ever per- 
ſwade me, to be in love with the Bait, if! 
know that I muſt ſwallow the Hook at the ſame 
time. 85 | | . | 


Ant: But then do. you think there would be 


' Pleaſure, if it was not for the Hook? 
Luc, That's another Queſtion: I never was 
marry'd, I can't tell that Experience is not to be 
had at my rate; would you have Anybody try, 
whether the Ice was ſtrong enough to bear him, 
if he ſaw Pcople fall in before him? 
Ant. That's a cold Simile in Summer. 
Luc. I thought it was a good one, but if you 
leaſe, I'll give ye another, that ſhall be fitter 
or the Weather, as well as your Conſtitution; 
would he have me pay for my Curioſity as Pliny 
did, and periſh by the Flames, to know the Cauſe 
V% mths 0 AIP 
A. The Application is plain, if Matrimony 
be like a Veſuvius, and Men are made of Brim- 
ſtone : But two or three Days ago you promis'd 
to tell me, whence that firſt Averſion you have 
to Men proceeded ; pray be as good as your 
Word, for ſince you had the ſame Inclinations 
as others, I want to know what curb'd them: 
You was always a great Fortune, and, I believe, 
. 1 5 without 
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without Flattery, very agreeable, when you was 
young, What could frighten ye from Wed lock? 
What could inſpire you with thoſe unnatural 
Notions you have now ?. . 
Luc. Love and Reaſon. 
Ant. What! Aunt, was you ever in Love? 
Luc. Ves, with my ſelf: 1 always was ſo unna- 
tural, as todeny my Appetite what my Reaſon 
told me would hurt me, tho' my Inclination was 
never fo ſtrong : By what I have heard and ſeen, 
lam convinc'd, that cold and large Draughts 
are prejudicial in Fevers; and therefore, when 
lam ill, I chuſe to bear the Torment of Drought 
rather than endanger my Life. | 

Ant. But all this while I am not able to diſ- 
cover, what Thoughts, what Sentiments, you 
harbour about Men; moſt commonly you ſpeak 
il of 'em, and ſeem to hate 'em, and yet ſome- 
times, you talk of 'em with, eſteem, and extol 
„em to the Skies. i 

Luc. | judge of things as I find 'em, without 
being iufluenc'd by my Love, or my Hatred; I 
have an Averſion to Men, and yet can admire 
their Parts and good Qualities, in which they 
excel us: And as there is nothing more fooliſh, 
") Witho' few things more ꝓractis d, than for People 
e to let their Inclination interfere with their Rea- 
bon; 1 have always endeavour'd to avoid it, my *' 
ny WHatred to Man, is built on the ſame Foundation 
n. With the Enmity and IIl-will, which all wiſe Prin- 
'd ces, and States of Chriftendom, bear to the King 
Ve Wot France: They know he is a Sagacious Man 
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Prince of incredible Application, and indefatiga- 


ble in Buſineſs : Every one of em knows, that 4 
he is infinitely more Powerful than himſelf. river 
Ant. Are theſe the Sentiments that the Prin- Mons ; 

ces have of the King of France ? Tos knen 
Luc. Depend upon it they are, and I could Have 
tell ye abundance more of his Heroick Patience, icy 
and Steadineſs in Misfortunes, if it was to my 7, 
purpoſe. C Man 
Ant. I can never think this is his Character; Nrhat 

if it was, inſtead of all combining againſt him, NWom 
they would treat him with a great deal of Vene-nea 
ration. LY | 7M er P 
Luc. Why ſo? What are hisPerſonal Qualitics? . 4.,; 
What is his Greatneſs to them, as long as it is hn 1 
manifeſt, he would make them his Vaſlals? url 
would you not have them execrate an AmbitiousW: vel 
Monarch, that has nothing of Religion but what Ml Lc. 

| his Politicks direct? That laughs at Oaths, and ite, 
ſolemn Promiſes, and knows nothing binding, Wi, 
but his Intereſt ? Should they not hate and de- p Bu 
teſt him, when it is ſo viſible, that he would thi: 
bring all Europe under his Yoak, and breaks re, 
through all Laws, Human and Divine, to have oſe 
his Will? They have learn'd by woeful Experi-Hadies 
ence, that often he has been too ſtrong for three Meir 
or four of the moſt Potent, and that commonly, Mouſe : 
he is too Cunning for them altogether ; but the tent 
greater his Abilities are, the more they ought to ve ir 
be apprehended : If ſingly, they cannot face R. 
him, and knock him down fairly, are they not Mhc&« 
in the right, to fall upon him with united ForceWie à 
as they do, and rather worry the Common Ene- A. 
ny into Ruin, than ſuffer themſelves to be enſla- * 
lle P3 


Ant. ing] 


i At. Then, it ſeems, the King of France, has 
giren thoſe Princes and States great Provocati- 


ons 3 and it is very reaſonable they ſhould be his 
Enemies. What has Mankind done to you? 
Have ern War againſt you? How have 
they deſerv'd your Hate? DOT. | 
Luc, They have enſlaved our Sex: In Paradice, 
Man and Woman were upon an even foot; ſee 
hat they have malle of us ſince : Is not every 
oman that is marry'd a Slave to her Husband; 
mean, if ſhe be a good Woman, and values 
er Promiſe;” „5 
Ant. If you was in other Countries, perhaps 
ou might have Reaſon to complain; but in 
gland, Women are treated very Reſpectfully, 
well as” Tender. og © 


at Lc. *Tis that Reſpect and Tenderneſs I 
ae, when it conſiſts only in outward ſhew : In 
Sd Women fit in their Counting houſes, and 
e. e Buſineſs, or at leaſt are acquainted with eve- 
d thing their Husbands do. But ſays a Raſcal 
ks ere, No, my Dear, that is too much Trouble; 


oſe Butter-Boxes don't know how to treat 
dies ; Men ſhould only ſtudy how to give em 
ee Wealure ; With this he ſends her to the Play- 
duſe; and when ſhe comes Home, there's an 
tent out againſt” her Husband, all that they 
ve in the World is gone, and they tear the 
'y Rings from the Lady's Fingers, that was ſo - 
pected an Hour ago. Is not this enough to 
ike a Woman run mad. _ | _ 
Aut. But pray, if a Man be great in the 

orld, and receives any Honour, does not the 
lie partake of it; and is ſhe not eſteem'd ac- 

ingly ? . | 


4: 5 Lass 


 __ 
Luc. So do the Servants too; all the Family 
commonly fares the better for the Maſter's Gran- 


deur ; I have thought ſometimes, the very Hor- 
ſes have run merrily, when I have ſeen em draw 


a Favourite's Coach: But I have no mind to tell 
ye the hundredth part now, of what I have to 
ſay to ye upon this Head. I'll ſhew ye one thing 
that perhaps may make ye love the Sex; pray 


ſee, what fine Thoughts they have of us, and how 


they derive our Inconſtancy from Eve our Mo- 
ther. | £5 
Ant Would ye have me Read it aloud ? . 
Luc. Ves, if you will, Antonia. 
When Adam ſaw the Beauty by his Side, 
With new-born Joy, he view'd the charming Bride: 


Her, whom he knew on no ſmall Errand ſent, 


Becauſe procur'd by the Omnipotent. 

But if he lik'd, and low'd her eagerly, ; 
Inpatient to enjoy the Heavenly She, © 0 
As for her Part, ſhew'd no great Cruelty. 

And Adam quickly found, much for our Good, 
That ſhe was made of the ſame Fleſh and Blood. 
Bath gaz/d, beth were ſurpriz'd ;, and as they ey d 
With wiſhful Looks, what neither ſtrove to hide, 
Both equally o'ercome, by diff rent Charms, 
Ruſh'd, without Courtſhip, to eachother's. Arms: 
Diſſolv'd at once, and ſhot thro' ev ry Vein, 
Felt all the Foys of Luve, without the Pain. 

On her it work'd with greater Influence, 
Than all her Daughters eber could boaſt of ſince. 
See, Friend, this happy Fair, who never knew 
The Intrigues of Church or Play-houſe, muſt be tru 
Was ever Woman honeſt, it was ſhe; 
Perhaps you'll ſay, fhe was forced ſo to be : 

There were no other Men, and being alone, 


*7 was Hopſon's Choice, ſhe muſt bave him, * 


+ t #97 
Ware both miſtaken, and ſhall not perceive, 
If we mind welh, ſuch Innocencg in Eve; 
For tho' her *Spouſe was of ſuch noble Mein, 
Of Shape ſo graceful, and of Limbs ſo clean, 
With Vigour, Eloquence, and Knowledge bleſt, 
And without doubt, not wanting of the reſt, 


2 WH Unleſs a Man, fram'd by immortal Skill, 

Jo ffock the World, could be thought furniſh'd ill; 
Vs VI; o the nuptial Bower ſhe weary grew, 

0* And as ſhe lov d, ſtill long'd for ſomething new: 


And tho at Home ſhe had a Lord ſo great, 
That even Angels envy'd him his State; 

Tet as 4 Husband, ſhe could leave him there, 
In hopes to meet with other Joys elſewhere, 
le : And once got out of Sight, ſhe prov'd ſo frail, 
at ſhe would liſten to a Serpents Tale, 
And rather enter with the Devil in Chaty 

5 Than be a Woman, and not be Coquet, 


Lic. How do you like it 15 
Ant. I could hang the Author with all my 
Heart, but according to your Rule, I muſt ſay 


4 Wihus of it, there is a witty Turn upon poor 


Eve; ſome Lines are very ſtrong, but they are 

as much inclin'd to be bawdy, or elſe the whole 
* Wivrit pretty: well; and I muſt hate the Author 

for ſtriving to expoſe our Sex. | 


Luc. Right: So 1 would have you judge of e- 
very Thing according to the Merits. Come, 
Antonia, I don't like your Yawning ; rather than 
be idle, let you and I play a Game at Cheſs. 

Ant. I can't, unleſs yon give mea Rook, 
Luc. Why don't you ask for the Queen ? 
ome, any thing. 7 | 
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BETWEEN 
Lucinda and Antonia 


Lucinda. IF I am not miſtaken, Niece, you 
J have eat with a better Appetite tha 
you did Yeſterday : How does your Dancing 
, ETON 
Antonia. I thank you for your Advice, Aunt 
I am much better than I was, but don't yo 
think it dangerous to truſt me among ſo man 
handſome young Fellows ? hs ey 
Luc. Much leſs, than where there is but on 
or two; becauſe the Objects joſtle out one ano 
ther, and none can make a deep Impreſſion. 
Ant. That maybe ; but when they handle m 
about, and! am fo cloſe to em, as one is oblig 


to be in Country-Dances, it makes. à ſtrang 
Commotion. withia me, in ſpight of my Teeth 
At ſirſt of all it is as 11 it would ſtifle me, an 
fakes away my Breatlrgmg . 


Lit 


_ Mt 

Lic. That is becauſe it is ſweet, and the 
Men draw it. Did you never hear of Cats ſuck- 
ing the Breath of Children?! 8 
Ant. But, without bantering, Aunt, did you 


Luc. When I was young, without doubt, I was 
as the reft - But don't be troubled at it, the 
more you frequent great Companies, the ſooner 
it will wear off. Do but keep 'em from reaſon- 
ing, and being alone with you, and you are fafe; 
jor | never fear your falling in Love at Sight. 
| know, that being ſo near em, as well as the 
Wantonneſs of the Motion itſelf, by making an 


and raiſes ſome hidden Wiſhes; but the ſame 
Motion long continu'd, by diſſipating the Spirits, 
will lay 'em again, and you'll always find your- 
elf eaſier after it. 8 

Ant. I did as you bid me, and tir'd myſelf 
heartily 5 we made it paſt TWO. Nobody can 
low Directions more ſtrictly than i do yours. 
Did yOu ſee me touch a Drop of Gravy at Din- 
ler?! 1 

Luc. I was glad of it, Dear Niece, do but uſe 


take a great deal of Exerciſe ;. always ſtrive to 
be merry, and never be idle. Obſerve but theſe 
Things, and the Men may go whiſtle, _ 
Aat, Now you talk of Men, I can't forbear 
thiuking of the King of France; I never heard a 
Man prais'd and ſpoke againſt ſo much at the 
ame ths IF 
Lic. Icoill tell you abuncance more. 


, 3 . 


ever obſerve that in yourſelf? it is only in the 
5 z às ſoon as lam tir'd a little, it goes 
0 | 


Agitation in the Blood, ſtirs up the Thoughts, 


yourſelf to a ſlender, or at leaſt a plain Diet, and 


3 TR, © 
Ant. Why won't you, Aunt ? I wonder at you, 
Every Cobler and Tinker talks Politicks. Our 
Tom and the Coachman were at it the Night 
before laſt, *till they were ready to quarrel · [ 
am ſure, | know as much as they : You always 
make me read the News, and lookevery Place 
in the Map, and yet you'll never talk to me about 
State- Affairs. e 1 
Luc. That is, becauſe you are not fit for it, { 
nor I neither, indeed : Thoſe that would med- 0 
dle with em, ought to have not only read, but] 
digeſted all manner of Hiſtory, that they may #4 
be ready to compare what is preſent, with what Ml 
has been; and be able, upon every Accident, t 
allowing for the difference of Time and Place, | 
to judge of the Event of Things to comm. p 


Ant. You have read a great deal, and I have V 
read a little, Aunt. wn tk 
Tuc. To be vers'd in Hiſtory, is but one Branch Þc 
there is more requiſite. A Politician that would cu 
Pretend to foreſee what ſhall happen, ought t th 
be acquainted with other Countries, as well as ha Pr 
is with his own, to know the great Cities, theii ce: 
Commerce, the Sea-ports, their Shipping, thq on 
Fortifications, Artillery, Stores and Ammuni 
tion; all the Towns of Note, the Number off thi 
Villages, and People they contain, the Soil, th 2 F 
Climate, the Extent and Product of ever of 
Province; ſome of theſe Things are very diffi dor 
cult to be learn'd. The ableſt People in ou ſay 
Nation, when we had gain'd that glorious vi ignc 


Qoty over the French at Hockſtedt, did not thin Z 
it would ever have heen in the Power of Franc Inge 
to loſe ſuch a Battel as that of Ramill ies * his J 


V 


(121) 


leſs that theg Eould have made all thoſe Shifts, 
and that great Reſiſtance with which hitherto : ' 
they have oppos'd the Conqueſts of the wiſeſt 
Generals, and the braveſt Soldiers. 
Ant. To know what you ſpeak of in all the 
Countries of Europe, would take up more than 
one Man's Life time. 88 
Luc. This is not all, he ought like wiſe to know 
the Prince, and all his Court, or at leaf his 
chief Miniſters and Generals, their Abilities, 
Circumſtances and Inclinations, all their Vertues 
and Vices ls © Fees 
Ant. And do you think that there are many 
that have this -univerial Knowledge? | 
Luc. No: And that is the Reaſon why all Peo- 
ple gueſs ſo madly, and are ſo much ont of the 
Way, when they are Fools enough in giving 
their Opinion of what is to come. Let a Man 
be of the greateſt Learning, Senſe, and Perſpi- 
cuity, if. he wants this Knowledge, at leaſt of 
the Countries in queſtion, I would value his 
Predictions about Peace or War, or the Allian- 
ces of Princes, no more than yours, tho he was 
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one of the Managers. 
Ant. Since there are ſo few that can boaſt of 
this vaſt Knowledge, I can't think that there is 
a Folly in paſſing one's Judgement on Things, 
of which there is no certainty, if it be modeſtly 
done. When a Queſtion is ask'd, People muſt 
ſay ſomething ; Nobody loyes to ſeem altogether 
ignorant. 7 5 ff 
Luc. And yet nothing ſhews more Candorand 
Ingenuity, than when a Man of Parts confellts 
his Ignorance'; eſpecially in Things of Moment, 
that require Pains and Labour, | 
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Am. I thinł it looks very affectedly, for Peo- 


ple to pretend not to underſtand a Thing, when 


all the World knows they excel in it. 

Luc I don't mean that coxcombly Way of 
Humility, by which your inſi pid People pretend 
to be ignorant of what themſelves, as well as o- 
thers, are perſwaded that they are Maſters : As 


ſome that can ſing well, will falſomly tell you, 


that they have no Skill, or no Voice, or elſe that 
they are hoarſe; when themſelves and every Bo- 
dy elſe know the contrary. I ſpeak of that ſhining 


Quality, when People of Senſe, that underſtand 


their Buſineſs thoroughly, and are great Profici- 


_ents in the Studies to which they have apply'd 


themſelves, without Heſitation, own their Ig- 
norance of what they really don't know. 
Ant. I ſhould think that's ſoon done. 
Tuc. It is ſo in ſuch as yourſelf, but to People 
of Parts and Learning, that are of ſome Fame, it 
is harder than you think; for when they begin 
to ſee that they are generally taken for knowing 


Perſons, their Pride makes em ſuch Fools as to 


fancy they fhall per ſwade the World, that they 
know every Thing, which is ridiculous; and 


this is the Reaſon why l think it filly for People 


to make Prognoſtications in Politieks, when they 
they are conſcious in their own Hearts, that they 
know nothing of it. „„ IN 
Ant. I can very well perceive, that it is 4 
Fault to meddle with things we dow't under- 


ſtand, but why is it ſuch a Beauty to confeſs that 


we are ignorant? 5 
Luc. Tis a Sign of good Breeding, and a ſort 


of fair Dealing, when Perſons that have not ill 


beſtow'd their Time, ſcorn to appear more know- 
ing than they really are. When 1 ſpeak to 
; 55 Anh 


ene ere 


(ies “ 
Anybody that is always us d ingenuouſly to tell 
me when he don't underſtand or know a Thing, 


it inſpires me with a greater Confidence in his 


nen bee; when he undertakes & Thing, or 
when he ſays nothing. GE, 
Ant. Then 1 find I muſt ask you no Queſtions 
ahout State-Afairs, becauſe you want thoſe ne- 
cellary Qualifications,- which are ſo difficult to 
be attain'd to, that People may he extraordina» 
ry wel accampliſh'd, and yet be wholly to ſeek 
Luc, You have hit it; they are ſo diſſicult, 
that it is an Accompliſhment to know all the 
Difficulty. of it. It is very hard in ſome Coun- 
tries to he well acquainted with the hidden 
Springs that give Life to the ſeveral Courts of 
Juſtice ; the ſeveral Pullies, by the help of 
which, the Money is hoiſted up from the very 
Bottom to the 'Top, as well as the many Holes 
thro* which it is ſuffer d to drop down again, 
with the Wheels that turn it, and all the other 
Parts that campole the Machine of Government, 


* 
I 


Travellers have not Time for it, and frldom 


troubling their Heads with the Inſide, are:com- 
monly fſatisfy'd, if they can but ſee the Engine 
play. Thoſe that make it their Buſineſs, and en- 
dure into it, are often impos'd upon, by addreſ- 
ing themſelyes to People that pretend to know 
more than they do. 175 

Ant. I believe it is a great Task to know thoſe 


Things; but why ſhould you ſuppoſe what you 
laid laſt ? | | 


9 


Luc. I have a great Reaſon for it, and ſpeak 
by Experience: A Man that underſtands him- 


ſelf very well, may be employ'd in one Part of 


a Government, and yet not know ſome Things 
| N | | 19 


CH4*Þ) -.. . 
in another Part that is more remote from his; 
or at leaſt, not always exactly remember what 
is out of his Way. But yet, if a Stranger ſhould, 
among other Queſtions, ask him ſomething a- 
bout a Court or Office, which he happens not to 
know, if he is a Man of any Figure, and the 
/Stranger likewiſe one, whoſe Eſteem he values, 
he'll be aſhim'd to own his Ignorance, and will 
often tell him wrong, rather than be thought, 
by a Man of Senſe, not to know a Thing belong- 
ing to a Government, in which he is concern'd 
himſelf. We had a Man, that has left us very 
valuable Remarks made ofa Neighbouring Coun- 
try: He is generally very exact in the Deſcrip- 
tion of their Government; yet tho' he was a 
great Stateſman, a Light of the Age, that was 
an Ambaſſador there, and liv'd a great while 
upon the Spot, I can ſhew you in his Writings, 
what could not be there, .unleſs he had been miſ- 
inform'd. The ſeven United Provinces are very 
near; there is a very ſtrict Alliance between 
them and us, and both actually ſhew, at this pre- 
ſent Time, ſuch an unparallel'd Confidence in 
one another, as never was {cen before between 
two ſuch powerful Neighbours, of ſo different an 
Intereſt in Trade and yet, though we have ſo 
great a Commerce with them, how few People 
have we here, that exactly underſtand their Go- 
vernment ! The Prints may mention the States 
of Holland, the Court of Holland, and the Court 
of Brabant; ſpeak of the States General, the 
Council of State, or the committed Council; but 
moſt People can only tell you, that they are ſe- 
veral Courts and Aſſemblies: If you ask 'em 
what ſort of Miniſters they are compos'd of, 
and their Numbers, or what is the proper 2 

| | _ 
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xeſs for each Place, few can anſwer with any ex- 
actneſs; and I know ſome Perſons of good Senſe, 
and even of Quality, that have noclearer Noti- 
on of em, tho' they are next Door to us, than 
they have of the Mandarins in China; and what 
is worſe, think themſelves no more oblig'd to 
know the one, than the other, to judge of State- 
Affairs. They read of the hundred Penny, but 
there are abundance of People that know no 
more of it, than that it is a certain Tax ſo call'd, 
but what Part of their Income it is, they are al- 
together ignorantof. If they kaew what' that 
Tax meant, a great many that grumble at pay- 
ing four Shillings in the Pound, would not ſo 
much expoſe themſelyes by complaining, that 
the Dutch contributed not proportionably tothe 
War, as much as themſelves ; when they ſhould 
ſee, that by paying the hundred Penny twice a 
Year, as they have done for ſome Time, they 
give away juſt half their Revenue; and that this 
they pay not only of their Land and Houſes, 
(which the Country being ſo ſmall) are inconſi- 
derable to their other Riches, but likewiſe that, 
in which their Wealth chiefly conſiſts, the Mo- 
ney that from Time to Time they lend the Go. 
vernment, tho' the Province of Holland allows 
no higher latereſt than Four per Cent. And now 
| am ſpeaking of this, I cannot but think, that 
1: our People ſhonld know what other Taxes, 
heavy Exciſes, and innumerable Duties they 
pay belides, not only upon Wine, Beer, Fuel, 
and others, that we have, but ſuch as are'un- 
heard o here; as upon the keeping of Servants, 
the grinding of Corn, which is terrible to the 
Poor; it I fay, ſame'of our People ſhould know 
how they are oblig'd to pay certain Sums, at 
: ST. which 


tician : Why would you inſinuate, as if ſome 


don't believe, more than you, that there is any 


„„ 
which they are rated for uſing Salt, and Soap, 
whether they conſume little or much; how eve- 
ry Family that will drink Tea, Coffee, or Cho- 
colate, muſt pay a great Tax for it, tho' they had 


but one Diſh of any of the three in the whole 
Vear: Should they conſider all this, and that 


the very Cows pay for having Horns, they would 
think our Burden much lighter than theirs, and 
cry out, Bleſſed England! . 
Ant. Bleſſed Great Britain, you mean, Aunt. 
Luc. That is no Proverb yet, Niece.- | 
Ant. I can contradict nothing of what you have 
faid ; but 1 muſt ask you one Queſtion, ſince, 
according to your Deſcription,. it is an utter 
Impoſſibility that there ſhould be a perfe& Poli- 


People were to blame for not being ſo? _ 
Luc. To be well vers'd in a Science 1s one 
Thing, and to be perfect in it, is another. I 


one Man that knows all thoſe Things which I 
have nam'd, of all the principal Kingdoms and 
Commonwealths in Europe; but there may be 
ſuch as are very well acquainted with one or two 
Countries beſides their own, and know ha great 
deal of the reſt; and thus he ought to be quali- 
fy'd, that from preſent Circumſtances, can pre- 
tend to give a tolerable Gueſs of what' ſhall hap- 
pen hereafter. This was the Reaſon why l told 
you, that you nor | were fit to talk of Politicks ; 
becauſe | know that by talking of *em, you mean 
foretelling what is to come. But as theſe Pre- 
dictions are very unprofitable, conſidering what 
Accompliſhments they require, 1 ſee no Neceſſi - 
ty why one Man ſhould be put to all that Trou- 
ble: It is enough that all the Court and beer 
| Whole 
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„ 
whole Government of a Nation can make up ſuch 
an exact Body of Politicks as I Have mention d; 
which yet it is a Shame that any gallant King- 
dom, or State, that makes a Buſtle in the World, 
ſhould want. The King of France has whole 
Sets of *em, that ſtudy ſome' one Country, and 
ſome another, as appears in all lis Negociati- 
ons. 1 Bot e 

Ant. Yes, yes, Aunt, F know the King of 
France is a great Man with you. 15 

Luc. The more you jeſt with that, the more 
Fl be in earneſt. I know that Lewis the XIVtir 
s 4 wicked Tyrant, and ſo may Þ proſper as 
| wiſh his Fall. This: hinders me not, but l 
an obſerve his wonderful Atchievements. In 
feats of War he has out-done Alexander anc 
leſar both; in encouraging Learning, and pro- 
noting all Arts and Sciences, in embelliſhing 
bis Kingdom, and poliſhing his Nation, he has 
exceeded Auguſtus, and ſhew'd' himſelf both at 
_ and Abroad; a deeper Politician than'Tz- 
071113 v e | | 

Art. You talk of Afexarder, and Ceſar ; Lewis 
" XIVth never was fam'd for perſonal Va- 
Luc. You talk of a Trifle, a Quality that max 
hllin-every unthinKking, fool hardy Fellow, that 
las more Pride than Fear. Courage by itſelf, if 
It be a Vertue, is a very unregarded one. How' 
many brave Fellows have we loft theſe two laſt_ 
Wars, by Sea and Land, that were forgot, before 
they were quite cold ? Fisa good Eucominm to 
private Soldier, to tell him, that he is ſtout, 
felolute, and undaunted; and perhaps it may 
lo as far as a Captain; but if you come higher, 
ere they muſt be either People of great Birth, 
| 1 Cd or 
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or elſe ſuch that have convers'd with Gentlemen 
a_greaf. while, and are us'd to Danger; there it 
| Is not ſuppos'd they can want it. 
Ant. How ! not ſuppos d? 5 
Luc. No, not in Armies; for if a young Offi- 
cer be a Coward, he is ſoon found out, and then 
he is baited as much as a Bear at a Stake; for he 
preſently becomes the Object of every Youngſter 
that would ſhew his Valour at a ch&p Rate; ſo 
that he is either cuft'd or beat into Courage, or 
elſe, if he be not knock'd o'th' Head, forc'd to 
quit the Game, and lay down his Soldiexſhip, 
before he can be advanc'd. In a gerat Officer, it 
is look d upon as the leaſt of his Qualifications; 
but to tell a General, one that commands an Ar- 
my, that he has Courage, is a very inſipid Com- 
pliment; the Reaſon 1s, becauſe, to make up a 
good one, a great many other Accompliſhments 
are requir'd, more valuable than Courage, be- 
cauſe they are infinitely more ſcarce, and ſome 
very hard to be met with. Moſt of our Cour 
try Fellows, when they are us'd to the Fire, 
will run up to the Mouth of a Cannon, and yet! 
don't ſee they are treated with abundance of 
Reſpect for it. \ att. 
Ant. I don't know how little you may eſteem 
'em, but the beſt General in the World would 
be very inſignificant without em. 
Luc. No more than a great Architect without 
Bricklayers, Maſons, Carpenters, &c. and don't 
vou think it would have been a ſtrange Compli- 
ment to Sir Ch. Wren, to have told him, that he 
was not only a great Man in contriving and giving 
the neceſſary Orders for ſuch a Fabrick as Paul's, 
but that likewiſe he could lay a Brick as well f 
e the 


bl 
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x OST. 
the beſt of em? If it be unwiſe in a General to 
run the Danger of a Captain, or a Colonel, 
would it not be fooliſh in him to be expos'd at 
all? The Princes, that have been fam'd for Con- 
rage, had commonly no more than one great Ar- 
my, in which, their All was at a Stake, and No- 
body they could truſt with the Management of 
em, as well as themſelves. Lewis the X1Vth has 
train'd up, by his Care, great Numhers of Ge- 
nerals that are fit to Command, and his vaſt Ge- 
nius heads half a Score Armies at once, whilſt he 
its in his Cloſet, and ſends neceſſary Orders to 
em all. Alexander and Cæſar together never 
had half his Buſineſs upon their Hands. The In- 
rention of the Funds, the raiſing of Money, and 
the continual patching up the broken Credit of 
France, require great Abilities, and take up a- 
bundance: of time. Alexander's Soldiers liv'd 
upon the Plunder of the Countries they had con- 
quer d: Thoſe of Cæſar did either the ſame, or 
elſe were furniſh'd by thoſe Provinces ofthe Em- 
pire that were of his Side, or other Countries 
that were his Friends. Alexander ſubdu'd whole 
Kingdoms in leſs time than our Armies with 
all their Artillery and Ammunition could march 
thro' 'em. 5 „ 05 

Ant. Was his Glory not the greater the ſooner 
he obtain'd his Victorie?2s | 
Luc. No, Unleſs he bad found greater Oppoli- 
tion than he did, Had Porus been an Eugene, or 
Darius a Marlborough, the Perſians been Engliſh- 
men, and the Indians Dutchmen, or Germans, 
Alexander might have liv'd to be Fourſcore, be- 
fore he ſhould have had Occaſion to be concern'd 
for what he cry'd for at Thirty. _ | 


1» Ep | Aut. 
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Ant. You can't ſay the ſame of Ceſar, his Ro: 
mans had Romans to fight with; and Pompey, be- 
fore he loft the Battel of Pharſalia, was fully as 
great a General every way as himſelf. 
Tuc. That's true, and therefore you ſee one 
deciſive Battle did Pompey's Buſineſs ; he was not 
able to loſea Ramellies after his Hockſtedt. 
Ant. 1 cannot be of your Opinion, and am 
more pleas'd with one ſingle Action of Alexa 
der, than with all that the King of France has 
done in his Life time. | _— 
Luc. We don't talk of being pleas'd; the 
King of France never pleas'd me at all, but of late, 
when he has given us an Opportunity to beat 
Z 3 as 
Ant. I mean, where Alexander throws himſelf] 
from the Wall of the City, in the midft of his 


Enemies, and fights all alone againſt ſo many, 
after he is wounded : There, I ſay, he ſhew'd 1 
more Gallantry than Lewis the XIVth ever did WM © 
Tuc. I can't tell very well how it was in 4. © 
 lexander's time, but if a General, that commands I 
an Army in Chief, ſhould do ſo now, I know of 
what he ſhould deſerve ; if it was left to me, 
I would ſend for the firſt Surgeon that conld be bo 
ot. | hs 
- Ant. You jeſt, Aunt ; 1 don't mean as to his Wl 
Wounds. an th 
Luc. No, nor I neither; I did not fo much aM Y! 
think on *em. BE Si Coy 
Ant. What would you do with the Surgeon 715 
mY | elf, 
Luc. To have him blooded, and his Head f 2 
ſhav'd; and after that, I would put him in A 


dark Room, with clean Stray in it. 


$ 
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Lives of ſo many Thouſands, t 
only depend upon his? 


121 


"ow Oh deen ' Whap!| Would you treat 
him like a mad Man? 4 
Luc. Without doubt; hx: 1 believe, Nobo· 
dy would think him to otherwiſe. Cans 
Man be thought. in his, to expoſe the 
28 in a manner 


i. | 


Ant. At that Rate, you have but little Reſ⸗ 
pect for the moſt gallant Prince of the Age, the 
King of Smerlas. 

Lac. You never heard me ſoy 10, 
Refpe& for gl Kings. 

Ant. But if Courey gebe th ooting why is 
Cowardice counted o deſpicable in Princes 

Luc. I never. faid Courage. was not to be e- 


I have a great 


| icem'd, but. I would not. have you over-yalue 


it, Itis a Happi neſs to have all our Bones for- 
med and plac'd as they ſhould be; but ds_you 
think, becauſe it is a high Reflection upon crook- 
ed People, to upbraid em with their Sha ape; that 
in Proportion, it is as great a Compliment 0 tell 
others that they are ſtrait? 

Ant. That is, becauſe moſt People a are ſtrait. | 

Luc. And ſo moſt Princes have Courage; their 
lofty Education, and the Pride they are inſpir'd 
with, bend dem ſo powerfully that Way, that 
they are next to Monſters | they want it. But 
what makes you think Ms Ring of France is a 
Coward ? 


. * Becauſe he don” t care for Sghting him- 
e a 


Luc. 1 bade anſwer'd that 15 y, but 1 know 


can't convince you; the reading of Romanccs. 


has too much "OW your, een 


F 
Ant. No, Aunt? lam not ſuch a Fool nei- 
ther, as to believe People are to be cleft aſun- 
der at a Blo -w. gone «7 
Luc. I have heard you defend the Character 
ff Almanzor in the Conqueſt of Granada, and that 
E n „ Co 
Ant. That's long ago, but yet I believe one 
may have an Aver ſion againſt Cowardice, with- 
out being a Den OA ide 
Tc. But then you ſhould not be ſo raſh. 
Fighting is not the only Thing that ſhews Cou. 
rage. The French King's Enterprize upon Eu- 
rope, when Nobody diſturb'd him, the Fortitude 
with which he has bore his Diſgraces, and the 
Intrepidity he has ſhewn in the repairing of his 
Loſſes, are great Signs of Magnanimity, and 
Qualities that are inconſiſtent with the Nature of 
NET REL EE RT IR 7 
Ant. Then l'fl have done with his Courage, 
but you faid ſeveral other fine Things of him, 
that I can't find out. What Encourager of Arts 
and Learning he has been, I can't tell; but that 
by his Ambition, his Kingdom is reduc'd to a 
miſerable Condition, we hear from all Parts: 
How flouriſhing it has been, I don't know; but 
I remember, when I was a little Girl, you told 
me yourſelf, that the Country People in Prance 
were very poor, and for the generality, wore 
wooden Shoes. As for his Politicks, I don't 
underſtand 'em; tho' I believe, by what I have 
heard People ſay, that he has been as often 
baffl'd and out-witted, as any Prince in Europe. 
Truly, I don't think what he did lately, was 
a very cunning Trick, when knowing that Five 
Engliſi men can beat Ten Frenchmen at any Time, 
he ſent Five Chouſagd Men to invade us. ou 
then 


x (137 ) 
then the Perſecution of his Proteſtant Subjects, 
all the World ſays, was a great Over -light ; nay, 
my own Reaſon can tell me, that loſing ſo ma- 
ny Men, muſt weaken a Kingdom. Beſides, a 
great many that would have fought his Battels, 
are daily, with Succeſs, employ'd againſt him; 
Thouſands have been ſent to the Galleys, .T hou- 
ſands have been dragoon'd, and Hundred Thou- 
ſands have fled to other Countries. If you ſay, 
theſe were Proteſtants, and them he hated, 
then pray ſee how well the Roman Catholicks fa- 
red, whom helov*d ? Several Hundred I honſands 
have been kilFd long ago, all fighting in an unjuſt 
Cauſe : The Soldiers that have eſcap'd being 
knock'd o'th' Head, are ſtarv'd; ſtrain upon 
their Landlords for their Pay, and by being ſo 
often beaten, are become. Cowards into the Bar- 
gain. In the Cities, the greateſt Bankers are 
broke, the leſſer Merchants are like to follow 
In the Country, the Gentry are exhauſted by 
Taxes, abundance of Villages are deſolate, and 
in the reſt they want Bread. And all this by the 
great Care their politick King has taken in im- 
it i beliſhing his Kingdom, and making his People 
d flouriſh. If theſe be his politics, the Lord 
6 Wl preſerve us from ſuch Politicians! ': © - - 
C Luc. Amen, with all my Soul. You have 
taken a great deal of Pains, Niece, but ſince on 
have exerted yourſelf with ſo much Zeal, III 
endeavour to make good my Afjertions, and 
take the Trouble to antwer you at large. Firſt, 
as to his Politicks: I ſhould wonder why you 
tave only pick'd out two Inſtances, and ſuch as 
ae not very plain, and may be diſputed, when _ 
you might have nam'd a great many, by which, it 
84S clear as the Sun, that the King of France has 
4 taken 
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this, I ay, but that. I know it is for want of heing 


8 


| | | think! that' is fair, for by ſo doing, you mall 


But ſince you cannot be a judge of what you 


but if you conſider the Vaſtneſs of his Underta- 


as himſelf. © Beſides, that a great many Things 


Ant. But that | hope may be ſaid of the one, 
s well agofthe other, 


9 o 
taken wrong Meaſures! I ſhould wonder at 


acquainted with the Tranſactions of Europe. 


don't know, I'll anſwer only what you have men - 
An. But with your Leave, Aunt, I don't 


only gain your Point for want of Oppoſition: If 
you would hold your Argument without any 
Sophiſtry, and in Reality aſſert what you haye 
ſaid, you ought, where the King of France has 
been out, to take Notice of it yourſelf, or elſe 
inform me. 5 „ | . | 


Tuc. Dol not take Notice of it ſufficiently, 
when I own, that he has been often in the 
wrong? It would be too tedious to relate thoſe 
ſeveral falſe Steps and would do you no good. 
To have taken wrong Meaſures, makes no Prince 
a bad Politician, when it appears, that he has 
taken more ſubſtantial good ones. The King of 
France has ſeveral times ſhot wide of. the Mark; 


kings, the Multitude of his Negociations, and MW! 
that great Concern he has had for Fifty Years in 
moſt of the Courts of Europe, it will be diff- 
cult to find a Prince of half his Standing, and 
that has had but a quarter Part of, his Buſineſs, 
that has committed ſo few Error$ in Politicks, 


prove unſucceſsful at the End, that were well 


concerted at the Beginning. 
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Luc. It may ſo : Politicks are no mathemati- 
cal Demonſtrations. In the Event of Things, 
you may ſee, that very minute Accidents, which 
to all Appearance were inconſiderable Frifles 
when they happen'd, have often given ſtrange 
Turns to Affairs at a long Run. Theſe Acci- 
dents are no where more frequent than in 
Sieges and Campaigns. I was once prepar'd 
to receive the unwelcome News of the Siege of 
Liſle's being rais'd, and yet you ſee that impor- 
tant City has been taken, and we made a 
glorious Campaign. „ 

Ant. I believe there is a Snake in the Graſs. 

Luc. Why? . i 

Ant. Tell me really, Aunt, would you not, 
by what you have faid, inſinuate, that it was 
more Luck than Cunning, that we took it, and 
by that eclipſe the Glory of our Generals? 
Luc. No indeed, and I wonder, when you ſee 
lam fo nice in giving what is due to our great- 
elt Enemy, you can ſuſpect, that I intend to 
detract, and ſully the Honour of our greateſt 
Friends ! I am none of thoſe, and far 5 


- om it: 
dl was going to ſay, that as ſoon as our People 
in aw + Kerle Hint in the Gazerre, which indeed L 
fi- did not like myſelf, they were ready to open 
id their Mouths, I would have told you how un- 
„ Huſtly our Nation (the greateſt Part of which, 


„lever yet eſteem'd a General a Minute longer 
gs than his Succeſs laſted) would have grumbl'd if 
elde had miſs'd of our Aim; and yet the Con- 

I dud, Care, and Vigilance ot our Generals might 
e, lare been the ſame, tho we had miſcarry d. 
Ait. The Reaſon why | thought yon camsin 
eich an Iguendo, was, becauſe l remember that 
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nn the middle of our Race, you fall down, and 


. 
at the Time you ſpeak of, you was of Opinion, 
that they met with far greater Oppoſition than 
They had expectechatfet,]ĩ?ĩk7v? 
Luc. Tam ſo ſtill ; nay, I'll ſay more, I believe 
they never wonld have undertaken it, if they 
had foreſeen what Difficulties they had to. ſur- 
mount. | . % eg 
Ant. And is not that ſully ing the Glory of that 
Action? e 1 * 
Luc. No: It is an unpardonable Fault ina 
General, to be ignorant of what may happen; 
but Nobody can be blam'd for not always fore- 
ſeeing what ſhall happen. As for Example, you 
and I lay a handſome Wager, which of us ſhall 
get ſooneſt to the upper end of the Orchard; 


hurt your Leg, when you ſee me out- ſtrip you, 
whilſt you feel the Pain and are uncertain how 
running will agree with you afterwards, I believe 
you'd wiſh that you had not laid the Wager ; 
but far from yielding it loſt, you get up again 
and exerting yourſelf almoſt beyond you 
Strength, you overtake me, and at laſt become 
the Conqueror, and are half a Yard before me 
Of the Standers by, ſome that love to find Fault 
would ſay thus: Well, Antonia has won much a 
do, but ſhe has run a great Hazard, once | wat 
afraid ſhe had loſt it, and I helieve ſhe thought 
ſo herſelf: Sure ſhe did not know her Aunt coul 
run ſo well; *twas very imprudent to venture { 
much Money upon ſuch a doubtful Matter, bu 
it was a ſtrange Overſight, not to think ſh 
might have a Fall, when they are ſo common tt 
People that run in long Coats. And thus. with 
out mentioning your Nimbleneſs or Reſolptioi 
| they would blame you for laying. the at 


% 
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but an Impartial Judge would tell em, that my 


Coats were as long as yours, that being younger 
and ſtronger than your Aunt, you had been much 
in the right to catch at an even Bet, where you 
had ſuch an Advantage, and that your not fore- 
ſeeing the Accident that made the Wager ſo 
doubtful, only proceeded from the little Reaſon - 
you had at ſetting out, to think that you ſhould 
fall, and was no Argument of your being ſo filly 
as not to know that you could fall: He'd fay 
perhaps that I had ran better than could have 
been expected, but that all that redounded to 
your Glory, who had outdone me, the Diſadvan- 
tage of a Fall notwithſtanding : He would add, 


that tho' you had undergone more Trouble than 


I, by gaining the Prize, you was over-paid for 
your Pains 3 whilſt your poor Aunt, by over- 
ſtraining herſelf, had very near ſuffer'd as much 
as you, and would be ſtiff and unable to ſtir for 
a good while after. Thoſe Similes cannot be ſo 
exact every where, but you underſtand my 
Meaning. : 15 
Ant. Yes Aunt, I do, and I believe it will 
hold very well; if our Generals, when they 
undertook the Siege of Liſie, had no more 
Reaſon to apprehend the Difficulties they 
unexpectedly met with, than I would fear a 
oy in an Orchard 1 ain ſo well acquaiatcd 
With. | „ 
Luc. I believe they met with Difficulties, of 
Which there was not a tenth Part of thę Proba- 
bility that they would happen, and that they 
were prepar'd againſt ſeveral that were much 
more to be fear d, and did not happen at all. 
Wap is full of Chance; but all Circumſtances 
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duly weigh'd, the Probablity of Victory is a ſuf- 


ficient Warrant for Action; and could the Scheme 
of a great Enterprize come up to the Certaint 

of Demonſtration, the Thing itſelf would ceaſe 
to be an Enterprize; and, what Glory ſoevec 
there might be in the Contrivance, there would 


be none in the Execution. As to the Siege [ 


ſpeak of, it is ridiculous to ſuppoſe that ſuch a 
matchleſs Brace of Generals, that had ſo much 
Reputation to loſe, both fortunate Men, that 
without envying one another, went Hand in 
Hand, the one to carry on, and the other cover 


it, ſhonld undertake a Thing of that Moment, 
without having a ſolid Fonndation to hope for, 

and almoſt a moral Aſſurance of Succeſs ; more 
eſpecially, when they had the Aſſiſtance, as well 
as the Conſent of the wary Dutch, that are ſo 
conſummate in the Knowledge, not only of eve- 
ry Inch of the Ground, but every. Circumſtance 


that can be hop'd or fear'd 'in that Country, 
and ſo cautious, even to a Fault (as we think) of 


expoſing their own, 


Ant. This is ſomething like, Aunt, I love to 
hear you talk fo, and am glad that the Juſtifica- 
tion of the French Politicks, ends in a Panegyrick 
upon our Generals. 5 | 

Luc. I am fatisfy'd, Antonia, you do not know 
my Aim; a Panygyrick is a ſtudy'd Piece of 


| Flattery, why ſhould you think me guilty of it? 


I am worth 30,000 I. a Woman, and a Lover of 
Liberty, you'll find yourſelf much miſtaken : | 
made this Digreſſion upon the Siege of Liſle, to 
ſerve for an Anſwer to the firſt of the Faults you 
found with the French Politicks. TS 
Ant. I don't underſtand what you mean, or 
how that is poſſible: e 1 


9 
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Luc. I can't help that: From what I have ſaid 
may be gather'd, that the beſt concerted Mea» 
ſures, ſince they may meet with Diſappoint⸗ 
ments, are always liable to the Chicanery of 
Criticks. I have given you an Inſtance, how by 
unexpectedly intervening Rubs, the very Succeſs 
ob a well grounded Undertaking, may plauſibly 
be cavell'd at by thoſe that think, but can't or 
won't think deep enough; and this might have 
taught you, that we ought. not to judge of any 
Event, before we are very well inſtructed of the 
Motives of him that began the Adio. 
Ant. But won't you ſpeak no plainer? 
Luc. No: In ſome late Year's Invaſions, there 
have been ſome Things very myſterious to the 
Publick, and a Subject ought not to rip up, 
or at leaſt not to be particular in, and ſpeak at 
large, of what might contribute either to the 
Same or the Grief of his Country. 
Ant. This is no Anſwer at all, Aunt. 
Luc. Then Ill give you the Argument, and 
rather than ſay what I would ot, own, that 
this was one of the falſe Steps the King of France 
1 has made in Politicks; and we'll grant that the 
K Enter prize was built upon a weak and 11idicu- 
lous Ground, but you'll give me leave to pray, 
1 that no Enemy to Great Britain may ever have 
f a better, and Lewis the XIVth never ſuch ano- 
? WH ther. Having allow'd you this, I'll. go on to 
f Wl the next; and now let us ſee what muſt be 
| WH thought of the Frencb King's perſecuting his Pro: 
0 
u 


aa UII 


teſtant Subjects? He foreſaw, without doubt, 
that ſome of em would help to augment our 
Armies, and ſo did we know that by diſcounte- 

nancing of Popery, a great many. diſaffected 
Britons, and Iriſpmen, would fall in une 
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King of France; but I believe few People think; 
that in his Armies they can do ſo much Hurt to 
the Nation as if they were here, or that an Ex- 


gliſt General, and ſome Officers of arbitrary Prin- 


ciples are ſo prejudicial to vs, where they are, 
as if the one was in the Houſe of Lords, and the 


reſt in the Houſe of Commons. This the French 


King thinks of his Calviniſts, as much as we do 
of our Papiſts; for the firſt are by their Princi- 
ples as great Enemies to a deſpotick Prince, as 
the others are to any limited Government. _ 

Ant. The French Refugees differ very much in 
their Opinions about their King, ever ſince! 
have learn'd that Language: You know | have 
been acquainted with ſeveral, there's Madame 
L'Orgeuilleuſe praiſes him to the Skies, ſhe won't 
hear the leaſt Word ſpoke againſt him, but Ma- 
damoiſelle Ia Bigote, in talking of him, diſcovers 
ſo much ſpleen, ſhe can't forbear calling him 
Names : I have laugh'd heartily to hear her, 


and Monſire L'Opiniatre ſtrive to out-do one 
another in Invectives againſt him; as if they 
talk'd of a Newgate Bird, or a Fellow that had 


been pillory'd, and not of a Prince. 
Luc. The firſt is fooliſh, for if they thought 


bim juſt and good, as well as great and politick, 


what did they come away for? But to do the 


other is a very great Fault; it is unmannerly in 
Any body to ſpeak diſreſpectfully of Princes. 


Luc. Begging your Pardon, Aunt, if 1 am not 


_ miſtaken, I have heard you call him Tyrant, and 
other Names. 


Luc. I might ſpeak a Word that exprels'd a 
Reſentment, but you never heard me ſay any 
Thing that ſhew'd Contempt. But if this be 4 
Crime in us, it is unpardonable in thoſe chat 
8 5 Were 
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were borti under his Government. Good Peo- 
ple look upon their native Country, as their 
Mother, and the Government as their Father. 
lt your Father ſhould even diſinherit you, you 
might be ſorry, and think he has not done well 
by you; but you muſt never ſpeak ill of him, and 


always remember, that whatever he did, ſtill he 
N was your Father. VV 
Ant. But what muſt a Child do, when he ſees 
his Father and Mother a quarrelling ? 

; Lug Never irritate the Wrath of the one, or in- 


fan the Anger of the other, do em both all the 
good Offices you are capable of, in odrer to ap- 
peaſe them; but never ſerve. the one againſt the 
other, tho' they ſhould command you: When 
their Paſſion is over, and they are Friends again, 
depend upon it, they'll both thank you for your 
Diſobedience ; but whatever may happen in a Fa- 
mily, nothing can be a ſufficient Provocation for 
2 Child to fly in the Face of the Mother that. 
brought him forth: Tho'I was a Man, I could 
never wiſh, much leſs fight, againſt my Country. 
Ant. But I have other Things to ask you con- 
cerning the French Proteſtantt. 
Luc. And I have abundance more to tell you, 
but I ſee it is turn'd of five, and high time todrink 
Tea, I begin to he a-dry to. 
Ant. Then Grace it ſeems knows your Mind, 
for there ſhe's coming with the Water. 
Luc. Bid her carry the Things into the Gar- 
den, the Sun is gone off the Summer-houſe, and 
wellgothnhen 5 5 5 
Aut. I'll wait on you, Aunt. 
Luc, Stay, Whither are you running? 
Aut. only ſtep in the Parlour for my Bonnet. 
Lac. Tfaw it in your Hand when you came to 
Dinner. Here it is. THE 
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Lucinda. WIV A T is that Spot upon you! 
. Arm, Niece? A 
Ant. That's a Mark of your beloved Captain, 
that brought you the Mountain Malaga: I be-. 
lieve I have had it above a Fortnight. There i Ba 
not ſuch a wild Bear again in England, as tht th 
naſty Terpawlin ; he rumples my Head-Cloaths, þ | 
kiſſes and ſlabbers. me over. every Moment: 1 :* 
hate him mortally. He never was here to ſee 40 
you, but he teaz d me to Death, he hurts my © 
Arms, ſqueezes my Hands, puſhes me from him, | 
then hawls me to him again, and plays with me 0. 
as if I was a Puppy that wanted warming. 07 
Luc. A rough, harmleſs Soul! f 
Aint. Harmleſs, do you call him? I am ſure, 85 
be is very impudent. Laſt time he was here, - * 
he put his Hand down my Boſom, as low as he © 
could thruſt it, and he is fo ſtrong, I can as wel wh 


remove the Houſe, as hinder him, I have been 
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amaz'd ſometimes, you never ſpoke to him; nay; 
when he has tumbl'd and towz'd me before your 
Face, I have ſeen yon ſmile at it, as if yon had 
been very well pleas'd. 1 can't imagine you ſhould 
not apprehend a Man that is really rude, when I 
ſee you ſo very watchful over every civil Gen- 
tleman that comes near me, tho' Nobody ever 
offers to touch me, but that unpolilf'd Sea-Mon- 
ſter. 5 | 
Luc. I know it is a Way he has of ſhewing his 
Galluntry: but I don't fear him. 
Ant. But I do fear him, for what you call his 
. Gallantry, is down right Incivility. | 
Luc. Look, look, Niece ; that comes very pat: 
1, Del t you ſee, there in the Meadow ? Pray mind, 
00 
Ant, 1 don't know what you mean, nor what 
you laugh at ; I ſee nothing to mind. 
Luc. Don' - you ſee a Horſe ſtand ſtill ? 
Ant. Yes, anda Fellow going up to it: Is there 
be. il any Rarity in that? 
| Luc. Mind how he holds the Bridle upon his 
Fat Back, and how ſoftly he creeps to him. Open 
e Sash: Hark, he is a whiſtling to him, now 
, 1 be takes hold of him, There heclaps the Bit 
2 _ his Mouth. Poor mae ! 61 is taken in- 
ee 55 
Ant. And pray, Aunt, what is al this? 


ſo, when we came firſt out of Doors. 

Aut. I know it is the ſame that the Boys ſear d 
with their Hats. | 
Luc. And can you' not perceive that this i is an 
Emblem of what you ſpoke of? There is nothing 
more dangerous, than to truſt young Women 
with what yon cal civil Gentlemen; for by not 
offering 


Luc. This is the Horſe that ſcamper'd about oo 
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: offering any Thing to *em, they diſperſe their 
Fear, and make em tame. If once they can per- 


ſwade 'em to liſten calmly to their wheedling Cant, 


the Bridle is ſoon thrown over their Heads: And 


this is the Reaſon why you have always ſeen me 


ſo diftruſtful of their Civility, and ſo little con- 
cern'd at the Capatin's Rudeneſs, becauſe he is 


juſt like the Boys that threw their Hats at the 


Horſe ; he may frighten you, but he'll never trick 
you into Slavery. A Nan that is always kiſſing 


and hawling of a Woman, puts her upon her 
Guard himſelf, and young Women hate nothing 
more, than Men that are troubleſome in teazing 
and laying hold of 'em, but eſpecially if they 
tumble their Cloaths, or any ways diſoblige their 
Dreſs. But don't be angry, Niece, he ſhall be 
troubleſome no more: I confeſs ſeeing his Hu- 


- mour, I have made uſe of him as a Tool to rouze 


you, becauſe I know, that when Maids are fo 
ſerv'd by Men they don't fancy, it not only ren- 
ders thoſe thoſe that plague em, odious to'em, 
but likewiſe makes em ſhyer of others, to whom 
they would elſe be indifferent. 


Ant. I find, Aunt, you leave no Stone unturn- 


ed, but I remember we were talking of the French 
Proteſtants before we came into the Garden; and 
your Anſwer ſeem'd to me plauſible enough, as 


to them that have taken up Arms againſt their 


Prince. But leaving them, tell me if you don't 
think that ſo many Thouſands of Handicrafts- 

en, that have ſettl'd Trades, and brought 
over whole ManufaQuries to us, and other 
Proteſtant Countries, have done him a great 


Ant. 
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Luc. It is beyond Diſpute, that the Loſs of 
ſuch conſiderable Numbers has weaken'd his 
Kingdom, but the Queſtion is, whether the 
ſame Numbers might not have been more obnox- 
ous to him if they had ſtaid there? I have obſer- 
ved, that when our Armies are like to come 
near Dauphine and Provence, or any other Parts 
where there is a great many new Converts, we 
always rejoice at it, and ſeem not to queſtion, 
but that as ſoon as we can protect em, they 
will join us; if our Hopes be not vain, 'tis well 
for the King of France, that there's no more of 
enn, 3 | 
Ant. But what you ſpeak of, Aunt, is only 
fince they have been ſo ill us'd, before they 
vere the beſt of Subjects; they always ſupport- 
ed him againſt his Enemies, nay, I have heard 
rn Oh 'twas they that ſet the Crown upon his 
eit. 
Luc. They might have been very beneficial to 
him for one while, and quiet for many Years, and 
yet the French King foreſee ſomething in em 
more than Anybody elſe. He has puniſh'd em 
tor Faults before they were committed If you 
Ak me whether the Uſage which 1 had trom 
him was not tyrannical, and if you will ungrate- 
fal, I'll anſwer you, Ves: But if you would en- 
quire, whether in the carry ing on his Deſign up- 
on Europe, It was his true latereſt or not, to nſe 
em ſo, I don't believe that any one in all the 
Univerſe is ſo well qualify'd, and able to inform 


you, as Lewis the XIVth himſelf. It is very 


needleſs to touch upon any Thing that ever has 
been ſald for or againſt his deſtroying the Pro- 
teſtants; let us only reflect firſt upon the Tran- 
quility of all the Princes of Europe, at the Trea- 
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ty of Nimiguen; ſecondly, upon the Aſſurance 
he had of his own Power, when he thought him- i 


ſelf a Match for ſo many but half a Score Years C 
after: Then let us examine what we have ſeen © 
hitherto, and from their ſo little apprehending * 
any danger, and the French King's Confidence, | . 
think we may ſafely conclude, that he was better 
acquainted with the real State of Europe, and oh 
knew more of his Strength and theirs too, tha ©* 
all together of 'em underſtood, either of his, or by 
their own. This, in my Opinion, is an undeni:Ml [© 
ble Argument of his having ſo thoroughly and ob 
ſucceſsfully examin'd his Kingdom, that it 00 
would be a Folly to think, that any other Pol. 2 
tician ſhould exceed him in the Knowledge: che 
every Thing that might increaſe its Greatnek, lis 

or hinder its Growth. Was there ever a Hen Ire 
Hugonot, Princes of the. Blood not excepted 2 © 
that had that Intelligence, or that conſtantly re Str 
ceiv'd ſo true an Account of what was ſaid o dr. 
done in every Part of France? Or is it reaſo Mr. 
nable to believe, that the French King ſhould leer 
have been out in knowing of his own King Spar 
dom, when we ſee he is ſo expert in others MW Us 
and has ſhewn himſelf ſo great a Maſter in Folien 
woe? + - > fo Wei 
Ant. But, Aunt, you uſe that as an Argument nan 
vi hich you are ſtil] to prove. N dera 
Luc. Prove! What? That he has ſhewn him Ae 

im 


ſelf a great Maſter in Politicks? Can Any body 
douht of it? Do but mind, how deep he hat to h 
work'd under Ground, to undermine that noble 
Structure, the Houſe of Auſtria, that was built Fowe 


upon ſuch a ſolid Foundation, and but an Ag). 
ago, fo far overtopp'd that of Bourbon! How cunMWP'nt 
ning he has ſay'd himſelf in the ſpoiling of it ly Fi 
N ſometime. melan 


jometiwes ſetting it on Fire, by blowing the 
Coals of civil War, and inland Combuſtions ; 
and at other Times battering it, by playing the 
whole Artillery of the Ottoman Empire againſt it. 
Let any one conſider what Pranks he has play'd 
with England and Holland, helping the one a- 
gainſt the other, as he ſaw it moſt requiſite, in 
order to weaken both; how ſhamefully he has 
bubbl'd and perſwaded them out of their Inte- 
reſt, by ſetting em to ether by the Ears. If we 
obſerve how dexterouſly he has manag'd all the 
Courts of Europe, by arttully covering his Game 
to hide his Power, never making. uſe of more 
than was requiſite to tire his Enemies; how all 
his Wars, but theſe two laſt, were to him only 
breathings, . by which to exerciſe himſelf, he 
weary d others z and he never, exerted half his 
strength, before his Deſigns were come to Ma- 
turity; we ſhall find, that he has been no ordi- 
nary Politician, But what he has done in Spain, 
leems to exceed allhuman Art : He has made a 
Spaniard agree with a Frenchman, in an Inſtant 
rais'd that drooping heavy Monarchy, that for 
lo many Years has, been ſinking under its own 
Weight. In the laſt War it was little better 
than a dead Lump, and a Burden to the Confe- 
deracy, yet he has quicken'd that flow Nation, 
him even againſt their own Intereſt, and ia a little 
„oa Time, by Skiltul Management, made em uſeful 
ban to his own Purpoſe, in ſpight of ſtupendious 
obi Loſſes, and all the vaſt Obſtacles the greateſt 
18 2v ers of Europe have been able to throw in his 
Way. The French King, by ſhe wing them their 
on Power, has wheedl'd 'em into Slavery, his al - 
Fiddlers have play'd *em out of their obſtinate 
nelancholly Humour; his gay dancing Maſters 
| 3 | have 
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have broke them of their Stiffneſs, and made 
em ſupple; they have ſo chang'd their Poſtures ! 
and alter'd their Steps, that now you may ſee, 
what the World always thought impoſlible, a 
grave Spaniard dance the c to French Mu- 
| lick : He has join'd Fire and Water, and blen- 
ded them into profitable Mixture: Theſe are 
Miracles that no other Politician was ever able 
to perform. The Germans know how to con- 
quer, are crafty in their Deſigns, and under- 
ſtand the laying on the Yoke as well as others; 
but they have not the French Knack of tying it 
on, to make it fit eaſy, it preſently galls thoſe 
that wear it, and theyalways complain. Lewis the 
XIVth cuts Throats with a Feather, and draws 
Teeth without Pain. Bavaria is ruin'd, his Bro- 
ther undone, and yet they are in Love with their 
Chains, and ſeem to laugh at their own Deſtru- 
Qion. Mind what Loads he has laid on his Peo- 
ple, and how merrily they have carry'd 'em 
along hitherto, nay even when their Backs have WM the 
been broke, and they actually drop down under WM Rio 
the Burden, you may ſtill hear *em, as if he had tha 
bewitch'd 'em, ſing his Praiſes in the midſt of WM ney 
their Afflictions. Some Nations are in Politicks, - 
what Galenifts are in Phy ſick ; they fill their Fa- 
tients with large Potions, turn their Stomachs 
with nauſeous Dreuches, and ply 'em with big- 
ger Boluſſes than they are able to ſwallow, and 
ail to little Purpoſe, but to enrich their favon 
rite Apothecaries ; whilſt the French King is 4 
refia'd Chymiſt, who with a ſmall Pill and a fe 
Drop», that are hardly felt in going down, and 
yet ofa wonderful Operation in the Body, curc 
the moſt dangerous, as well as the moſt inveterat 
Diſtempers. What ſtrange Alterations has : 
| | oo made 


— Coe, 
made in all the Courts of Europe, with only two 
Medicines, his Aurum potabile, and his Tincture 
of Vit d o 
Ant. I don't underſtand you, Aunt. 
Luc. I mean Bribery and lulling aſleep. | 
Ant, If what you ſay, be true, it is ſtrange 
that a great many People ſhould think him ſo of- 
ten miſtaken ! a Ex 3 
Luc. The ſureſt way of judging of Politicks, 
is as Ido of my Orchard. My Gardener under- 
ſtands the Weather very well, foretells me what 
Winds will be blaſting, or bring the black Fly; 
which will produce Worms and Caterpillars : 
Sometimes he ſcratches hes Head, and crys no. 
Fruit at all, our Orchard won't hit this Year : 
Three or Four' Days after, perhaps he changes 
his Note, and believes we ſhall have a pretty 
Sprinkling for all that, At other Years I have 
heard him ſay, if the Spring keeps thus backward 
- ve ſhall have a World of Fruit; and all the while 
the Trees are in Bloſſom, he is full of his Predi- 
ctions, in which he often gueſſes wrong; and J 
that know very little of all thoſe Things, am 
never deceiv'd. | 1 . 
Ant. That's a Riddle to me. ez 
Luc. 1 never ſay or think any Thing of it be- 
fore the Fruit is ripe, but when they gather ir, 
| have it meaſur'd, and'then I can tell you what 
there is to half a Peck. BY 
Ale That is a very ſure Method, I con- 
feſs. o 5 | 
Luc. Examine into the Power of France, when 
Lewis the XIVth came to the I hrone, what it 
was in regard of the other Powers of Europe, 
that were either equal or ſuperior to it; after- 
wards ſeg what it is now, in proportion af 
= * : thoſe 
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thoſe ſame Powers, and then judge of his Poli- 
ticks. ö Run een von K Ii s 

Ant. But I would have you tell me, Aunt, 
ſince the Kingdom of France is in that wretched 
Condition, and is like to he worſe and worſe 
every Day, what his Subjects are the betreror 
— Wiſdom, and in what their Bappineſs con- 
ILITS © 8 im 0. 
Luc. I never told you that the King was wiſe, 
for Nobody can ſay ſo, but har is good, and 
that he never was; nor did lever ſay, his Sub- 
jeas were happy, becauſe could never think 
that Slaves were ſo- But in orges.to anſwer you 
to what you ſeem to lay the greateſt Streſs upon, 
the miſerable Poverty of the loweſt Rank of Peo- 
ple in France, I muſt tell you, that the Subordi- 
nations of the Degrees of People, differ in every 
Nation, according to the Degrees of Liberty 
they enjoy. As for Example: In France there 
is a vaſt Diſtance between the-Nobility and the 
Gentry ; in Holland there is none at all, not ſo 
much as in. the Language; with us, that area 
Mixture of Monarchy and Commonwealth toge- 
ther, tho' there is a great difference, the Top 
of the Gentry converſe · with the Nohility; a 
Gentleman here ſpeaks to a Peer with his Hat 
on, goes to the Tavern, and pays his Club; but 
in France there is no ſuch Thing. What 1 ſay of 
the Nobility and Gentry, you muſt underſtand 
of all the ſeveral Degrees of People, from the 
Sovereign to the Beggar. - 

Ant. If that be true, then in Holland there is 
no difference between the Sovereign and: the 
Beggar. 5 5 

Luc. I'll tell you how there is not; the com- 

mon People in #ze{lard, tho they ſtand in -=_ 


_ Ton} —_ 
Awe of their Magiſtrates, hardly ever ſhew *em 
any Reſpect, unleſs they are known by em, but 
in Execution of their Offices, when they are be- 
fore em and can't help it. The Notion they 
have of Liberty makes em ſo proud, that the 
ordinary Man thinks himſelf as good as the beſt 
in the Land; and knowing that all are ſubjeQ to 
the ſame Laws, naturally ſcorns to pay any Ho- 
mage to Men that by their Birth have no Prero- 
gative over nim. | 

Ant. And don't this make 'em very ſawey? 

Luc. Intollerably. France is the Reverſe of 
Holland, and the People of the loweſt Rank are 
as fawning Slaves of the firſt as they are unman- 
nerly Brutes of the latter. We are between 
both, and our Mobility, though they are not ſo 
civil as the one, yet they are leſs rude than the 
other. A, Porter that carries a Burden here, 
cries, Have a Care; if he ſees a Gentleman, per- 


Holland, à Fellow very often without giving ye 
warning, will trundle a Wheel barrow againſt 


ſtanding out of the Way. In France, the Coun- 
ty People are very obliging, as well as ſubmiſſive 
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© Wh the Geatry ; they'll often pull off their Hats a 


C good while before you come to em, and ftand 
out of your Way in a great deal of Humility, 
d Will you are paſs'd by: But the Dusch Boors, va- 
e Wing themſelves upon what they ſave, by being 
_ benurious, have a Hatred and Averhon to 
1s 8 Thing that ſeems more civiliz d than them- 
c Wiiclves. 73 

Ant, What is all this to our Purpoſe? 


al 79 4 \ 5 Lus. 


haps he*ll - ſay, With your Leave, Sir; But in 


your Legs, and afterwards ſcold at you tor not 


Pa) 


Luc. More than you imagine. Where the 


Poor ſet ſucha ſmall Value upon themſelves, and 


eſteem the better Sort far above their own 
Rank, it muſt follow, that they will work much 
cheaper, and be contented to live much meaner 
than where they are ſo haught̃x. 
Ant. | have often heard, that the ordinary 
People live no where better than here; and yet 
you ſay, that our Mob is not quite ſo inſolent 
as that of the Dutch, then, How can the living 
well of the Poor be a Conſequence of their Haugb- 
. e ee . 
Tuc. If you ſpeak of near London, or the great 
Towns and plentiful Counties of England, you 
are in the right; or elſe in ſome Parts of Great 
Britain, the Poor live very indifferently, and yet 
better than in ſeveral Parts of France, that arc 
more plentiful. When in judging of the De- 
grees of People, you would compare two Coun- 
tries together, you ſhould always examine what 
Proportion the one bears to the other. Th: 
Dutch perhaps have more Money than we, but 
they have no Land, nor Plenty, in Compariſonte 
us; and if they wereleſs induftrions and ſaving 
they could not make ſuch a Figure in the World 
as they do. But how numerous and powerfu 
ſoever they appear, we are a greater and riche 
Nation by abundance than they. 
Ant. Then you would ſay, we ought not t 
compare the Dutch Poor to ours, unleſs there wi 
the ſame Plenty in Holland, that is here. 
Luc. I would ſo; and then their ordinar 
People would far overtop ours, becauſe that D 
Rane between the Degrees of People, which 
poke of before, is every way leſs in Commo! 
Wealths, than it is in Kingdoms, and yet ne 
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ſo great in Limited Monarchies, as it is in thoſe 
that are Arbitrary. | | RE 
Ant. But how could you prove, that the 
Poor in Holland, if they had our plenty, for the 
Reaſon you alledge, would live better than our 
re do here? I believe that's only a Suppo- 
ſition. ü e 
Luc. But Ell ſnew you that it is more than pro- 
bable ; the loweſt Rank of People here, only 
fare better as to their Diet, but the fame Sort 
of People in Holland, even as they are now, 
outdo ours in every Thing elſe ; they are bet- 
ter ſtock'd in Cloaths, though they are more 
ſaving of 'em, and always more tight and neat; 
never ſo ragged nor ſo greaſy as moſt of our or- 
dinary People are in their daily Dreſs, they 
have more Furniture and Utenſils about them, 
and Things look more decent and becoming in 
their Houſes and Lodgings, though they are 
never {o low or ſo little. Moſt of/em are ſel- 
dom ſo poor, but they have a ſmall Hoard of 
Money or Money's Worth, to go to in time of 
Need; beſides, they could eat and drink better, 
if they would be as little provident as they are 
here, The Poor in Holland are very well paid 
for their Labour, and in Proportion to the 
Gains and Sallaries of the better Sort. far outſtrip 
= our Poor here. A Counſellor's Fee is three 
t tl Shillings, a Phyſician can hardly demand one; 
will and yet a Porter earns his two Pence, and his 
Six Pence at Amſterdam, as ſoon as they do at 
ar London. En 590 | 
DI Ant. Von have hitherto been very obſcure, 
Aunt, to my thinking; but now 1 hegin to un- 
gerſtand what you drive at. Wn 


_ 
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Lu. Let me hear ou. 
Ant. Vou are of Opinion, that where Nati- 
ons are equal in Riches and Plenty, the loweſt 
Rank of People will not be ſo poor in a Com- 
monwealth, as in a Kingdom; and that they 
muſt ſtill be more ſuperlatively mean in an Ab - 
ſolute, than in a Limited Monarchy. . 
Luc. That is my Meaning indeed; and by 
that you'll find how filly People are, that from 
the wretched Condition of the loweſt Part of the 
People of France, conclude the Poverty of the 
whole; they don't conſider, that if the under 
Part of a Nation, where the Power is lodg'd in 
one, be fo abjectly mean, the upper Part again 
is of a more towring Grandeur. When Fance 
was in its moſt flouriſhing Condition, the Coun- 
try People were always poor: It had been well 
for Europe, if the Wealth of France had been 
more equally divided among all the Subjects, and 
the Country People had liv'd as well as our Far- 
mers and Yeomen do here. { 
an) Why, Antſ⁵! ji 30 SG) 
Luc. Becauſe then the French King could ne- 
ver have rais'd ſuch Swarms of Soldiers, to keep 
ſo many Armies on Foot; nor fo ſoon found 
ſufficient Recruits after ſuch great Defeats and 
Loſles as he has ſuſtain'd. 2:18 
1 But I thought Money was the Sinew of 
— 6 RB 
Luc, It is ſo; and he has had a prodigious 
Plenty of that too. But when our late King: 
of glorious Memory, made that powerful Alli- 
ance againſt him, his Money conld never have 
found him Men enough Abroad to hold out, 
and ſupply ſo many deſtructive Campaigns, and 
would have truckl'd to us long ago, if it po 
bk pO not 
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not been for the vaſt Numbers he had at Home. 
The Kingdom 1s very large, the opulent Cities 
very many, and the Towns of Note very nume- 
rous ; their haughty Monarch by being arbitra- 
ry, rather ador'd than honour'd ; the Pomp in 
which he is ſerv'd, is anſwerable to his Pride. 
The Princes of the Blood likewiſe keep magnifi- 
cent Courts: Abundance of the Nobility, the 
Clergy, as well as the Laity, have Princely Re- 
venues, and live up to the Height of em; 
throughout the Kingdom, there are a great ma. 
ny over-grown rich People, that live in Splen- 
dor and Luxury; the Gentry of all the Provin- 
ces in the Country as well as the City, follow 
the Extravagancy of the Court to the utmoſt 
of their Abilities. What Multitudes of Trade 
men. and Artificers muſt this not employ, in 
every Corner? And the whole being inſpir'd 
vith the ſame. Gayety and Ficklenefs in their 
 Faſhions,, is it poſſible but this muſt, without 
conſidering any Foreign Trade, occaſion an 
ere Circulation of Money among them- 
5 ele g,, if es 13 23 i Ls bop 4 
| Ant. You talk of Gayety and, Luxury, moſt 
| 1 the French that 1 know, are very milera- 

E ON. "nd On 
| Luc. You muſt never judge of People out of 
their own Country; beſides. the Alteration it 
often makes in their Circumſtances, they ſeldom 
bave/ the ſame Things they were us'd to; and 
conſequently are forc'd to change their whole 
manner of Living. The Dutch are, without doubt, 
a cleanly People; but you would not think fo, 
If you was to examine them at St. Catharine's, 
There may be à great many Miſers in France, 
but ſo there are Spend thrifts in Holland, but 
I E p Axarice 


wv. 
| Avarice is no more the Country Vice of the 
one, than Laviſhneſs is of the other; and the 
firſt is as much pointed at and ridicul'd in a plen- 
tiful Country, where, there is an abſolute Mo- 
narchy, as the latter is diſcountenanc'd in a 
Commonwealth, where they have little of their 
own Growth, * of = RN 


Ant. Then how muſt we jud ge of our ſelves? 


Luc. By the fame Rule. In our Government 
we have a Mixture of a Kingdom and a Repub- 
lick ; we have a larger if not a more fruitful 
Country, and a greater Product of our own, 
than the Dutch; and yet we want Oil, Wine, 
and ſeveral other Things, which the French a- 
bound in; and therefore the Conſequence is, 
that for the Generality we are not ſo provident 
5 the one, and leſs extravagant than the o- 
Wer. V». A 

Ant. Then by what I can hear, the Durch are 

:ovetous and careful, we free and unthinking, 

and the French profuſe and mad. 
Luc. The Expreſſions are a little harſh, but 
if you ſoften 'em a little, it is thereabouts. 

Ant. But why ſhould People, under an Arbitra- 
ry Government, be more laviſh of their Money, 
Than any other? WER S 

Luc. Perhaps for the very Reaſon that pro- 
feſs'd Gameſters are generally the ſame, becauſe 
they know the Uncertainty of keeping it; or 
elſe from that which always has had ſo great an 

Influence upon thę Actions of the People, the 
Example of the Sovereign, and the French, for 
a great many Years, have had a rare Pattern. 
Lewis the XIVth has led his Money a weary Life, 
and his Piſtoles have travell'd thro' all the Courts 
of Europe. WWS 
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Ant. 1 confeſs that I have heard much of the 
French Piſtoles. OY . 
Luc. Ves, Niece, they have not ſtopp'd at Mi- 
niſters of State, but brib'd even Monarchs them- 
ſelves to act againſt theit own Intereſt, and whole 
Nations have groan'd under the Weight of his 
irreſiſtible Gold. All this was ſpent out of his 
own Country, but let us ſee whether he has been 
more frugal at Home, and conſider the innume- 
rable Rewards he has given to his own Subjects, 
Monſieur Colbert left his Family 6e Millions of 
Livres; to Monfieur de Louvois he gave the 
whole Revenne of the general Poſt- Office of 
France, which yearly brought in ſeveral Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds Sterling. £ 
Ant. Now I ſuppoſe you'll come to his im- 
proving of all Arts and Sciences, the Beauty of 
the Language, and the Excellency of their Po- 
etry; but I muſt beg your Pardon, I can't en- 
dure to hear any more in Praiſe of the French, 
unleſs I was fore able to anſwer you. I am 
very well ſatisfy'd, that I have heard great 
Judges ſay, that our Language is as copious, our 
Phraſe more compendious than theirs, and that 
the beſt of our Engliſh Poets exceed the. beſt of 
the French, both in Wit, and Strength of Ex- 
preſſions. 55 „ . 
Luc. A true born Engliſh Woman indeed; I 
love your Company, Antonia, and I would not 
have ſaid half ſo much, if l had thougbt the Sub- 
jet diſpleas'd you: I ſhall only tell you an Ob- 
ſervation I have made, and then I have done. 
The Generality of all Nations think their own 
Language the beſt, but in what Part of the Na- 


tion do you think the common People, and even 


the little Children, ſpeak beſt? - 


Ant. 
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Ant. I ſhould think near the Court: 


Luc. Tis true, and conſequently the niceſt 


Judges of Language are at the Courts. This 
eing granted, if all the Courts of Europe ſhould 
eak Engliſh, would you not think that a ve- 


ry good Argument of its being the beſt Lan- 
guage ? A ey Ie 


Ant. There might be other Reaſons. ; 
Luc. I am ſure they would offend: you more, 


and fo no more of that. As to the next, it is 


very difficult to judge of Poetry in two Langua- 


ges, for two Reaſons; the firſt is, that there is 


not one in ten Thouſand that ever attains to 
that Perfection in another Language, as to un- 


derſtand the Beauties of it, as well as he does 


thoſe of his own. The ſecond is, becauſe the 
Rules of Poetry in two Countries, according to 


_ the ſeveral Humours of Nations, are ſometimes 
as different as the Languages themſelves, ſo that 


the Faults of the one, are often Beauties in the 
other; and it is next to an Impoffibility, that 
People ſhould like, even to Fond neſs, what they 
have been us'd to, and at the ſame time be as 
much pleas'd with what runs quite contrary to 
it. Take an Enoliſh Man that underſtands 
French enough to tranſlate from it, with now 
and then the Help of a Dictionary; ſuppoſe him 


to meet with a celebrated Poem in that Lan- 


guage, being a Stranger to the Elegancy, as 


well as the Gravity and Eaſineſs of the Diction, 


all his Aim is, to know what he calls the intrin- 
ſick Value of it, the Meaning: So, having rough- 
ly hammer'd out the Senſe, he likes it extraor- 
dinary well; but as he ruminates upon it, ſome 
witty Flights jumping into his Head upon the 
Occaſion, he blames the French Man for not 

5 having 
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having made the beſt of ſo fine a Thought, with- 
out conſidering, that according to the different 


Rules, what may be very apropos in Engliſs, 
would have been as unſeaſonable in the French: 
Infpir'd by Wit, the Darling of his Country, he 
reſolyes upon an Imitation, and happily renders 
En 4, of every Thought into good Engliſh 
eMe. : | 
Ant. 1 thought that was call'd Tranſlating. 
Luc. It onght to be ſo, but when People have 


a mind to take all the Benefit of a Tranſlation, 


without being ty'd to its Strictneſs, they axe 
pleas'd to call it Imitation, tho” in reality it is 
neither. This Verſe, we'll ſuppoſe to be extra- 
ordinary well writ, but yet inferior to the Ori- 
ginal. If both theſe Poems are ſhewn to an En- 
gliſn Critick, of the ſame - Abilities, as to the 
French, with the former, firſt he takes the French, 


and as ſoon as he has made himſelf Maſter of 
what it means, he is likewiſe highly pleasd with 


the Fancy: But coming to. the Engliſh, if the 
Thought gave a Pleaſure to his Mind, when it 
was yet wrapt up in Ornaments, which were 
Clouds to him, and he but dimly ſaw it, it is 
natural to think, that when it is not only ſet in 
full View, but likewiſe adorn'd with Beauties he 
is fond of, it wil} more affect and ſtrike him to 
the Quick; and let him ſtudy to be as impartial 
as is poſſible, the Up-ſhot muſt be this; the 
Thought, ſays he, is good, and. owing to the 
French, but it is beyond diſpute, that the En- 
zliſh has far outdone the Original. I do not ſay, 
neither do 1 think, that our Poetry is interior 
to the French: What I would have you know is, 


that though Perſons are never ſo well qualify'd, 
| | 35 there 
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agree with young Ladies, Antonia? 
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there is no comparing of em together, becauſe I. 
the Beauties are ſo different. . 115 
Ant. I find you think it fooliſh for us to judge ; 
of their Poetry; but why are they leſs to blame 
for deſpiſing ours? 5 7 
Tuc. I don't think they are, but rather more, ¶ go 
becauſe few of their Criticks of Note, ever trou- ¶ ne 
bled their Heads half ſo much with our Lan- nat 
uage, as a gteat many of ours, that underſtood W... 


French, have ſtudy'd theirs: But one Thing 
they are to be comniended for, that as they rab 
find fault with our Poetry, they never ſteal from 


it; but one of our beſt Poets always ſpoke very 4" 
much againſt the French, and yet took moſt of or 
his Plots and Characters from them: And once To 


having borrow'd from a certain Tragedy of 
theirs, all what belongs to Judgement or In- 
vention, he made a very good Engliſh Play: It 
was acted with Applauſe, the Copy fold ata 
high Rate ; and yet in the Preface, his Wit 
got ſo much the upper hand of his good Nature, 
that he could not forbear railing at the Foreig- 
ner, to whom he ow'd his Succeſs, l had do De- 
ſign to ſpeak of Poetry at all, but that you men- 
Ant. What you ſaid of that, I can bear well 
enough, as long as you believe ours equal to 
theirs; but I cannot abide to hear my own 
Country revil'd, of which 1 feel the Love 6 
warm about me. 1 
Luc. What Weakneſs you ſhew, I'll tell you 
hereafter; but don't you ſee how little Politicks 


Ant. | muſt own, that much of 'em would 
ſoon tire me, and ſomething that is more de 


lightful 
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ſc nghtful, and requires leſs Attention, ſuit my 
Homour d 8 5 
Luc. What ſay you to a diverting Story? 
* Ant. As much of that as you pleaſe. 

Luc. A Nobleman of ancient Family, in a 
flouriſhing Kingdom, was left Heir to an im- 
u nenſe Eſtate, both in Land and Money. Bis 
1” natural Parts, and the Improvements of Edu- 
cation, had render'd him, before he was come 
5 o Age, a Man of polite Learning, and ad mi- 
rable Senſe : As ſoon as he was Twenty one, he 
m vas reſolv'd to ſhew the World, by living up 
4 to the Grandeur of his Wealth, that he was 
0 Worthy of ſuch princely Revenues. Upon the 
Top of a ſmall Hill, in a Gravel Ground, with- 
in two Miles of a fine River, on the North - ſide 
of it, he built a magnificent Palace, about Fif- 
teen Miles from a populous City. The main 
Building was Stone, with a noble Frontiſpiece, 
and the two Wings of Brick. An exact Regu- 


= arity was obſery'd without, and nothing but 
4. Conveniency within. In the great Hall, two 


large Chimnies and a Stai:>Caſe, were of Mar- 
ble, and the Pavement of the ſame. The Wains 
cot was plain and ſtrong, with ſturdy broad 


vel W:::ches round it, and the huge Grates as 
0 Well as the Backs of the Chimnies, were only 
= painted black, It would take up a Twelve- 


month to deſcribe every Room in the Honſe 3; 
| ſhall only tell you, that the chief Ornament 
df the lower Rooms, was Hiſtory-paiating ia 
rſt Pannels, fixd to the Walls and ſome ex- 
raordinary Pieces of Tapeſtry. The Bcd Cham- 
bers were richly hung, and ſeveral of them bad 
llver Bearths, Sconces, and Tables, As he 
Was a great Lover of painting, he had a fine 
1 — Collection 


| ſmalleſt were diſtributed in ſeveral Cloſets, and 


was his Library: It was a large, ſquare, lofty 
Room; round it touching the Cieling, were fit- 


they were ſo many Heads of Men, that had been 


had none but what were valuable. the beſt Editi- 
ons of every Thing, and no Work uncompleat. 


to the loweſt, all his Servants were ſo well cho- 
Ton, that you might almoſt ſee in their Faces 
what Places they belong'd to. 


you: His Steward was a grave and aff:ble Man, 


been us'd to a Multiplicity of Buſineſs. His 


Collection of Italian, and other Originals; the 


the largeſt made a gloxious Shew upon the 
Stair- Caſes. Of Looking-glaſſes, Cabinet. work, 
Carving, and Gilding, there was a prodigious 
Quantity. But though the Furniture was of an 
ineſtimable Value, yet the judicious Fancy of 
the Maſter, ſo conſpicuous thro? the whole, was 
more ſurpriſing than all the reſt. In the Dreſ: 
ſing Room of his own Apartment, was a Door 
that open'd into'a Gallery, at the end of which 


ty fine Pieces of Limning in black Ebony Frames; 


famous for Learning; where they ended the 
Books began, and reach'd to the Bottom; he 


Bis Library-keeper was a well bred Man, of 


indifferent Learning, that nnderſtood the Prices 
and Title- Pages o Books, better than their 
Inſides, and look'd more like a brisk Bookſeller, 


than a Pedant: He had a great many Gentle- 
men that waited on him, and from the highcſ 


upon their Foreheads. V 
Luc. You won't allow of a Figure I ſee, bit 
to be more plain, VII deſcribe ſome of them to 


Ant. That's ſtrange indeed, unleſs it was writ 


that without hurrying himſelf or others, had 


Secretary, Was in Reality, a Man of Senſe and 
ä  _ "Solidity, 


oh; T4): 
Solldity, and in Appearance a Rattle. His 
Gentleman of the Horſe was ſlender, and well 
ſhap'd, airy in his Mein, and proud in his 

Dreſs. 5 EPS. 5 5 5 a | 
Ant. But why don't you ſay what Parts he had, 
as well as you did of the others ? et 0 
Luc, Becauſe twas no great Matter. As to 
his meaner Servants, his Footmen were neat, 
brisk, and clever. His Coachmen were always 
jolly-look'd Fellows, that fill'd the Box, and 
hated drinking. His Grooms were all. Farriers, 
and underſtood Horſes better than Men. His 
Park-keepers were ſturdy and ill-natur'd ; bur 
his Cooks were cleanly and tractable; and ſo on 
with the reſt. The Wages be gave em, were 
extraordinary, but the leaſt Fault twice commit- 

ed, turn'd them off. _ 5 

Ant. I ſhould be glad to hear ſome more of 
their Characters. 5 
Luc. It would be too tedious to tell them you 
all; I only nam'd a few to let you know how 
nice he was in his Choice. . But of all what he 
had about him, I lik'd nothing ſo well, as his 
keeping a dozen of Gentlemen, all learned, wit- 
ty and facetious Men, that excell'd every one 
in ſomething or other. Amongſt them, he had 
Lawyers, Phyſicians, Poets, Hiſtorians, Na- 
turaliſts, Mathematicians, great Travellers ; and 
the whole made a compleat Body of Learn- 
Ing. Ds, "OY a 
Ant. What was their Buſineſs? 1 
Luc. To do what they pleas'd, but always 
Six or more to be within Call : All the reſt of 
his Domeſticks ſtood at a great Diſtance from 
him, only theſe he treated as his Companions; 
they were all ſingle Men, had every one a Foot- 
| . M 2 man 


A ar. 
man, and a couple of Horſes kept them, with a 
Salary of 300 J. a Year, beſides a fine Apart- 
ment, and a ſplendid Proviſion for all the Ne- 
ceflaries of Life. The ſix that were not in 
waiting. had always two Coaches to attend 
**m, and made a Journey, at leaſt once a Week, 
to the great City; when they came there, they 


diſpers'd themſelves, and every one went about 


what Buſineſs he fancy d moſt; not forgetting 
the Bookſeller's Shops, Coffee-Houſes, and o- 
ther Places of publick Reſort, where Gentle 
men might be inform'd of what was worth 
knowing. One, perhaps, taking delight in 
downright Learning, minded nothing but Hi- 
ſtory and Antiquity. A ſecond being more gay, 
enquir'd after Plays and Operas, and only re- 
gaided Muſick or Poetry. A third was always 
employ'd in Chymiſtry or Botany. Some ſtudy- 
ing Nature it ſelf, were for Experimental Phi- 
loſophy: Whilſt others had no mind to try any 
thing but Pleaſure, and belong'd to ſeveral Clubs 
of jovial Gentlemen, made Mirth their only 
Bulineſs. In theſe, they chiefly diſcours'd of 
delightful Novels, merry Stories, and well in- 
vented Tales. Some excell'd.in Repartee and 
witty Sayings. Others were eminent for Epi- 
grams and odd Inſcriptions. And ſeveral of 'em 
were not only famous for pleaſant Remarks up- 
on the Accidents of human Life, but likewiſe 
facetiouſly good humour'd in entertaining their 
Friends with the diverting Paſſages they re- 
member'd. The Gentlemen that were of the 
Lord's Retinue, commonly let out early in the 
Morning, and came back toward the Evening 
of the next Day. When they were at Home, 
they ſpent their Time all the Forenoon in the 

- - ſeveral 
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ſeveral Studies to which their Inclinations led 
'em, and the reſt of the day, partly in profita- 
ble Confabulations among one another, partly in 
receiving and diſcourſing with Strangers, and 
thoſe that came to ſee them; every one, the 
Merry as well as the more Serious, ſetting con- 

s ſtantly down whatever they met with in their 
Way worth Obſervation ; and the witty Anſwer 
of a Child, or the innocent Saying of a Plow man, 
if there was but ſomething extraordinary in 
them, were writ down as eagerly by ſome, as 
by others the principal State-Maxims of any 
Emperor's Reign: They had what Wines they 
pleas'd, and two Tables allow'd them with great 
Varieties, and ſeveral Officers to ſerve them; 


: to which, as well as the great Library, all Gen- 
tlemen had Acceſs. Nothing was made more 
- of, than Strangers of Parts : As ſoon as they 
were found to be ſuch. they were deſired to 


ſtay, and treated moſt deliciouſly. If any that 
excell'd in ſomething, happen'd (beſides rhe 
F other Endowments) to be of an agreeable Tem- 
per, and refin'd Education, his Lordſhip was 
4 acquainted with it pretently. Nobody, whoſe 
| Mind was well dreſs'd, was leſs welcome for 
the Meanneſs of his Habit; and a new Suit 
of-Cloaths, with halt a Score Guineas, was the 
A leaſt Preſent, that in a free and obliging Man- 
By ner, was offer d to thoſe that itood in need of 
i. | 
3k Ant. Then I ſuppoſe this Lord had abundance 
of ſuch Cuſtomers. 1 5 
: Luc. Not many, for this was only done to 
> Leſerving People; as for thoſ that becauſe they 
wore a black Gown, and underſtood a little or- 
dinary Latin, call'd them] / es >cholars, and 
. . | were 


Roo, | 
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were poor both Ways, they were very little re- 
garded, made ſeldom more than two Meals 
there, and if they begg'd it, had halfa Crown 


given them at their Departure. About ſix at 
Night, their Afecenas was us'd to ſend for three 
or four of his Gentlemen, whom he choſe accor- 
ding to the Humour he was in, and fo for four 
or five Hours was diverted with nothing but the 
Flower and Quiateſſence of Learning and Con- 
verſation. By his Evening Recreation, judge of 
the reſt, for all his Diver ſions were anſwerable 
one to the other. And don't you think now, 
Niece, that this Nobleman had a tollerable good 
Reliſh ? 

Ant. 1 think ſo well of 1 that I wiſh you 
could help me to ſuch a Husband. 

Luc. Take Care you don't repent. Thus he 
Jiv'd for Twenty Years, courteous, and good 
humour'd, charitable to the Poor, generous to 
Merit, and a very good Paymaſter to all he em- 
ploy'd, Plenty reign'd in his Family, yet none, 
though much leſs, was better order'd, and every 
Servant growing rich in his station, by his 
Purſe could ſnew the Munificence of his Maſter. 
Vou'll wonder, perhaps, when I tell you th t the 
bottom of all rhis was Pride! 


Ant. Yet it was commendable, as long as ſo 


many receiv'd the Benefit of it! 
Luc. When he thought he had ſufficiently 
convinc'd the World of the Excellency of his 
Taſte, he grew weary of all this Regularity, 
and ſuddenly bending his Pleaſures another 
Way, and giving himſelf over to Women and 
Gaming, became Vicious with the ſame Applica- 
tion he had always ſhewn in whatever he took in 
Hand, In Five Years s Haney all his Eſtate was mort- 


bas d. 
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gag d, his Palace out of Repair; and when he 
began to want Money, firſt he employ d one of 
his Retinue, of whom he had already borrow'd 
what he had, upon a Promiſe ot a very high In- 
tereſt, to wheedle all the reſt out of the Mo- 
ney they had laid up in his Service; then went 
his Plate, and the. fine Collections of Books and 
pictures were parted with, without any Regret, 
till nothing being able to maintain his Courſe 
of Life, himſelf was deeply in debt, his-Kitchin 
without Fire, and his truſty Servants ready to 
ſtarve. By what I have ſaid it is manifeſt, that 
the Reaſon this Great Man had, for the beſt 
of his Actions, was not becauſe they were good, 
but becauſe they contributed to his Pleaſure; * 
he made his Servants rich, becauſe it confiſted 
with his Greatneſs, and had never thought of 
hy Happineſs, but as it was ſerviceable to his 
kride?: V 7 | 

Ant. I like the firſt Part of the Story very 
» ]Wvell, but the Turn of it ſeems to be very maii- 
/ Whcious : If there ever was ſuch. a one, he muſt be 
S Whibominated ; but I can hardly think a Man of 
that exquiſite Senſe could ever be guilty of the 
e Whatter Par. | RY 0 
Lac. But ſuppoſe there was ſuch a one, I would 
o abominate him as much as you; but in railing at 
| lim, could you ſay he was an ignorant Block- 
bead, and a forry Fellow, that underſtood nothing 
is of the World, and never had known what it was 
„bo keep a good Houle ? news "ae3 a. 
5 Aut. No, For what Vice ſoever he was guil- 
d Wt) of, there was no doubt but he that had given 
2- ach Demonſtrations of his Skill and Fancy, and 
in bor ſo many Years us'd ſuch uncommon Methods 


t 
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of improving himſelf, muſt be a Man of prodigi- | 


ous Parts. | N 

Tuc. I thank you, Antonia. Tack this Noble- 
man to the King of France, and what I told you 
ot the Servants of theone, apply to the Subjects 
ot the other. 5 i 


Ant. Then they are miſerable, and little be. 


holden to their Sovereign. 
Luc. 1 am of your Opinion, but what would 
"you fay-of their King 
Ant. Good and Evil both; I could ſpeak 
of the firſt with a great Affection, and indeed 
I could” allow the French King all the Skill 
and Cunning you have ſet him off with, if I could 
but think that for all that, you hated him as 
much as 1 would do this Nobleman with all his 
good Qualities. | 
Tuc. Doubt not but that I do, and much more, 
but the King of France can never be made lower 
by being rail'd at. I wiſh all that were able, 
were as willing as I, and Taxes ſhould be conti- 
nu'd or doubl d, if it was requiſite, one fix Years 
longer, to humble his infolent Haughtinels. 
Can any one love Liberty, and not abhor that 
harden'd Monſter of Ambition ? To whom the 
greateſt Loſſes and Calamities of his Friends, 
are not unwelcome, if they can but advance his 
Glory. That arbitrary Fiend, that knowing 
himſelf to be the Cauſe of War and Famine, be- 
holds the Miſeries of his own People with leſß 
Concern than you can ſee a Play; the Bane of 
Mankind, that can draw whole Schemes of the 
Deſtruction and Devaſtation of flouriſhing Ct 
ties and plentiful Countries, with the ſame 
Tranquility as | can play a Game at Cheſs ; and 
jt it bur contributes to his gigantick Aim, 
9 7 | „„ eſteeming 


6) 
eſteeming the Lives of a Hundred Thouſand of 
the moſt faithful of his Subjects, no more than - 
value the loſing of a ſingle Pawa, if it forwards ' 
my Deſign upon your Game. ry 
Ant. Now, Aunt, you have gain'd my Heart 
intirely ; and Pl own, that the King of Fance 
is the greateſt King that ever reign'd, to all that 
will lend a Hand to pull him down. But I be- 
lievg Supper is ready, for there I ſee Tom coming 
to call us. ie. 
Luc. lam very well pleas'd I have convinc'd 
you at laſt, without offending you. Come let us 
Ob. 5 
, Ant. Yes, Aunt ; I wait on you, 
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Lucinda and Antonia. 


4 


Antonia, II is impoſſible, Aunt, a Woman that 


13 is really vertuous, and remains ſo, 
ſhould loſe her Honour, unleſs ſhe be raviſh'd ; 
and then 'tis a Queſtion, whether ſhe loſes it or 
not. | 55 
Lucinda. There is no doubt, but a Woman 
that is murder'd, loſes her Life as much as ſhe 
that dies of a Fever. But that is not the Thing 
I am ſpeaking of: What | ſay is, that no Wo- 
man, tho' of the moſt exemplary Virtue, is able 


to withſtand the Treachery of ſome Men; if 
once ſhe abandons that Fear, which is fo neceſ- 


{ary for her Protection, and thinking herſelf ſe- 
cure, ceaſes to be upon her Guard Oh! Anto- 
nia, I could give you ſuch a ſad Inſtance of, one, 
that only for want of apprehending the Danger, 
without being raviſh'd, was robb'd of her Ho- 
nour; one whoſe Conduct yourſelf ſhall not be 


Vertue 


able to blame, even the Moment ſhe loſt it, w hoſe 


* 
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Vertye had been often try'd, and could never be 
faid to have left her. „„ 15 00 
N Ant. That's ſtrange indeed; and if you pleaſe 


to tell me her Hiſtory, 1 ſhall hearken with 


great Attention. 1 
Luc. I will, but take Care not to interrupt me 


ſo often as you us'd to do, or elſe I can't finiſn 
it before Supper. 


Ant. I won't indeed, Aunt. _ 2 * 55 
Luc. About the middle of Auguſt, after the 
Diverſion of Stag- hunting, the Duke of B- 5 


with five or ſix of his Attendance, was riding a 
Foot-pace towards a Gentleman's Seat, whom he 
tad promis'd the Honour of his Companyat Din-. 


the Houſe, which was pleaſantly ſituated on a 
riſing Ground, about three Miles from Guilford. 
in Surrey, he ſaw through a By-Lane, a Horſe 


Centlewoman, that not being able to govern it, 
did what ſhe could to keep her Seat. The 
Duke and thoſe that were with him, poſted. 
themſelves at the 


| trance of the Lane, where 
ge the Horſe being ſtopt in his Career, flew aſide, 
18 leapt the Hedge, and left his Rider behind bim, 
o. (s ſoon as ſhe was come to the Ground, two of 
le the Gentlemen made what Haſte they could to 
if ber Aſſiſtance; hut ſhe was too nimble for them, 


Hulhes had painted her Cheeks with a e 
„ up red. 


ner. Being advanc'd within a Musket Shot of 


coming full Speed, and upon it a very young 


and got upon her Feet before they could come ta 
ler. When ſhe was yet on Horſeback, the. 
fright ſhe was in, had made her look as pale 
is Death; but being conſcious, that in the Fall 
ſhe had difcover'd one of her Legs, at leaſt as. 
ar as her Knee, and finding herlelf alone, a- 
moag ſo. many Men, when ſhe look'd up, her 
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CREE 
red. The Violence of the Motion had made her 
loſe all her Head-cloths, and her long coal-black 
Hair, of which ſhe had ahundance, playing looſe- 
ly about, almoſt cover'd her Back and Shoulders. 
Nothing could be whiter than her Skin, and her 
Eyes had ſomething in them ſo ſprightly and 
engaging, that the Duke, beholding her in this 
careleſs Poſture, thought he had never ſeen any 
Thing ſo charming before ; and having order'd 


two of his Grooms to catch her Horſe, entreat- 


ed her to take ſome Refreſhment at the next 
Houſe. She took a large Handkerchief out of 
her Pocket, ty'd it about her Head, and having 
tuck'd up, and hid as much of her Hair as ſhe 
could, obliginglyaccepted of the Offer that was 
made her. She told the Duke, who walk'd a 
foot along with her,that ſhe liv'd with her Grand- 
mother, who had a Houſe at Guilford, from 
whence ſhe ſet out with a young Gentleman of 
her Acquaintance, to take a Ride; that the 
Gentleman being a little Way before her, her 
Horſe being ſcar'd at ſomething that lay in the 
Road, was run away with her over Hedge and 
Ditch, *till at laſt he had brought her in that 
By-Road, at the end of which he threw her. 
Whilſt ſhe was talking, the Duke obſery'd that 
ſhe often look'd back, and ſeem'd very uneaſy 
for this young Gentleman, in whoſe Company ſhe 
was come out. Though Leonora, which was the 
young Lady's Name, was not above Fifteen, and 
had all the Innocence and Sweetneſs in her Face 
belonging to that Age, yet in her Diſcourſe and 
Mein, ſhe ſhew'd a Diſcretion far above it, and 
had ſomething lo commanding in her Eyes, 43 
drew Reſpect from all that beheld them. The 
Duke was infinitely pleas'd with her, and having 

| . complimented 
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complimented her upon the Happineſs of having 
ſcap'd ſo great a Danger, under ſeyeral Prote- 
ſtations of his wiſhing for an Opportunity to 
ſerve her, they enter'd the Houſe where he was 
expected. As ſoon as they were come in, he 
recommended Leonora to the Miſtreſs of it, who 


lovely Stranger in her Cloſet, and furniſh'd her 
Accoutremgnts ſhe wanted. Leonora having 


that had brought her in, as ſoon as ſhe was come 
down again, begg'd his Grace's Pardon, that 


in the Reſpe@ that was due'to his Quality. The 
Diſorders of her Dreſs being re&ify'd, ſhe ap- 
pear'd abundantly more beautiful to the Duke, 
than before, and every Thing ſhe ſaid or did, 
was fo raviſhing to him, that before they went 
to Dinner, ſhe had made an abſolute Conqueſt of 
his Heart. They were hardlv fat down at Table, 
but a Servant told them that a Gentleman, who 
as himſelf Cleander, ask'd for a young Lady, 
whoſe Name was Leonora. Leonora bluſhing at 
the Name of Cleander, would have riſen from the 


Table, had not the Duke prevented her, and 


told her, the Gentleman ſhould be deſir'd to walk 
in. The Maſter of the Honſe hearing the 
Duke's Pleaſure, went out and came back again 
Immediately with the Gentleman, who having 
pay'd his Reſpects to the Company, ſat down 
in a Chair that was ſet for him, over againſt Leo- 


nora. Cleander was à very handſome Man, of 


about Nineteen, rather Tall than Short, ad mira- 


he bly well ſhapd, and of a fair Complection. He 
ng had a ſhore Campaign flaxen Wie, ty'd bebind 


with 


being inform'd of what had happen'd, took the 
with a Suit of Head-cloaths, and ſeveral little 


learn d from her, that it was the Duke of B— 


for want of knowing his Perſon. ſhe had fail'd | 


i | 
„ 
with a black Ribbon, a fine white Camlet Coat, 
with Silver Lace; his Waſtecoat was of a rich 
Stuff, of green and ſilver, and his Breeches were 
97 the ame... oh EE ents oe a 

Ant. What | To ride on Horſeback with? 
Luc. | confeſs *twas no good Husbandry ; but 
1 cannot find Fault with his Fancy. His genteel 

Carriage, and a certain Eaſineſsin his Behaviour, 
beſpoke him to be of a refin'd Education, and he 
claim'd as deſervedly the good Wiſhes: of the 
Ladies, as Leonora was admir'd by the Men. 
The Duke, who obſerv'd 'em both narrowly, 

being a great Maſter in the Language of the Eyes, 
by the firſt Looks they exchang'd, found what 
he had fear'd before, that they were happy Lo- 
vers. Having ask'd Cleander how he came to 
find out Leonora, and underſtanding that his 
Grooms meeting him, after they had taken up 
Leonora's Horſe, had directed him thither, he 
could not forbear ſmiling at the obliging Care 
he had taken to ſerve his Rival. After Dinner, 
Cleander and Leonora, without any Ceremony to 
the Company, ſingl'd out one another, and went 
to walk ina Garden that join'd to the Room 
here they had din'd, which they had not left 

long, but an old Gentleman enter'd it, that 
ſeem'd to be upon very earneſt Buſineſs. The 
Gentleman of the Houle had often ſeen him at 
Change, and the Duke knew him to be a Man of 
a vaſt Eſtate, but none of them ſuſpected him to 
be, what from his own Mouth they heard he was, 
the Father of Cleander, that was come in Purſuit 
of his Son, whom he deſign'd either by fair Means 
or by Force, to take away with him. All the 
Company ſeeming ſurpriz'd at the Paſſion che 
old Gentleman was in, none of 'etn being able to 
1 | imagine 


— 
imagine, what could be the Cauſe of a Fa- 
ther's Severity to a Son, that, in all Appearance, 


was ſo compleat and deſerving a Gentleman, 
Cleander's Father acquatnted them with his Rea - 
ſons in the following Manner: Though, ſaid he, 


I have had ſeveral Children, I have none alive but 


Temper, his ' Maſters never complain'd of him, and 
I 3 t hat *till he was Eighteen, I cannot give 
one Inſtance of his Diſobedience; but about a Twelve- 
mont h ago, he fell deſperately in Love, and would 
have marryd a young Slut that is a Beggar, and has 
hardly 1000 1. to her Portion. I have us d all Meaur 
that either my ſelf or Friends could invent, to diſ- 
ſmade him from it. I have told him, that I mond 
never force his Iuclinations, and deſigni whenever 


won his Wife, if on his Side he would take Care to 
chuſe one whoſe Fortune * ſhould deſerve it. About 
three Months ago I thought his Folly began to wear 
off, and was in Hopes, that to pliaſe an indulg ing 
Father, in a little time he would wholly forget her; 
but this Morning I have found, that his ſeeming Com- 
pliance was only a Stratagem, the bettef to deceive 
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Pocket, and read the following Lines, or others 
5 to the ſame Purpoſe. 1 „e 
$18; 

will ſoon be marry'd to Leonora. This 
Morning. inſtead of going into Cambridgeſhire, 
as you imagine, he is gone to Guilford, whence 


* tends to be at Graveſend to Morrow, in order 
to embark for Holland; where after his Mar- 
rlage, he deſigns to ſhelter himſelf from the 

: e e fir ſt 
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this Son: He has always been of a mild agreeable 


he ſhould marry, to ſettle 2000 or 2500 |. 4 Year 


ne. Saying this, he puſl'd a Letter out of his 
0 | you prevent it not ſuddenly, your Son 


„he is to rake his Miſtriſs, with whom he in-_ 


an 4 — 4 
- 
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Son to Smit na, with a ſtrict Charge to keep hi 


. . 
&« firſt Tranſports of your Anger. Leonora's M + 
« Grandmother is in the Plot, and furniſhes him M90! 
« with 1000 J. upon his own Credit. If you M 7 
„ make Haſte, you may yet ſtop his Servant, 
ec who with a Couple of Trunks, is now wait- 
„ ing for the Tide at Billinſgate. When the 
« Truth of what I write ſhall be known, I ſhall 
% diſcover to you who is your real, but now 
| : | * Unknown Friend. 
This Letter, ſaid the old Gentleman, I recei- 
ved about two Hours after my Son was gone out. 
Whilſt my Coach was getting ready, I ſent to Billin- 
ſgate, and the Footman with the Trunks being ſe- 
curd, I came away with all the Speed imaginable. 
Hearing they were gone from Guilford, and nt 
being able to trace them any farther for a good 
while, at laſt I met with ſome Reapers in a Field 
near by, that directed me hit her. Cleander's Fa- 
ther, having ſaid this, went into another Room, 
and deſir'd his Son ſhould be ſent to him, with- 
out telling him who it was that wanted to ſpeak 
with him; which being done, accordingly the 
young Gentleman, without being allow d to 
take Leave of his Miſtriſs or Anybody elſe, was 
hurry'd into the Coach. Being come home, his 
Father coufin'd him to his Chamber, and put a 
Guard upon him. There happen'd at that Time 
to be an Outward bound Turky-Fleet, that lay 
waiting for the Wind at Portſmouth; which the 
old Gentleman being told of next Day, having 
conſulted ſome Merchants, reſolv'd to ſend his 


* 


there 'til] farther Orders. He was ſo cautious 
as to ſee him on board himſelt, and ſtir d nol 
from Porrſmouth. *till they had weigh'd Anchor 


and the whole Fleet was under Sail. F 


- ew 8 
Ant. Pray, Aunt, do you approve of this ris 
gorous Way of treating Children? 0 


: Luc. I ſee no rigour us'd at all. Marriage is 
. certainly one of the weightieſt, and moſt materi- 
2 Wal Points of Life; and if you ſee a Child under 
e Age, that has been well educated, and conſe - 


quently underſtands his Duty, reſolv'd to enter 
pon It, not only without the Conſent, but direct - 
ly againſt the Commands of his Parents, what 
Remedy is there left, but locking him up, or 
ſending him ont of the Way? 50 

Ant. I don't believe Cleander would ever have 
come to that Extremity, if he had ſeen a Poſſibi- 
lity of obtaining his Father's Conſent: And was 
It not barbarous, that a Parent ſhould oppoſe a 


mays been dutiful to him, when he had no other 
flea againſt him, but his own Covetouſneſs ? 
Had Leonora been a Five and Twenty or Thirty 
Thouſand Pound Fortune, no queſtion but the 
dd Hunks would have lik'd her for a Daughter- 
u. Law, tho” ſhe had been Lame, Crooked, or a 
Natural. Supppſe ſhe had been worth nothing, 
vhat he could give with his Son, was more than 
enough to make them live comfortably, if not 
ſplendidly. If he had really lev'd him, and re- 
zarded his Happineſs more than his own avari- 


b clons Temper, would he not rather have ſen 
the only Child live near him in the Enjoyment of 
ing he Woman he lov'd, than have ſent him a- 


mong Turks and Heathens, to ſpend the plea- 
pureſt Part of Life in Baniſhment and Afﬀiai- 
kn 1 | 
Luc. A very pretty Doctrine! At that Rate, if 
young Stripling, newly come from School, fan- 
es a Cook - Wench, or perhaps a common 
8 N Strumpet, 


Child's Inclinations ſo violently, that had al= 


$:,.;.0, 

Strampet, ſo he does hut love her very well, and 
his Father has Money enough to keep Jem both, 
yoo would. adviſe a Man of a good Eſtate, to let 
him marry, her, rather than that by a little Ab. 

fence, he ſhould ſtrive to wean him from his un- 
reaſonable Paſſion. 3 
Ant. Where was the unreaſonableneſs of 
Cleander's Paſſion ? Leonora was a Gentlewoman, 
and though his Father, thinking on his own o- 
ver-grown Eſtate, call'd her a Beggar, yet he 
own'd ſhe had a Thouſand Pounds; ſhe was a 
charming young Creature, brought up extra- 
ordinary well, and had a Diſcretion above her 
. wy op 
. Luc. Don't lay too much Streſs upon that, for 
being but Fifteen, ſhe might have Diſcretion a 
bove her Age, and not have ſuch a vaſt Stock 
neither. A very diſcreet Woman would hardly 
venture to run away with a *Prentice, before hs 
was out of his lime. WW 
Ant. I thought Cleander liv'd with his Father, 
and had been brought up a.Gentleman., - 
Tuc. He was fa; but would you not allowa 
Father the ſame Priviledge over his Son, thata 


* 


Maſter has oyer his Prentice? 
Ant. No, That Compariſon won't hold; for a 
Prentice after ſeven Years Service, is made free; 
but the Duty of Children to their Parents, never 
ceaſes; and if the Father lives long enough, the 
Son muſt be bound at Fourſcore, and can never 

be out of his Timm. 0 5 
Luc. That's a Miſtake, Antonia; Children, as 
well as Prentices, are made free by the Law 
It is true, that the humble Submiſſion, Reſpet, 
and Veneration we owe to Parents, not only ſor 
our Being, which! think is the leaſt Obligarioh 
25 | ” . ER ur 


I. 
nd but likewiſe for the anxious Care, Tronble, and 
h, Charges they have been at, opght to laſt for e- 
let ver; but when, we come to be of Age, we are 
b, no more ty'd to fo ſtrict an Obedience to their 
n: Commands, but we. have Liberty to examine in- 


n, dleander and Leamra both might well have ſtay'd 
o- two Years longer; they had no Reaſon to fear, 


he that in that Time, Age and Wrinkles ſhould o- 
; 2 rertake them. pes 1 


- 
*. A. 
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as Aut. But they had no great Reaſon neither to 


er think, that bis cqyeteus Father wquld more con- 
fat to that Mateh afterwards, than he did be- 
for Te Ib Plot 36 91-Dit$ 354 3 nj ge 
_ Luc. If Cleander's Father, having ſeen the 
> Conſtancy of his Son's Affection, had refus d upon 
ly the Account of the Smallneſs of her Portion, to 


e sive him one ſuitable to his own Abilities : 


When his Son was come to Age, then he had 
er, been to blame, bat he was mpch in the right in 
what he did; whilſt his Son-was under Age, 


ra and himſelf in a manner accountable for his Acti- 


ta ons. It is not fafe for Parents to give their Con- 
ſent to any Thing of Moment that Children may 


rau, whilſt they are under Age, unleſs it brings a 


e; ible Advantage to them. 
er Ant. Why fo, pray? 


ne Luc. Becauſe if Children miſcarry in that ve- 


yer ry Thing, tho' they had been never fo fond of ig. 

themſelyes, they'll be ſure to upbraid their Pa- 
ao rents with it, Why did they let me? 1 was raw 
W. and fooliſh, and knew no better; They had more 
ect, Experience, and ought to have been wiſer; I was 
under their Government, they might have hin- 
der'd me, *tis their Fault. Theſe are commonly 
17 . 5 tho 


to the Equity of them; nay, may juſtly refuſe to 
of Wl comply with them, if they are too pareaſonable, . 


1 
| 
1 
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this abrupt Departure? 


to her, they both came in; when the Gentlewo- 


able to ſtifle the Grief it caus'd her; ſhe turn'd 


her from burſting out! into Tears before all the 
Company; but rallying all the Reaſon and Spi- 
Tit ſhe conld muſter up, ſhe ask'd for her Horſe, 
and deſir'd to take her Leave; but it not being 


bim, and that againſt his Win he was ſent to 


after the Duke had ſeen her firſt, thinking that 


Death, one was to go to a Grandſon of hers, 
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the Thanks with which the Indulgence of impru- 
dent Parents is repay'd. 


Ant But pray fet me hear how Loona took 


Luc. As ſoon'as Cleander was come out of the 
Garden, the Duke went to ſupply his Place, and 
having walk'd a pretty while with his beautiful 
Miſtreſs, and ſaid abundance of obliging Things 


man of the Houſe taking Libliors to the Window, 
told her who it was that had fetch'd Cleander 
away. This was terrible News, and not being 


pale and trembl'd, and all the Courage and 
iſcretion ſhe was Miſtreſs of, could hardly keep 


thought adviſeabie ſhe ſhould venture upon 
Horſe, that had thrown her before; they a7; 
her Home in the Coach. Several Days elaps'd, 

before ſhe could get any Tidings of Cleander, but 
when ſhe heard how his Father had diſpos'd of 


Smirna, ſhe ſwooned away. About a Fortnight 


by this Time her Sorrow might be ſomewhat 
abated, he wetit-to give her a Viſit, and had a 
long Conference with her Grandmother, who 
kept her Coach, and liv'd in very good Faſhion. 
She had been marry'd twice, and enjoy'd about 
ſeven Hundred a Year for Life, which was the 


Income of two Joyntures, of which after her 


and the other, to a ine of her ſecond Hus- 
bancd's; 
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band's : Beſides this, ſhe had 3 or 4000 Pounds Id 


Money, Which ſhe deſign'd for Leonora. She 
ua Womanthatlov'd Greatneſs ahd was very 
ou to fee all the Hopes of a Match between 


Cleander and Leonora vaniſh'd. The Duke ſaw he 
had gain'd but little upon the young Lady this 
firſt Viſit, her Heart being yet too much enga- 
red, and therefore to loſe no time, reſolv'd to 
make his chief Applications to her Grandmother 
n his next. The old Woman knew that the 
Duke was marry'd, and that he could have no 
other Aim than to debauch her Granddaughter, 
and at beſt keep her as a Miſtreſs, yet the Con- 
rerſation and Addreſſes of a Man of his Quality, 
together with the Preſents he made her, were 
ſuch powerful Temptations, that ſhe not only, 
hearken'd to his Propoſals, but likewiſe promis'd 
him, that ſhe would make her Granddaughter 
ſo ſenſible of the Honour he did her, that he 
ſhould have no Reaſon to complain of her Con- 
int, Now Leonora Was attack'd on both Sides; 
yet in ſpight of the Duke's Affaults, and the old 
Woman's Treachery, ſhe remain'd unmoveable ; 
whether a Principle of real Vertue, a Dillike to 
ſomething in the Duke's Perſon, or elſe the Love 
to Cleander, was the Cauſe, could not eaſily be 
determined; but the Duke judging it to be the 
latter, went to Cleander's Father, who to his great 
brief had been inform'd from Turkey, that his 
don's Love ſtill continu'd. The Duke, as taking 
art in his Concern, told him, that if Leonora 
as of the ſame Conſtancy, they would have one 
mother at laſt,if ever Cleanderliv'd to be his own 
aſter ; but that the only Thing to prevent it, 
ould be, if each of the Lovers could be induc'd 
believe the other dead, The Conſequence of 
9 N 3 this 
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this Artifice Was plain; the old Gentleman ; 
thank'd the Duke for his Advice, Bren p 
writ-to Tirkey that mention d Leonorg's Death, Wl - 
and ſpread the ſame falſe Report of his Son 
himſelf. Tho Leonora had littie or no Hopes ill * 
of eyer being Cleander's Wife, yet the News of Ml * 
his Death affected ber very much, and was far 1 
from making that alteration in her which the | 
Duke had expected from it. He really loy'd v 
her, and was always charm'd with her Compa- 
ny, which was never deny'd him; but yet ha- 4 
ving courted her very near a Twelvemonth with- Wl ©* 
_ outbeing able to attain to the height of hisWiſh: 15 
es, he began to be tir d: He had often proffer d * 
to ſettle Two Thouſand a Year upon her for ci 
Life; which, with the Reſpect he ſhew'd her, ha 
and his Aſſiduity in following of her fo long, de 
without making any progreſs, were undeniable a 
Proofs of the Sincerity of his Paſſion. The old P , 
Woman, perceiving that the Duke was out o - 
Patience, began to be very angry with her 7 
Sranddaughter, and, inſtead of uſing Perſva an 
Hons, as ſhe had done hitherto, now ſtormd 0 ve. 
her, calling her obſtinate Slut, and ynerateful Re 
Baggage, and daily told her; that if ſhe would <p 
neglect her Fortune, when ſhe might make iti the 
ſhe muſt never expect to ſee a Fartlive of be . a 
Money. Leonora being of a noble and generoul fe 
Mind, deſpis'd her Threats, but yet quick! . 
grew weary of the Life ſne led; and ſeeing bu the 
one way to mend her ſelf, and get rid of tb — 
Duke's Addreſſes, ſhe took a brave Reſolution tror 
went directly to the Dutcheſs of B.—, a0 ven 
Having told her who ſhe was, and every thin greg 
thar had happen d to her, begg'd her Protectic lde 


in fo earneſt and obliging a manner, that tn 
2 2 ö — Fo I 5 2 » | Dutchel 


of her, made her one of her Gentlewomen. The 
Duke was ſurpris'd to ſee her among the Reti- 


never to ſay any thing of it. Being of an amo- 
rous Diſpoſition, and ſeeing no Poſſibility of ma- 


When Leonora had left Gilford, the old Woman 


and the Honour of having his Coach fo often 
4 4 ſtand at her Door, was ſo great a Mortification 
ud her Vanity, that ſhe would never be recon- 
cil'd again to Leonvra to her Dying- day, which 
happening about half a year after her Grand- 
daughter's departure, ſhe left all ſhe had to dif. 
poſe of, to her Grandſon. Leonora being very 
good humour'd, and of a ſweet agreeable Tem- 
per, the Dutcheſs had a more than ordinary 


| af and her Beauty encteaſing, as ſhe grew up in 
by Years;, ſhe made daily new Conqueſts. The 
mn great ones that admir'd her, courted her for 


ſhe could like; yet her- Humour was ſo little 


= coquetz that ſhe often wiſh'd her ſelf ſettl'd in 
4 the World tho it ſhould be but indifferensly, to 


avoid the Multitude of Gallants that were ſo 
troubleſome to her. The Dutcheſs was very 
well acquainted with Zeonera's Mind; ſhe had a 
great Confidence in her Vertue, but yet, con- 


tinually 


Dutcheſs, admiring the Virtue and Conſtaney 
of ſo young a Creature. promiſing to take Care 


nue of his Dutcheſs, but had the good Manners 


king Leonora yield, in a little time he pitch'd. 
upon another Object, on purpoſe to forget her. 


the ſame Purpoſe, as the Duke had done before; 
them ſhe never hearken'd to; and for thoſe that 
had more honourable Intentions, there was none 


ldering her Age, * the danger (he was con- 


was a little concern'd at the loſs of her Grand- 
7" Wl danghter, but that of my Lord Duke's: Viſits; 


Kindneſs for her; ſhe had abundance of Suitors, 


* 


HT, 
tinually expos'd to, thought Marriage very ad- 
. viſeable for her: She knew that among the Cap- 
tives of her Beauty, there was a Jeweller, a 
rich and induftrious Man, with whom ſhe had 
often dealt conſiderably; and being inform'd, 
that he ſeem'd to be in great Earneſt, advis'd 
Leonora not to ſlip this Opportunity: A few 
Days after, the .Dutcheſs ſpoke to him herſelf, 
and in a little Time the Match was made up, 
and Leonora marry'd. Her Husband's Name was 
Alcandor; he was then worth above Seven Thou- 
ſand Pounds, to which Leonora's Portion added 
another. In his Buſineſs he was skilful and ſtir- 
ring, and out of it a very good humour'd Man, 
of a jovial Temper, and a merry Companion. 
To ſhun the Butter flies that us'd to ſurround 
Leonora, when ſhe was a Maid, upon her Requeſt, 
he left the Pallmall, and took a very good Houſe 
in the City. EE I 
Ant. Thenlambaulk'd in my Expectation, for 
I was ſtill in hopes, that Cleander would have 
had her at laſt, in ſpight of all Oppoſition. When 
they walk'd together in the Garden, I thought 
them ſuch a handſome Couple, ſo well match'd 
in every Thing, but Money, which neither of 
them valu'd, that I did not queſtion but they 
were cut ont for one another, © «| 
Luc. That is, becauſe you are ſo us'd to Ro- 
mances, where, in the Beginning, you may al- 
ways ſee who and who will be together; but in 
Nature, it moſt commonly happens other wiſe. 
6 = But did Cleander never again come to Ex- 
N Luc. 1 find that Leonora's Story takes up more 
Time than I thought, and therefore remember 
| Where 1 leave off; T'll tell you the Remainder 
: fter Supper. | VVV TY. = 6 E 
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Queſtions you pleaſe when I have done, but don't 


Country, affords. Being One and Twenty, he 
ling through Jraly, France, and Geritany, after 
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BETWEEN 


Lucinda and Antonia. 


Ecauſe I am not always in à Hu! 


Lucinda, n Aa 
> on mour to anſwer them, ask what 


interrupt me. 


Ant. I am all Obedience, Aunt. The laſt you 1 
ſaid was, that Alcandor e | 
Luc. I remember it very well--. When the | 
falſe News of Leonora's Death had reach'd Clean- | 
der's Ears, the firſt Emotions of his Grief were / 
very violent; but thoſe Tranſports of Affliction , 


ceaſing, and himfelf conſidering, that there was 
no recalling of the Dead, he grew calm at laſt, = 
ſtrove to divert his Sorrows as well as he could, 
and wanting for no Money, took all the Plea- 
ſures which that charming, as well as plentiful 


went to Naples by Sea, and from thence travel- 


bavigg 


{4a86) 
having been out four Years, came back to his 
Native Country. He was much ſurpriz'd, when 
he heard, that Leonora was alive and marry'd ; 
but much more, when he underſtood. that the 
Report of his Death, as well as that of Leonora's, 
had both been induſtriouſly ſpread by his own 
Father. He writ to his Miſtreſs, that ſhe might 
not be frighten'd, and went to ſee her the next 
Day. Being grown Taller and more Manly in 
Spight of all her Vertue, Leonora could not for- 
bear being charm'd with the Sight of him, and 
Clcandcr thinking her a Thouſand times more 
beautiful than when he left her, was in a conti- 
nual Rapture; ſometimes extolling the Strength 
of Graces, that in his Abſence had been added 
to her Features; with all the Signs of Admirati- 
on, he took her in his Arms, and almoſt ſtifled 
Hex with his Embraces ; then ſuddenly ſtarting 
from her, he ſtorm'd at his own 'Credulity, and 
violently lamenting the Cruelty of his Fate in 
bitter Exclamations, exclaim'd againſt the trea- 
cherous Deceit that had been put upon em both. 
Sometimes aſluming a fofter Air, he would com- 
Plain of having been too conſtant a Lover ; then 
fixing his Eyes on hers, with an unſpeakable 
Tenderneſs, and fighing fervently, diſſolve in 
Tears, that ſilently upbraided her with having 

forgot him too ſoon; but when Leonora, mov d 
by the Significancy of his dumb Language, as 
well as the Injuſtice of the Charge, had told him 
with a candid Look, how tireſome and vexati- 
ous all Courtſnip, even of the moſt noble and 
moſt accompliſh'd, bad been to her, ever fince 
he had been gone, and made him ſenſible, that 
ſhe had taken her Refuge to Matrimony, for no 
bother. Ræaſon, but becauſe it was the only . 


of? (187) 5 
that could ſhelter her from the continual Plague 
of Love Addreſſes. Oh! How his Soul was 
raviſh'd ! He fell upon his Knees, and throwing 


himſelf at her Feet, pay'd Adoration to her Ver- 
tue; but when ſhe had ſoftly chid him for the 


Extravagancy of his Paſſion, and ſmilingly rais'd 
him from the Ground, he could contain himſelf 
no longer; his Flame blaz'd out, he forgot her 


preſent State, as well as the Wretchedneſs of his 


own Deſtiny, and eagerly claſping himſelfabout 
her, kiſs'd her with ſo much Fatal of Joy, as if 
his Love had been in Tranquility, and himſelf in 
the midſt of Enjoy ment. Leonora was at a abun- 

dance of Trouble, before:ſhe could make Cleander 
recover his Diſcretion, and at ſome Difficulty ta 


preſerve her own, till at laſt they parted unwil - 
lingly in a great Confuſion on both Sides, The 
next Morning ſhe ſeat him a Letter, which being 
a very remarkable one, I have remember'd Wo 


for Word, and was writ thus : 


Dear Cleander, 
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4 Thought I might have allow'd your Viſits, 


„and not committed a Crime; but Experi- 
© ence has taught me, that I cannot ſee you 


© without What an Exceſs of Weakneſs and 
&« Frailty have I been guilty of! And yet believe 
« me, the Violence I did, to myſelf, in not be- 
« tray ing more, was much greater. Once I 
&« think, 1.puſh'd you from me, but then I play'd 
e the Hypogrite- I was pleas'd with the vigo- 
80 rous Tranſports of your Love, and took De- 


light in the Fervency of your Kiſſes: Why 


* ſhould I, hide any Thing from you, Cleander £ 


_ © The Minute you left me, I was upon the 
-* brink. of Ruin bd -What- would become of my 


* Hopoury ſhould lever behold HIRE 


aa. 

© that tranſcendant Height of Paſſion ? I confeſs 
« 1 ſhould not have Strength to refiſt the Temp- 
© tation; and yet I hope I am vertuous, becauſe 
<«& feel that I want not Reſolution. to avoid it 
& for ever. It will be a hard Task, I own it, 


© but there is no other Remedy; and depend 
15 E it, we muſt never meet again upon Earth. 
l 


yon ſuffer half the Torment in obeying my 
« rigorous Commands, that I feel in impoſing 


v of them, be aſſur'd, that I ſhall always remain 


= your . 

| . N Dear Leonora. 
This was an Oracle to Cleander, for having 
left a Letter for his Father, in which he bid him 
to farewel for ever, full of Invectives againſt the 
barbarous Treachery he had play'd him, he 
went out of England, and whether he dy'd at 
Sea, or elſewhere, was never heard of any more. 
Though Leonora was preſently inform'd of his 


leaving the Country, yet ſhe ſeldom went a- 


broad, and took Delight in nothing for a great 
while after; but hearing no more Tidings of 
him, Time at laſt wore away her Concern, and 


ſhe liv'd as ſhe had done before. Alcandor, who | 
had thought his Wife the moſt charming Crea- | 


ture in the World when he courted her, was one 
of thoſe, that after a Twelvemonth s Marriage, 
think the moſt beautiful and the moſt indifferent 
Woman the ſame. He could not be call'd an 
_ unkind Husband, for he gave her whatever ſhe 
ask'd, let her do what ſhe pleas'd, was ſeldom 
out of Humour, always treated her civilly, and 
lov'd no other Women; yet he wanted that 
_ engaging Tenderneſs, which is the Soul of Love. 
He was hardly ever at Home but a Nights, and 


gt Dinner-time. In the Morning he minded 


getting 


5 n 
getting of Money, and his Afternoon and Eve- 
ning, were conſecrated to his Diverſion, and the 
1 e of his Bottle and his Friend. Leono- 
n had no more Affection for him when he mar- 
ry her, than for a Stranger ſhe had never ſeen, 
and lov'd him only becauſe fhe knew it to be 
her Duty. Being a witty Woman, that was con- 
ſcious of her own Charms, and had refin'd No- 
tions of Love, ſhe could take but little Delight 
in her Husband's Indifferency, that knew no 
other Way of expreſſing his Kindneſs, but by 
his Embraces :- A Palate like her's, could not 
reliſh the courſeſt Food of Love, unleſs it had 
been ſeaſon'd with that obliging Softneſs, and 
anxious Regard, in which the Delicacy of the' 
Paſſion conſiſts. * She was reſerv'd, and being 
careful of her Reputation, as well as her Vertue, 
very circumſpect in all her Behaviour, and won- 
der'd her 'Husband would often come in with a 
Friend, leave him alone with her, and go about his 
Buſineſs, without ſhewing any Concern; or ever 
after examininginto his Conduct, more than if ſne 
had been an old Woman, that had nothing tempt- 
ing about her, This ſhe thought was a great 
Careleſſneſs, if not a deſpicable Neglect in a 
Man that had a young and beautiful Wife, and 
ſeldom convers'd with Men of the ſtricteſt Cha- 
ſity. They had been marry'd about five Years, 
when coming Home one Night, he told Leonora 
that he had made a Bargain with a Gentleman 
that was to live and board with them, who was 
certainly the beſt Company in the whole World. 
Having no Deſign to ſurpriſe, Antonia, but only 
to ſhew you what Danger the moſt vertuous of 
our Sex are expos'd to, if once they truſt in 
NG before I go any farther, I'll tell e * 
N t his 


| 
; 
7 
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Folleſſion of his Eſtate. Conlidering by himſel5 


' (190) 


this Gentleman was, and haw Alcandor came to 


be acquainted with him. His Name was Mincio; 
as to his Perſon, he was a clean, well-look'd, 
faſhionable Man, near Thirty, of an admirable 


Carriage, and exquiſite Senſe, hut the greateſt 
and moſt skilful Diſſembler upon Earth, No 
Mimick could ever aſſume ſo many Forms as 


_ himſelf, and ke could act more difigrent Parts 


than any Player in the Univerſe. His Father, 


who had been dead ſeveral Years, in his Life time 


had been a very whimſical Fellow 3.and having a 
great mind to learn his Son to ſhift and live in, 
as well as underſtand, the World, had given him 
a very ſtrange and uncommon Education: For 
tho' he had a good Eſtate to leave him, When 
the Boy was twelve Years old, and a great Pro- 
ficient in Latin and Greek, he took him from 
Weſtminſter-School, to let him run of Errands, 
and be one of the Vinegar Drawers in a great Ia · 
vern Having been there about-two- Tears, he 
put him to a ſhuffling ſort of a Sollicitor, that had 
learn d all his Law iu the Heet, and the Queen's: 


Bench; with him he ſtay d as long as he had been 


with the Vintner, and then was ſent to a broken 


Soldſmich, that was turn'd Stock- Jobber, and 
counted a great Villain. The Boy being a ſharp 
Lad, inevery Station-pleas'd his Maſters; and | 
being an arch Rogue, at Eighteen his Father made 
him a Nobleman's Page, where he ſtay'd almoſt 


three Years; and after that, giving him a ſmall 
Cargo, ſent him to the Weſt- Indies. He had not 
been there long, but the old Man dy'd, and to 
his great Amazement left him Eight hundred a 
Year, and above twice as much in Money, Co- 
ming away with the firſt Opportunity, he took 


What 


* * — ; 4 


SZ << O 23 00 0 Cy, 


he 


22 006 STO 22 — ͤ e LIC R 2 2 8 RR CO EE Ee eee AE OY .. 


42 - (80 

what Poſts he had been. in, it was impoſſible for 
him to find out what his Father had deſign'd to 
bring him up to. T 

Ant. Unleſs itt was to the Gallows. _ 


% 


Tuc. One would think fo indeed. Afincio was 

of a Gentleman like Diſpoſition, and not hay 

ving forgot his Latin, he went to live at Oxford, 

and having been there. about twoYears and 

a half, he went. to ſee [ralyand France, ſtay'd 

a Twelvemonth at Paris, and came back 

over Holland. Having finiſh'd his Travels, he 

took Chambers in Gray's. Inn, with an Intent 

of ſtudying as much of the Law. as ſhould ſuit 

with his Pleaſure. When he was about 26 Years 

old, he was jilted by a Woman he loved very 

paſſionately, and ever ſince reſolving to be re-, 

veng'd on the whole Sex, he had made it his 

whole Buſineſs to deceive. and ruin as many as 

he could, He deſpis'd every Thing that was 

ealy, and only lay in Wait for ſugh as were 

counted cunning and diſficult, and commonly for 

. Women of a very good Reputation. Having 

n heard of Leonora's exemplary Vertue and Reſer- 

n WM vednefs, as well as dazling Beauty, he thought 

d attacking her would be a noble Euter prize. Be- 

j Ing reſaly'd upon this, he made himſelf acquain- 

d ted with Alcaudor, put on the facetious Humour 

je be lik'd, and in a little Time fo bewitch'd him 

Jis with his Company, that the other could hardly 

lire a Day without him. In Converſation Min- 

of co always pretended to be a great Stranger to 
Love and Smp. one that was no Admirer 

of the Ladies, and preferr'd a Bottle of Bur- 

{4yudy to all the Favours the fineſt Woman in 

| „„ Chriſtendom 
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Chriſtendom had to beſtow. Alcandor, who kept 
à very good Houſe, had often invited him to 
Dinner, but Mincio, upon ſome Pretence or o- 
ther, had always refus'd him. They had known 
one another about a Month, when Mincio, be- 
ing at the Tavern with Alcandor and others, 
told the Company, that he was weary of Gray's 
Inn, and deſign'd to take Lodgings1n the City, 
If he could meet with a Place to his Mind. A 
Day or two after he had given this Hint, talk- 
ing of it ſeriouſly to Alcandor, he told him, that 
he would not be with People that us'd to let their 
Rooms, that he hated the fiddle” faddle of a 
great many Women in a Houſe, and the bawl- 
ing of Children; but wiſh'd he could get in 
' ſome quiet neat Family, of either a Merchant 
or Gentleman, that kept. a good Table, ſuch a 
one that was a little of his own Humour, that 
would be merry, and drink a Bottle with him 
in an Evening. He nam'd a great many other 
. Things, deſcribing the Particulars he wanted, 
with ſo much Cunning, that without diſcover- 
Ing his Aim, you could hardly have found 
two Houſes in all London, where thoſe Requi- 
ſites were to be met with, beſides Alcandor's own. 
Mincio needed not to have been ſo over cau- 
tions ; for Alcandor being ſo wholly wrapt up 
with him, that having ſwallow'd the Hook be- 
fore the other had half finiſh'd his Cant, was 

overjoy'd at the Thoughts of having him fo 
near him, immediately 3 an obliging Manner 
proffer'd him what Conveniencies his Houſe 
could afford. You may eaſily believe that they | 
ſoon agreed, Alcandor and Leonora had a pret- 
ty Boy that was turn'd of Four, a mannerly 
Child, of an engaging Humour, whom - 

5 ott 


both, but eſpecially the Mother, were deſer- 
yedly fond of. Leanor a, though almoſt Three 
and twenty Years aid, having never had any 
other Children but this; and black Beauties com- 
monly not fading fo ſbon as others, was ſtill in 
the full Strength of alt her Charms. She had: a 
penetrating Wit, and having ſeen a great deal 
of the World, was a very good: Judge of Man- 
kind. As ſoon as ſhe had thrown her Eyes upan 
Mincia, and; ſurvey'd his courtly Mein, ſhe pres 
ſentlx concluded from his: gallant Air, that it 
would, not be long before ſhe ſnould be attack d, 
and arming herſelf with her wonted Vertue, 


kept upon her Guard, The firſt Thing in which 


ſhe ſuſpected him was, that extraordinary Liking 
he expreſsd to her Son: He play'd with him 
for whole. Hours, ſeldom came in or went out, 
bat had fome little Preſent or other for him, 
and ſeem'd to admire every Thing he ſaid or 
did. She knew that Men, for the generality of 
em, care but little for other People's Children, 
almoſt always think them troubleſome, and hard- 
ly ever take Pleafore in bearing thoſe little Im- 
pertinencies, which the: beſt of them wall be 
guilty of, if you make them your Companions. 
And thus all the Love he beſtow'd upon the 
Child for the firſt three or four Days, was by” 
the Mother conſtru'd to be a Deſign upon her- 
ſelf; but when eight or ten Days being elaps'dy 
Mincio made not the leaſt Advances, and Leo- 
nora having been aÞbne with him ſeyeral times, 
had not diſcover'd by either Word or Look, the 
ſmalleſt Symptom of what ſhe fear'd, ſhe could 
not tell what to make of him. He always was 
merry and good-humour'd, to herſelf he was 
moſt reſpe&fully _ the Fondneſs ** had 

1 4 ewn 


was Love, always taking Care, that his Eſteem 


and of his Politeneſs, to Leonora was the moſt 


Man's Company, but more or leſs in either his 
Countenance, Speech, or Actions, ſhe had ob- 


after he would extol the happy Features of her 


we Women are! The chaſte and wary Leonora, 


(fans) 


' ſhewn from the beginning to her Son, ſeem'd be 


daily to encreaſe, and himſelf extraordinary pat 
well pleas'd with the Entertainment he recei- ere 
ved. He had an admirable: knack of telling a diſ 


Story, yet he never troubl'd his Company with ten 


any, but what were very much apropos, and ſeem- ber 
ed to be wanted, or ever brought in two at one Ihe 
Time, that tended to the ſame. Purpoſe, though . 
his Head contain'd choice Varieties of them 
upon almoſt. every Subject. This made him al- 
ways new, as well as agreeable in Converſation: 
All his Diſcourſe: was as chaſte and clean, as it 
was ſprightly and diverting : He never made 
Uſe of a double Entendre, or any Expreſſion, 
tho? in the higheſt of his Mirth, that had the 
leaſt Tendency to Looſeneſs and Immorality, 
Satyr he pretended not to be his Province, and 
never meddI'd with it upon any Account whatſo- 
ever- The only Thing he ſometimes ridiculd 


and Veneration to the Sex, ſhould be as conſpi- 
cuous, as the Defiance which he bid to their Pow- 
er. This latter in a Gentleman of his A ſped, 


ſurprizing of all. She never had yet been ina 


ſerv'd, that the piercing Luſtre of her Eyes made 
ſome Impreſſion upon his Soul; but only Min- 
cio, with an unaffected Freedom, could gaze on 
*em, and doing Juſtice to her Beauty, ſpeak of 
her Charms as unconcernedly, as the Minute 


little Son. What ſtrange perverſe Creatures 


who would ſo brayely have reliſted him, in Caſe 


he had aſſaulted 
par'd herſelf for a vigorous Defence, whilſt ſhe . 
dreaded the Danger of Vice, was foil'd by well 
diſſembl'd Vertue, and envying his cold Indiffe- 
rency, was ready to quarrel at the Weakneſs of 
her Charms, *till quite difarm'd of all ber Fear, 
ſhe almoſt could have wiſh'd him leſs inſenſible. 
Mincio ſhew'd a particular Friendſhip for Alcan- 
dir, was always in his Intereſt, and ſeem'd to 
take part in every Thing that concern'd him; 
te had likewiſe much reform'd and wean'd him 
from the Tavern. Alcandor now often ſupp'd 
it Home, and Leonora, who always made one 
in their Converſation, had more of his Compa- 
ny, and was treated with more Tenderneſs. 
being of a grateful Temper, and knowing to 
Flom ſhe ow'd the Obligation, ſhe began to look 
pon Mincio asa real Friend, and thinking him 


(19g) 


her with Love; ſhe that pre- 


he beſt of Men, lov'd him with all the Since- 
ty of a Siſter. Though Mincio  profeſs'd a 
rict Vertue, yet his Humour was always gay, 


nd nothing came from him that was not equal 


5 diverting, as it was inſtructive: Living in 
his Harmony, Leonora as well as Alcander, 
bought him the greateſt Bleſſing that ever was 
ome to their Houſe. Mincio had been with 
hem ſix Months, when ſuddenly he ſeem'd to 


e ſeiz'd with a deep Melancholly, and all his 


prightlineſs and Gayety was gone. It was fo 
ible, that Leonora, ſpeaking one Morning of 
[to Alcandor, he told her, that he had obſer- 
ed itas well as ſne: Knowing his ample Circum- 
ances, they could not imagine what ſnould be 
e Reaſon of it, and were both equally afflicted 
ſcetheir Friend ſo chang d. Alcandor had of: 
1 queſtion'd him about it, Leonora had done 
-— Q 2 the 
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the ſame; but neither of them could ever get 
any Thing from him, but ſome frivolous Ex. 
cuſe or other. When he ſaw ſometimes that he 
was much obſery'd, he would ſeem to ſtrive to 
be merry, but with ſo much Reluctancy, th; 
it was very eaſy to be ſeen his Mirth was forc'. 
| Alcandor, who was a great Enemy to Sadneſ;, 
ſeeing he could gain nothing 1 him, pityd 
him, but went Abroad to look for better Com- 
pany. Leonora remembering how he always us 
to laugh at being in Love, at firſt could not 
ſuſpect that to be the Cauſe, till at laſt, think- 
ing it might be a Puniſhment upon him, for 
confiding too much in his own Strength, ſhe 
was reſolv'd to try him. She now was as fami 
liar, and us'd the fame Freedom with him, as 
if he had been her Brother, and one Night talk 
Ing together, Alcandor happening not to be at 
Home, Mincio counterfeited one that is ver 
| fad, and endeayours to appear otherwiſe ; whel 
Leonora taking hold of this Opportunity, tol 
him, Dont you know the Proverb, Mincio? Love 
and Cough won't be hid. *Tis in vain you firiv 
to conceal it. She look'd upon him, and ſaw hi 
in ſo great a Confuſion, that ſhe wiſh'd ſhe hac 
not nam'd it. He preſently ſeem'd to recovet 
himſelf, and with a great deal of Concern, de 
nying the Charge, took abundance of Pains tc 
divert her from that Thought; looking all thi 
while like one that ſees his moſt weighty Secrel 
betray d-. Now Leonora knew the Diſtemper 
but how to find out the Cauſe, The could nol 
ji tell: Who was the wonderful Fair, that ti 
=. umph'd over that Heart, which ſhe had alway 
* thought impregnable! The firſt ſhe thought o 
Was herſelf; bur ſhould a Men of Nis Agdre 
i Fd | ant 
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and Ingenuity, that was in the fame Houſe with 
ker, not all this while have found out a way to 
let her know it, if he lov'd her; nay ſhould ſhe 
herſelf never have diſcover'd it? As to others, 
ſhe could think of Nobody. Since he had liv'd 
with her, he had ſeldom been Abroad, but with 
her Husband, and of late he had been more at 
Home than ever; where ever he had placed 
his Affections, it was plain his Miſtreſs was not 
kind, unleſs it was an Object, which either his 
Vertue or Diſcretion would not allow of, and 
he endeavour'd' to ſtifle his Paſſion. But if ſo, 
then why might it not be herſelf? Leonora's 
Thoughts being thus employ'd to find out the 
Diſturber of Afiacio's Reſt; ſhe deſign'd to watch 
him narrowly, if it was poſſible to dive farther 
into his Secret, with a Reſolution of keeping 
whatever ſhe ſhould diſcover of it: And now 
ſhe obſery'd that he had loſt that Freedom of his 
Look, which had been fo remarkable in him, and 
ſeem'd to be afraid of encountring her Eyes. 
She likewiſe found that he ſhunn'd being alone 
with her; but that if he was, and thought him- 
{elf unobſery'd, he would ſtare at her with great- 
er Eagerneſs than ever he had done before; if 
when his Eyes were fix'd upon her, ſhe look d 
upon him ſuddenly, they were immediately caſt 
down as it were in a hurry, for elſe his Head 
was quite turn'd aſide; ſometimes when be 
thought himſelf catch'd at it, he would ſtart 
back, and often go away in Diſorder and leave 
her. Theſe Symptoms would not let her doubt 
any longer, but that it was herſelf who unknow- 
ingly bad kindl'd the Fire that conſum'd him. 
Leonora thought 1Mincio's Heart an ineſtimable 
Prize; yell" great was her Goodneſs 11 — 
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little her Vanity, that inſtead cf rejoyeing at 
the mighty Conqueſt, her Sorrow was unſpeak- 
able, to think that to a Friend of his Value, her 
Eyes ſhould give ſo deſperate a Wound, which 
yet her Vertue would not ſuffer her to cure. Such 
an incomparable Counterfeit was Mincio, and ſo 
beautifully he could repreſent a ſtrugghng Paſ- 
ſion, that tho' the Villain was calm within, he 
made the witty clear - ſighted Leonora believe, that 
nothing could exceed the Violence of his Love, 
unleſs it was the Reluctancy his Vertue made to 
ſuppreſs it. Having acted this for a while, and 
wound up Leonora's Soul to the higheſt Pitch of 
Compaſſion, to ſhew her how ſincere his Endea- 
yours were to overcome his Weakneſs, he talks 
of going into the Country, and makes all the ne- 

_ ceſſary Preparations in order thereunto, but the 
Day before he was to go, he pretends to fall ſick, 
ſends for a Phyſician, his intimate Friend, who 
preſcrib'd enough to make him ſo in Reality, if 
he had taken it; and in Three or Four Days 
Mincio grows very bad, he ſends for Alcandorup, 
tells him ſeveral Things concerning Monies he 
had in other People's Hands, deſires him to be 
his Executor, and making his Will, leaves all 
his real Eſtate to his Son, about whoſe Education 
he gives him ſome admirable Inſtructions. After 
that, being tir'd, he defires to be left alone. Al- 
candor tells his Wife what had paſs'd and really 
believes Mincio cannot live long. Leonora, who 

during his Illneſs reflecting on the Cauſe, had 
been inconſolable by what her Husband told her 
faſt, was ſtruck with ſo much Sence of Grati- 

tude and Sorrow together, that, not being 
able to contain herſelf, ſhe retir'd to her Cloſer, 
and wholly abandon'd herſelf $0 Grief, Oh! _ {7 
| BY 
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ſhe wept, when examining herſelf, ſhe found 
that ſhe muſt be either criminal or ungrateful; 
when ſhe.conſider'd what Obligations ſhe ow'd to 
Mincio for the ſincere and unaffected Purity of 
his Love! How ſhe would then exclaim againſt 
the Rigiour of Vertue, for not allowing her to 
reward his uncommon Paſſion! A Paffion fo 
bright and yet ſo reſpectful, that, regardleſs 

of what concern'd himſelf, and ſacrificing all 

to her, he choſe rather to dye in vertuous Silence 

| than that by opening his Lips, he ſhould be 
guilty of the leaſt Shadow of Offence. Having 
long enough indulg'd her Sorrows, ſhe at la 
compos'd her Thoughts, as well as the great 
Concern ſhe felt would let her, and going up 
into the ſick Man's Chamber, ſhe ſet herſelf 
down by the Bed-ſide. Mincio having ſeen her 
come in, beckond to his Man, who was the 
only Nurſe he would admit of, to go out. Leo- 
nora having very tenderly enquir'd after his 

| Health, and ſeeing herſelfalone with him, gent- 
ly began no probe his Wound; telling him, ſhe 
was ſure there was ſomething that oppreſs'd 
his Spirits, and fear'd he did himſelf Harm 
with too anxiouſly keeping a Secret that di- 
ſturb'd him. Be not, ſaid ſhe, too ſcrupulous in truſti- 
ng your Friends, but candidly unboſom your ſelf, 
that if they can lend no Aſſiſtance, they yet may have 
the Satisfaction of ſhewing their Pity. Think not un- 
feign'd Friend, that I ſay this, mov'd by an imper- 
ent Curioſity, to dive into the Receſſes of your 
Thoughts, but believe me, Mincio, that in my Soul 

I feel a nearer Regard, and am poſſeſs d with a 
more ſollicitous Care for your Welfare, than perhaps 

% eg ine I am capable of, Eaving thus affectio- 
utely expreſs'd herſelf with a low a 

; | | Olce x 
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Voice, and the Sweetneſs of a bleſſing Angel, 
ſhe left off, ſeeming to expect an Anſwer ; which 
the infernal Hypocrite made in this Manner : 
By what miſterious Power you have roueal d a Secret, 
which I thought I hid with ſuch uncommon Care, | 
cannat tell, but find your Wit is ſtill more peireing 
than your Beauty, Tes, Leonora, I love, and 1 
love you, and for that Love I dye! Beware of pity- 
ing me, for fear you might inſenſibly be drawn into 
mj Crime, which would torment me more than all my 

preſent Suſferings; for tho I am guilty, yet in the 
Height of all my Paſſion I never wiſh'd you ſo; and 
I fo much admire the Beauties of your Mind, beyend 
thoſe of your Body, that, had I yet a Thouſand | 
Lives, I'd loſe them all before you ſhould your Ver- 
ue. Being ſpent with ſpeaking ſo. much, his | 
Weakneſs would not ſuffer him to ſay more, or 
or at leaſt this was the Conſtruction Leanora put 
upon his Silence, and his panting for Breath 
Now, Antonia, tell me where yoù can blame Leo 
nora yet? Conſult your Pillow upon it, and to 
Morrow you ſhall know all. RC. 
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